
Publication Packages



Campaign Logo Marks

“It’s On” teaser mark Onward Upward campaign mark released on launch day, Oct. 26



“It’s On” Campaign Launch Invitation

Watch invitation in action

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6yXThkUGOPs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6yXThkUGOPs


Campaign Case Statement – Master Case



Campaign Case Statement – Unit Case



Campaign Stationery

M I S S O U R I  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y  F O U N D A T I O N

Kenneth E. Meyer Alumni Center
300 South Jefferson Ave.  Springfield, MO 65806-2217  417-836-4143

missouristatefoundation.org

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

Kenneth E. Meyer Alumni Center
300 South Jefferson Ave. 
Springfield, MO 65806-2217 

Kenneth E. Meyer Alumni Center
300 South Jefferson Ave. 
Springfield, MO 65806-2217 



Campaign Teaser

Buttons

Stickers

Swags Shirt for the Bear Mascot “Boomer”



Campaign Launch Swags

Drawstring Bag

Popcorn label T-shirtT-shirt voucher

Bear Bucks
Water bottle

CLAIM YOUR 

FREE 
T-SHIRT

AFTER 7 P.M., IN LOT 28, 
SOUTHEAST OF JUANITA K. HAMMONS HALL 

FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS.  

Lot 28 is best viewing spot for the  
fireworks finale at 7:30 p.m.

T H E  C A M P A I G N  F O R 
M I S S O U R I  S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y

2$ 2$

 This voucher entitles the BEARER to $2 worth of food or drink.
 Vouchers valid beginning at 7 p.m., Oct. 26, in the food truck  

area located in Lot 28, southeast of JKHHPA.
 No cash back or change will be given for voucher purchase.
 Purchaser responsible to pay any amount in excess of  

BearBucks redeemed. (For example, for a purchase of $7, you 
may either use $8 in BearBucks with no change or pay $6 in 
BearBucks and $1 in cash).

 Voucher cannot be redeemed for cash. 
 Valid ONLY on Oct. 26. 

BEAR
BUCKS



Campaign Flyers and Handouts

ARE YOU A CITIZEN VOLUNTEER?
THEN GIVE YOUR TIME AND HELP US MAKE  

IT’S ON, THE BEST EVENT EVER!
There are volunteer opportunities on Oct. 25 and 26.

POTENTIAL VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES:
 Greeters
 Ushers

 Pass out swag
 Event set up

 Event clean up
 Event logistics

WANT TO HELP?
Email drse@live.MissouriState.edu for more information.

Hours volunteered with It’s On will be considered on-campus service hours and can be used for 
scholarship and fraternity and sorority life volunteer hour requirements.

MISSOURI STATE IS ABOUT TO MAKE A BIG STATEMENT.
COME BE A PART OF IT.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Volunteer flyer Announcement flyer Parking map

JOIN US FOR THIS EPIC EVENT 

DOORS OPEN AT 5:30 P.M., OCT. 26, 2019, 
JUANITA K. HAMMONS HALL FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS

There will be a HUGE announcement and a surprise guest. After the big reveal, the 
party moves to the heart of campus for a food truck fair, entertainment and more.

WHAT’S IN IT FOR YOU?
 Free food! All attendees will receive $8 
in Bear Bucks to cash in at an array of 
food truck vendors parked on campus. 
Value can only be redeemed during the 
event. 

 Free t-shirts to the first 500 people.
 Swag bags for all attendees.
 Photo ops.
 And an awesome fireworks finale. 

YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS IT!  SO, DON’T FORGET, IT’S ON! 

MISSOURI STATE IS ABOUT TO MAKE A BIG STATEMENT.

HAVE YOU HEARD?

MAY 16,  2009
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NORTHNORTH

SCHEDULE 
OF 

EVENTS

JQH
Arena

GENERAL 
PARKING

VIP
PARKING

BEARS FUND 
MEMBER 
PARKING

P BFP

Bookstore

Kentwood Hall

FIREWORKS 
STAGING AREA

NO 
PARKING

FOOD TRUCK 
FAIR
NO 

PARKING

VIP PARKING
ENTER HERE

— 4:30 pm —
VIP RECEPTION

VIP tent located in lot between 
Bear Park North and  

Juanita K. Hammons Hall 
for the Performing Arts

— 5:30 pm —
DOORS OPEN 

Juanita K. Hammons Hall

— approx. 7:00 pm —
FOOD TRUCK FAIR AND 

FIREWORKS FINALE 
Lot 28

Optimal location for  
fireworks viewing

VIP PARKING
VIP Parking in Bear Park North, 

enter off Cherry St.

DRESS
BearWear casual

VIP
PARKING

VIP
PARKING

VIP RECEPTION

Lot 
28



Campaign Name Badges

STAFF
OCT. 26, 2019

PASS MUST BE SHOWN FOR  
ALL VIP PRIVILEGES

— 4:30 pm —
VIP RECEPTION

VIP tent located in lot between Bear Park North and 
Juanita K. Hammons Hall for the Performing Arts

— 5:30 pm —
DOORS OPEN 

Juanita K. Hammons Hall 
Show this pass to take advantage of priority seating at

— APPROX. 7:00 pm —
FOOD TRUCK FAIR AND 

FIREWORKS FINALE 
Lot 28

Optimal location for fireworks viewing

VIP PARKING
VIP Parking in Bear Park North, enter off Cherry St.

DRESS
BearWear casual

Name badge for staff

* * ALL-ACCESS * *

VIP
PASS

OCT. 26, 2019

PASS MUST BE SHOWN FOR  
ALL VIP PRIVILEGES

— 4:30 pm —
VIP RECEPTION

VIP tent located in lot between Bear Park North and 
Juanita K. Hammons Hall for the Performing Arts

— 5:30 pm —
DOORS OPEN 

Juanita K. Hammons Hall 
Show this pass to take advantage of priority seating at

— APPROX. 7:00 pm —
FOOD TRUCK FAIR AND 

FIREWORKS FINALE 
Lot 28

Optimal location for fireworks viewing

VIP PARKING
VIP Parking in Bear Park North, enter off Cherry St.

DRESS
BearWear casual

Name badge for VIP guest



Campaign Banners

“It’s On” teaser banner Onward Upward banner unveiled after launch day, Oct. 26



Campaign Signs

Backdrop sign

Podium sign

Sandwich boards

Retractable banner

T H E  C A M P A I G N  F O R  
M I S S O U R I  S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y

T H E  C A M P A I G N  F O R  
M I S S O U R I  S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y

T H E  C A M P A I G N  F O R  
M I S S O U R I  S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y

T H E  C A M P A I G N  F O R  
M I S S O U R I  S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y



Campaign Feature Story in Alumni Magazine

THE MAGAZINE PUBLISHED FOR THE ALUMNI AND FRIENDS OF MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY  VOL. 15 ISSUE 1  JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2020

This changes everything.

ONWARD, UPWARD:
THE CAMPAIGN FOR 

MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY
John Goodman, ’75, campaign cabinet chairman

IT’S TIME 
TO LIFT 
MISSOURI 
STATE 
ONWARD, 
UPWARD, 
TOGETHER.
WRITTEN BY JULIANA GOODWIN AND MICHELLE S. ROSE

T H E  C A M P A I G N  F O R  M I S S O U R I  S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y

This is a transformational moment for 
Missouri State University.

You know we’re a university on the 
rise. We are doing inspiring, impressive 
things on campus — and beyond. This 
is in part because of support from 

dedicated Bears like you.

Now, we’re coming together to 
keep the momentum building.

We have launched 
a bold, historic 

campaign that will 
lead us into a 

new era.
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T H E  C A M P A I G N  F O R  M I S S O U R I  S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y

   A large crowd, estimated to be more than 4,000 
Bears and supporters, gathered for the It’s On event at 
Juanita K. Hammons Hall for the Performing Arts. 

12     ALUMNI .MISSOURISTATE .EDU

THE BUZZ AROUND 
ONWARD, UPWARD 
STARTED TO BUILD 

MONTHS AGO.
The campus and community  

had seen signs for It’s On — an  
event where we would announce 
some big news.

At Homecoming, we were ready 
to share the secret. 

THE BIG REVEAL, BY A 
BIG-TIME ALUMNUS
The excitement was electric.  
At 4 p.m. Oct. 26, a line of people 
wrapped around Juanita K. Hammons 
Hall for the Performing Arts. 

Lauren Kerr and Tess Smith were 
among those waiting. The juniors 
were eager for the reveal.

Rumors had swirled around 
campus about It’s On.

“My favorite is Clif Smart is 
running for president,” said Smith. “I 
am just along for the ride.”

By 5 p.m., even more people 
snaked around the building. 

Maroon water flowed from 
the fountains and a deejay played 
energetic tunes. Students’ heads 
bobbed up and down, cheerleaders 
shook their pompoms and everyone 
was eager for the doors to open. 

When people poured into the hall, 
they snagged seats as Bear spotlights 
zipped around the theatre walls. MSU 
trivia flashed on the big screen.

Missouri State students from 
vocal music and band programs 
kicked off the event by performing 
“High Hopes” by Panic! At the Disco. 
The inspirational lyrics include 
“Didn’t know how but I always had a 
feeling, I was gonna be that one in a 
million. Always had high, high hopes!”

Next, a “tour group” arrived on 
stage. One of the participants had 
a question: “Are there any famous 
alums who worked in Tent Theatre 
but maybe have gone on to win a 
Screen Actors Guild SAG Award?”

The guide answered: Tess Harper!
The tour participant tried again: 

“How about one of the coveted 
Golden Globe-winning actors?”

The guide: Kathleen Turner!
By this time the audience had 

caught on: The questioner was  

MISSOURI  STATE     JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2020     13

T H E  C A M P A I G N  F O R  M I S S O U R I  S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y

   Missouri State University 
President Clif Smart 
introduced John Goodman, 
’75, as a “proud Bear, 
Missouri State alumnus, 
actor extraordinaire.” 
Goodman is the campaign 
cabinet chairman. 

  Aiyana Williams, a vocal performance major, sang during 
a rendition of “Rise Up,” originally by Andra Day. 

   Missouri Gov. Mike Parson spoke about his family 
ties to MSU. “My daughter and son-in-law both are 
proud graduates of MSU, and it’s been exciting to watch 
the university grow over the years.” He said Missouri 
State has a major impact on our state’s economy and 
workforce. “By investing in MSU and providing students 
with the right opportunities, we can all work together  
to ensure the future is bright for the next generation.”
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   David D. Glass, ’60, turned his MSU education 
into impressive roles as the former president 
and CEO of Walmart and the former owner of the 
Kansas City Royals. “I’m eternally grateful for 
what I received here, and we need to make sure 
that same opportunity is available to everyone 
who wants to take advantage of it. Thank you 
all for your support and what you’re doing. Let’s 
make this campaign great, and go Bears!”

   Former Football Bear Clay 
Harbor, ’15, went on to play in 
the NFL and then appear on 
“The Bachelorette.” He told 
fellow Bears his scholarship 
changed his life. “I can’t 
even start to say how much 
Missouri State has shaped me 
as a person. Coming from an 
underprivileged family, I had 
one scholarship offer coming 
out of high school: Missouri 
State. If I wouldn’t have had 
that offer, there would never 
have been a chance to meet 
my great coaches, the faculty 
members, the teammates 
who helped me to achieve my 
lifelong goal of playing in the 
National Football League. … It 
was your support that really 
did that. I want to say thank 
you from the bottom of my 
heart for everything you’ve 
done and everything you 
continue to do.”

none other than John Goodman,  
class of 1975.

Goodman turned to MSU 
President Clif Smart, who had joined 
him on stage.

“I have a few suggestions for 
this tour. Is there any chance to 
give a little refresher course during 
orientation on some of your more 
accomplished alumni? Like, maybe, 
oh, someone who hosted Saturday 
Night Live 13 times?”

The audience yelled “We love 
you!” as the two sat down to talk 
about Goodman’s time on campus 
and why he was at MSU.

“MSU is at a pivotal time in its 
history. We have a chance to make 
some monumental advances,” 
Goodman said. “When I heard  
about the ambitious size of this 
vision, I realized it’s going to take 
every alumnus to be involved. That’s 
why I’m back here in Springfield:  
to chair a campaign that’s going  
to transform this campus. I’m really 
excited. I think a lot of great things 
are going to happen.”

THE GOAL IS AMBITIOUS, 
BUT WE WILL GET THERE
Onward, Upward is the biggest 
fundraising campaign in Missouri 
State University history.

“The name symbolizes where  
we want to go — a trajectory we’ve 
been on for quite some time, but 
now we’re going further and faster,” 
Goodman said. 

The goal is ambitious: Raise  
$250 million to create an educational 
experience like no other. 

“In order for this campaign to 
be transformational, well, it has to 
be big,” Smart said. “It has to be our 
biggest ever.”

We’re not starting from zero, 
however. The campaign has been in a 
silent phase for two years. 

The Missouri State University 
Foundation has already raised more 
than $151,738,352. That number 
includes recent gifts, such as:

 The Betty and Bobby Allison 
stadiums and recreation fields.

 The Bill and Lucille Magers Family 
Health and Wellness Center.

 The Davis-Harrington  
Welcome Center.

Continued on page 23
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T H E  C A M P A I G N  F O R  M I S S O U R I  S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y

WHAT A WAY TO KICK THIS OFF: 
CAMPAIGN LEADERS, SUPPORTERS ANNOUNCE GIFTS

John Goodman pledged a significant lead gift to create a 
permanent home for Tent Theatre. 

Tent Theatre has been an MSU tradition for more 
than 50 years. Every summer, three different productions 
are presented under the orange and green tent. 

Each show usually attracts more than 400 guests, 
who enjoy performances by our students, guest artists 
and MSU alumni. This investment ensures this beloved 
tradition continues into the future. 

“This would be a permanent structure,” Goodman 
said. “Not only to be used for Tent, but a place for 
(everyone) to go and relax, and listen to music, look 
at some visual art, some sculpture, paintings, listen to 
maybe somebody doing a poetry/beat slam.”

President Clif Smart and his wife, Gail, made an estate gift 
to establish new professorships in four academic areas:

 Music.
 Musical theatre.
 English (her major).
 Political science (his major).

“We hope many of you will join us in this effort  
to establish many more new chairs and new 
professorships,” Smart said. “This will energize our 
faculty. It will improve student outcomes and it will raise 
the profiles of departments all across campus.”

ONWARD, UPWARD 
is a line from a historic version of the Missouri 
State fight song. It reflects our pride in our 
past. It also reflects the knowledge that we 
must always push forward to elevate our 
performance, our profile and our people.
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Meet the 
campaign 
cabinet
These alumni and supporters will play 
a significant role in Onward, Upward. 
“They will provide the energy and the 
momentum this campaign needs,”  
said Brent Dunn, vice president  
for university advancement and 
executive director of the Missouri State 
University Foundation. 

John Goodman, 
’75, chair,  
New Orleans

Tim Foote, ’72,  
Littleton, Colorado

Matt Harthcock, 
’77, Sun City 
Center, Florida

Gordon Kinne, ’75, 
Springfield

Bryan Magers, 
Springfield

Mark McQueary, 
Springfield

Mike Minor, ’80,  
Kansas City, 
Missouri

Anna Marie 
Presutti, ’86,  
San Francisco

Mary Schrag, 
Springfield

Dr. Susan 
Sims-Giddens, 
Springfield

DISCOVER A 
MESSAGE FROM 

JOHN GOODMAN, 
STORIES, VIDEOS, THE 

TOP PRIORITIES OF 
THE CAMPAIGN AND 

LATEST NEWS:

MissouriState.edu/
OnwardUpward

WHEN YOU GIVE BACK, 
WE ALL MOVE FORWARD
Be part of Onward, Upward

Your participation strengthens us and drives our 
success. Private support has never been more 
important to the growth and progress of Missouri 
State. Any gift you make, no matter its size, will make a 
difference. Thank you!

Ways to give
We accept gifts in many forms, including:

 Bonds and mutual 
funds.

 Cash and credit cards.

 Life insurance.
 Matching gifts.
 Personal property.

 Real estate.
 Stocks and securities.

Talk to us about an estate gift
Considering a substantial future gift, or planning your legacy? We’re happy  
to answer your questions and help you along the way. 

Give your time
Are you interested in engaging with students, networking with alumni or 
accepting a leadership role? You can find the opportunity that means the most 
to you. Make your maroon and white loyalty count! 
Alumni.MissouriState.edu/Volunteer

Make your gift today
GIVE ONLINE
The online giving process is fast, safe and secure. You can choose which areas 
you’d like to support and complete a simple form. You can even make payments 
or make this a recurring gift.

CALL OR EMAIL US
We’re happy to communicate with you if you have questions or need help. 

MAIL A CHECK
Send to: 
Missouri State University Foundation 
Kenneth E. Meyer Alumni Center 
300 S. Jefferson Ave., Suite 100 
Springfield, MO 65806

Contact us! We’re here to help you find 
the way to give that fits you best.

MissouriStateFoundation.org

417-836-4143

Foundation@MissouriState.edu
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T H E  C A M P A I G N  F O R  M I S S O U R I  S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y

WHAT WILL THIS CAMPAIGN DO?
Onward, Upward, the largest comprehensive campaign  
we have ever undertaken, will support and transform the 
university in four priority areas.

Faculty support
When did you first know what your future could be?  
Did a mentor inspire you during a class, in a lab or on a 
study-away trip? Maybe your favorite instructor gave you 
the tools and confidence to go after your dreams.

The best faculty members change lives, in the 
classroom and beyond. They make discoveries and create 
knowledge. They raise the profiles of their departments 
and the entire university.

We will establish new fellowships, 
professorships and chairs  
to attract and retain incredible 
faculty members. 

“Faculty endowments call attention 
to Missouri State in the landscape 
of American higher education. 
They show that we’re a place on 
the move, doing serious hiring.”

DR. JOHN SCHMALZBAUER, 
PROFESSOR OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

Holds the Blanche Gorman Strong Chair in  
Protestant Studies

Student support
We understand college is a major investment. Our 
philosophy: A quality education should be within the 
financial reach of all students. We do all we can to 
control costs. But we still know the monetary burden of 
attending a university is just too much for some students.

We will create more scholarships  
for talented, diverse undergraduate  
and graduate students.

“If you’ve given to student scholarships, 
you’ve given a recipient time. This 

time lets them further their 
studies, get more involved on 
campus and essentially have a 

more fruitful life.”

KAMRAN CHOUDHRY,  
ACCOUNTING MAJOR  
Holds the Bernice Gabriel Memorial Scholarship  
as well as another business scholarship
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WHAT WILL THIS CAMPAIGN DO?

Facilities support
In recent years, we have had the goal of creating a 
destination campus. Thanks to amazing private support, 
we have been able to build, renovate and update facilities. 
These spaces will enhance the student experience for 
years to come. 

We are excited to do more. We believe Missouri State 
can create a campus that is second-to-none. We dream 
of giving all Bears the spaces they deserve for learning, 
teaching, research and student life.

We will invest in facilities that  
help our scholars and athletes 
reach the highest possible levels  
of performance.

“The entire campus community 
now enjoys amazing facilities 
made possible by generous 
support. We hope more 
progress is to come, and that 
you want to be a part of our 
next vision for Missouri State.”

MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY  
PRESIDENT CLIF SMART

Program support
Students have an enriched educational experience 
because of university programs. Bears can be part of so 
many things: study-away trips, athletics, performance 
groups, academic clubs, volunteer organizations and a 
huge list of other activities. 

We will support extracurricular 
activities and programs to give  
our students a full, rewarding 
college experience. 

“We wouldn’t be able to do what 
we do without private funding. 
That support not only makes a 
difference to students during 
their time here. It benefits them 
for the rest of their lives.”

BRAD SNOW, DIRECTOR OF  
THE PRIDE BAND
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YOUR GIFTS HELP BEARS. 
Here are some of their stories.

I AM OVERCOMING  
THE ODDS, THANKS TO  
MY SCHOLARSHIP

Cecely Hulsey
Bachelor’s in biology with an emphasis in wildlife, 2019
Volunteered with Isabel’s House and the Humane Society

Growing 
up, I was 
surrounded 
by drug 
abuse, 
physical 
abuse and 
neglect.

Everyone 
always tells me, 

“I’m so sorry those 
things happened to you,” 
but I would never take any 
of it back because it made 
me who I am today.

When I started  
college, I wanted something 
more. Classes were  
time-consuming and having 
a full-time job surely would 
be too, and I wanted  
to make a difference in  
my community.

Because of the 
scholarships I 

received, I was 
able to dive in. 

Never in a 
million years 
would I have 

ever thought 
that I could 

graduate from a 
college like Missouri State.

In my family, college 
isn’t a normal thing, and I 
am overcoming the odds.

I think it’s a beautiful 
thing for someone to give 
a scholarship to a student 
because you are giving 
opportunity to those who 
may not have ever had  
that opportunity to be able 
to succeed and create a life 
for themselves.

“When you’re committed to improving lives like 
this school is, you inspire recipients to do the 
same. … I committed to myself very early on 
that I was going to rise above every challenge 
that came my way and I was going to try to 
bring as many people with me. So the question 
that I have then is, through this campaign, will 
you make it possible for thousands just like me 
to rise up?”

I AM GOING THE  
EXTRA DISTANCE FOR  
MY STUDENTS

Dr. Matthew Pierson
Associate professor, civil engineering
Holds the Guy Mace/Turblex Engineering Professorship

It’s exciting to teach 
someone.

These students are 
just so smart. You can see 
as they are sitting in the 
classroom that things are 
falling into place, they’re 
excited and they’re asking 
interesting questions. 

It’s the best feeling 
because I played a role in 
them “getting it.”

They’re gonna go 
out there and 
change the 
world.

Lots 
of these 
students 
have 
participated 
in our design 
teams, whether 
it’s the concrete 
canoe team or the steel 
bridge team. 

These are real 
engineering projects. 

We’re able to compete 
against the biggest schools 
in our region because 
we have a tight-knit 
group of students and 
because we have access to 
resources provided by my 
professorship.

This professorship 
also gives me the chance 
to purchase important 
research equipment.

Without this faculty 
support, it would 

be difficult to 
have these 
rewarding 
outcomes 
at Missouri 
State.

The 
generous people 

and organizations 
behind professorships 

are a part of going the extra 
distance for our students, 
and creating the best 
environment for them.

“If you think about your favorite teachers, 
I’m sure that they cared about you and they 
were passionate about teaching. The Onward, 
Upward campaign is about helping faculty and 
students unleash their passion to solve the 
world’s biggest problems, and that’s why I’m 
proud to be part of it.”

T H E  C A M P A I G N  F O R  M I S S O U R I  S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y
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YOUR GIFTS HELP BEARS. 
Here are some of their stories.

I AM PROUD TO  
CALL MISSOURI STATE  
MY HOME

Abdillahi Dirie
Health communication major 
2019-20 student body president, University Ambassador

As a University Ambassador, 
I love giving tours.

I get to see firsthand 
how the beauty of our 
campus affects and 
influences prospective 
students. As they look 
around, they can easily see 
the world of opportunity 
Missouri State offers.

I wanted to come to a 
campus that was beautiful, 
but also wanted a place 
that would be a 
great college 
experience.

I was 
born in 
Saudi Arabia. 
My family 
moved from 
country to 
country, seeking 
better educational 
opportunities, before 
coming to America in 2005.

During this process, I 
was often uncomfortable, 
and, sometimes, it was hard. 

But through it all, I saw  
the beauty in what other 
people are willing to do for 
each other.

As I walk across this 
campus, I see what other 
people are willing to do for 
this university.

When people invest  
in facilities at Missouri 
State, they’re investing in 
my future. 

Missouri State has 
provided me with 

an unbelievable 
college 
experience. 

I take 
pride in being 
a Bear.

I take 
pride as I walk 

in and out of these 
buildings.
I take pride when 

people talk about how 
beautiful campus is.

I take pride in calling 
this place home.

“Being connected to a campus, you feel 
committed to it. You look to constantly improve 
its legacy. When people visit a place that has a 
great sense of being, they are often moved by it. 
Missouri State has truly looked to design that 
sense of place for all students, but that mission 
is not over. There is still more to create.”

I HAVE SUPPORT TO PURSUE 
ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME 
EXPERIENCES

Alexa Willard
General business major
Lady Bear basketball player; number 22, guard

To all the people 
who support 
athletes, I 
want to say 
thank you. 
You make 
everything 
we do 
possible.

I picked 
Missouri State because 
of the fan base for women’s 
basketball. 

Our facilities and 
culture are great. 

Being part of a  
program that gives me a 
group of friends and family 
has made a huge difference 
in my experience. 

Coach Mox’s motto 
is FAB: family, academics, 
basketball, and that’s the 
order they go in. We get 
support to put the “student” 
in student-athlete. Most of 

the time if you’re 
not performing 

well in the 
classroom, 
you’re 
not gonna 
perform well 

on the court. 
That goes  

hand-in-hand.
Playing in the  

arena is definitely a  
great feeling. The fans are 
really supportive. I know 
they want me to succeed 
just as much as I want to 
succeed myself.

Last year, when we 
made it to the Sweet 16, 
that whole experience was 
special. It’s a once-in-a-
lifetime experience. 

Those moments are 
something I can look back 
on and say: “I’m really 
proud to be a part of that.”

“The incredible programs we have here at 
Missouri State allow us to find what excites 
us, what drives us and to truly grow in those 
spaces beyond the classroom. Those programs 
are the stepping stones for our passions. I am 
glad this campaign is creating the opportunity 
for all of us to experience life here more richly 
and deeply.”
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