
7 alumni talk about the surprising 
ways design and architecture can 
influence community

DESIGNING
MINDS
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Follow Robert Hill on Twitter at @hill3williston.

“Recognize that you’re a 
leader—even when you 
don’t think so—because  
you have the ability to 
influence someone else  
in a positive way.”
Dr. Cherie Holmes ’75, during her address 
at the Cum Laude induction ceremony

“Have faith that you will 
figure it out. Be patient 
with yourself during the 
transition, and know that 
you’ll get to a place where  
it works for you.”
Maddy Stern ’14, discussing college 
readiness as part of a panel featuring 
recent alumni

“You can’t refuse the world. 
You have to embrace the 
world in all its darkness, 
and beauty. As a writer, 
you have to open yourself 
to experiences.”
Colum McCann, National Book Award 
winner, speaking as part of the 20th 
Writers’ Workshop series (see story, 
page 16)

“I have to squeeze in 
drawing time whenever 
I can. I do it on the bus, 
during lunch at school, 
when I play Dungeons and 
Dragons with my friends 
(because I’m a giant dork).”
Jessie Young, digital portrait artist whose 
work hung at the Grubbs Gallery in 
January, on her process

“It is important to recognize 
that the past has everything 
to do with our future.”
Maxine Maxwell, actress, activist, and 
presenter, during Williston’s Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day assembly

Please send letters to the 
editor, class notes, obituaries, 
and changes of address to:

The Williston Northampton School 
Advancement Office 
19 Payson Avenue 
Easthampton, MA 01027 
email: info@williston.com

“Everyone said, ‘We 
don’t care who you 
love. Just pick that 
[heavy thing] up.’”
Rob Kearney, head athletic 
trainer and World’s Strongest 
Man competitor, during an 
assembly where he described 
coming out as gay to his 
teammates

“You can be whatever 
you want to be 
without this stuff.”
Brian Parker of the Taylor Hooton 
Foundation, speaking to students 
about performance-enhancing 
drugs

“I’m different on the 
ice. I’ll be the one to 
just get up and do 
something funny just 
to lighten the mood. 
Hockey, especially 
here, has given me 
confidence in myself, 
given me friends—all 
these people [are] 
supporting me to just 
be me.”
Marielle McHale ’18, who will play 
ice hockey at Syracuse University, in 

a letter to prospective students. McHale 
was one of 23 students who signed to 
play college sports this year.

Worth Repeating

“WE SHAPE OUR BUILDINGS,” WINSTON CHURCHILL FAMOUSLY REMARKED,“THEREAFTER, THEY SHAPE US.” 
I’ve had the chance to reflect on this idea quite often this year: Whenever I walk out of my back door,  
I see  exciting progress happening on Williston’s newest dormitory. When it opens this fall, it will begin 
shaping the Williston Northampton experience for the first of many generations of students and faculty 
families. Along with our current 194 Main Street dorm, the new dorm will frame a residential quad, which 
will serve as a place for our broader campus community to gather, connect, study, play Frisbee, hang out 
in Adirondack chairs, and all those other things that create memories and a feeling of closeness.
    This concept—that a shared space can enhance a campus’s sense of community—has been a goal of 
our dormitory project from the start. It is also central to the work of an exceptional group of Williston 
alumni, who are accomplished leaders in the fields of architecture, design, and construction. As you’ll 
see, starting on page 34, they have spent their careers creating spectacular structures where commu-
nity thrives, including school, university, and corporate campuses (as well as noteworthy landmarks 
such as the LAX gateway pylons and the Australian Parliament). In this issue, we asked them for their 
thoughts on what makes a campus design successful, how architecture can build community, and how 
their time at Williston shaped their own lives and careers. 
    Another inspiring group in in this issue is...you! A whopping 1,112 of you joined in our annual Founders 
Day Challenge this past February, helping us reach $350,000 and all sorts of other impressive “firsts,” 
which you can read about on page 18. A huge thanks to all of you for taking part and helping us continue 
to create extraordinary experiences for Williston students today.

Head’s Letter

The day before Founders 
Day, Williston Northamp-
ton School received a 
timely donation of por-
traits of Emily and Samuel 
Williston from Margaret 
and William Naumes.

Ms. Naumes, accord-
ing to Archivist Richard 
Teller ’70, is a descendant 
of Harriet Keopuolani 
Richards Williston Clark. 
In 1838, Harriet and her 
brother, Lyman, were 
taken in by the Willistons.

The portraits, set on ea-
sels in the Clapp Memorial 
Library, made an immedi-
ate impression.

“Two students (sepa-
rately), Josh Holmberg 
’18 and Catherine King ’19, 
stopped to ask questions 
about the paintings,” 
Teller said, “and uttered 
the highest of adolescent 
accolades, respectively: 
‘cool’ and ‘wow.’ That, said 
Ms. Naumes, convinced 
her on the spot that she'd 
made the right decision 
to ‘bring the paintings 
home.’”

A NEW PORTRAIT 
DONATION MAKES 
SAMUEL AND EMILY 
SMILE (INSIDE)

AUTHOR VISIT

Writers’ Workshop

“Do you see problems?  
Do you see injustice? When you see 

problems, what do you do?  
I’m going to recommend that you 
guys write. Explore it. Because, 
honestly, I do think you have the 

power to make change.”
Nic Stone, author of bestselling 

YA novel Dear Martin
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WILLISTON BUILDS
The walls are up, the roof is on, 
and Williston’s newest dorm is 
taking shape next to its sister 
structure, 194 Main Street. The 
future home to 40 students and 
four faculty families, the new dorm 
will have state-of-the-art features, 
such as geothermal heating, along 
with old-school awesomeness such 
as a huge game room and soaring 
windows that look out on the new 
residential quad. Watch the work 
in progress on our webcam, at 
williston.com/willistonbuilds.

 FACEBOOK.COM/WILLISTONNORTHAMPTON   FLICKR.COM/WILLISTONNORTHAMPTON   @WILLISTONNS  

 @WILLISTONNS   YOUTUBE.COM/WILLISTONNORTHAMPTON  

FOR WEB LINKS TO THE STORIES IN THIS ISSUE, GO TO WILLISTON.COM/BULLETIN

1 2

5

ACCENTUATING 
THE POSITIVE
This winter, students spent 
a day reflecting on what 
they were grateful for and 
recording their thoughts. 
Here’s a sampling:

• My teachers. My 
teammates. Ford Hall.

• Physical Plant staff

• Linda, who makes my 
omelet every morning

• Faculty dogs

• C Block English class  
with Mr. Rivers

• The amazing people  
I’ve met at Williston

• The people who laugh  
at my jokes

• My hockey teammates  
and coaches

• Grateful for my guys  
in robotics

• Mem West, Rodgers,  
my roommate. Coach K 
and Mr. T

• Brandon McGill’s hair

• Socca flocka

• Ms. Sawyer’s advisory 
muffins!!

• Benjamin Farmer,  
JV golf, Matt Liebowitz  
& Albert Camus

• Grateful for warm socks

• Williston’s proximity  
to Dunkin’ Donuts

• Chef Chris

• Motyka!

3

4 6

SO SOCIAL
If it’s happening at Williston, it’s on social media. Check often 
for posts like these: 1) English teacher and runner Alex Tancrell-
Fontaine after completing the NYC Marathon; 2) Assistant Dean 
of Students Erin Davey with her dogs on a snowy day; 3) students 
at the D.C. March for Our Lives; 4) Sarah Sawyer’s English class 
explores transcendentalism at Walden Pond; 5) girls varsity 
hockey players assemble at the NEPSAC quarterfinals; and 6) in 
Costa Rica, students volunteered and learned about local culture 
between jungle hikes and river rafting. 

4 WILLISTON NORTHAMPTON SCHOOL  
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CAMPUS NEWS

Why Not 
Speak Day

In its second year, Why 
Not Speak Day doubled 
its workshop offerings, 

setting out to explore  
the wide-ranging subject 

that encompasses what 
most teens are grappling 

with: identity.

A SAMPLING OF  
WORKSHOPS

• Autism: Debunking 
Myths, Spreading 
Awareness, and Sharing 
Stories

• Grateful for Gratitude

• Do You Know My Name?

• Theatre for Social 
Change

• What's Gender Anyway?

• Climate Justice: Looking 
at Climate Change 
Through a Lens of Social 
Justice

• Mind Your Mind

• Addiction and 
Alcoholism

• Boys to Men

• Civic Engagement 101

• Race, Justice, and Mass 
Incarceration in the 
United States

• You Can Say That

• Who the H#@$ Do You 
Think You Are?

• Think of Me As We

• Become an Anti-Bullying 
Warrior!

• Ending the Stigma: 
Asher's Story

• Why Not Whitewash

• Who Are You to Tell Me 
Who I Am?

• Family Traditions: Spicy, 
Hearty & Comforting

• Betty Rocker to Betty 
Crocker

• Code Your Way Up!

• Learning Disabilities: 
Facts and Myths

Rev. E. Taylor Doctor delights the audience during his keynote

The morning of Why Not Speak (WNS) Day began without a word, but it did 
not begin in silence. Tori Zingarelli ’18 calmly walked to the front of the Phillips 
Stevens Chapel, filled with students, faculty, and staff. As the boisterous audience 
hushed, music sounded and she began singing “I Know Where I’ve Been,” from 
the musical Hairspray!, clearly and with conviction. Dancers Triniti Slaughter ’18, 
A’kayla Williams ’18, and Jamie O’Malley ’20, all dressed in black, arrived on stage 
and began to move.

 It was a powerful beginning to an important day, one with a special schedule 
that included speakers and more than 60 student- and faculty-led workshops, all 
addressing a central theme, The Identity Toolkit.

After the performance, which received a standing ovation, Director of Inclusion 
Erin Davey introduced the Why Not Speak Day keynote speaker, Rev. E. Taylor 
Doctor (“a beam of light,” she called him). Doctor spoke to great acclaim at last 
year’s inaugural WNS Day. As he began, he walked up and down the aisles of 
the chapel in what became a conversation about how names and labels impact 
identity. “Forget the labels,” he told students. “Just call me by my name. There is 
power in names.”

Zingarelli said she was uplifted by Rev. Doctor’s talk. “His wise words about 
freeing everyone of labels and allowing each individual to be who they want to be,” 
she said, “was a beautiful and profound message.”

The Identity Toolkit
Students led workshops on 
social issues and dynamics

Science teacher 
Kenneth Choo 

leading a workshop Students stand ready to facilitate
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In a fitting tribute to a career devoted to inspiring 
excellence and modeling leadership, Williston 
Northampton School’s Athletic Director Mark 
Conroy was elected to the NEPSFCA Coaches’ Hall 
of Fame this fall. As a result, one of the seven NEP-

SAC championship football bowl games will be named 
the Mark Conroy Bowl.

“I arrived at Williston in the fall of 2000, stepping 
into the very big shoes of Rick Francis, who was the 
longtime AD and football coach,” Conroy said. Fran-
cis started at Williston in 1958. “Thanks to Rick’s 
leadership, Williston had a very rich tradition, and 
it was always very important to me to sustain this 
legacy of football here.”

Conroy’s football coaching record was 84-46 
with three bowl berths. However, to him, the 
experience was bigger than the numbers. “For 
me it was less about the win-loss record and 
more about what I like to call the magic of 
football—the relationships that were formed 
and the life lessons that were learned play-
ing this great game.”

That commitment to mentoring youth is 
evident to all who work with Conroy.

“There weren’t any bad days playing for 
Coach Conroy,” said Noah Clack ’18.

“There’s not a better man,” said current 
football coach and college counselor Tom Bea-
ton. “Although he’s a fantastic coach, his players 
would say he’s a teacher and role model first and a 
coach second.”

HE’S
GOT

GAME
Williston’s athletic director

the Mark Conroy Bowl?

was elected to the Football Coaches’

Hall of Fame. Who’s ready for
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Williston’s swimming and diving 
teams competed at Roger Will- 
iams University in the NEPSAC 
Division 2 championships in 
Rhode Island—and they came 
back with some hardware!

Both the boys and girls teams 
ended their seasons with excep-
tional performances that solidi-
fied Williston’s reputation as a 
swimming powerhouse.

The boys team finished in third 
place, while the girls won their 
third straight NEPSAC champi-
onship with a dominant perfor-

mance that included scoring a 
meet-record 463 points.

To add to this tremendous fi-
nal effort, both teams managed 
to set numerous pool, school, 
and NEPSAC records along the 
way. Read more at williston.com/ 
athletics.

TAKING HOME THE TROPHY

The Williston Scholars program 
continues to expand. This year, 54 
students took a trimester-long deep dive 
into a subect they are passionate about 
in language, history, performing arts, 
math, science, English, and visual arts. 
The range of topics was as diverse and 
fascinating as the Scholars themselves. 
At right, a sampling of just a few.

Writers’ Workshop series presenter Colum 
McCann uses narrative to heighten empathy 
with the goal of achieving connection

1980’s Miracle on Ice

The ramifications of the U.S. 
Olympic hockey win over Russia

Sketch Comedy

A humorous examination of 
stereotypes about millennials

Genocide on Trial

Cambodia’s Khmer Rouge and the 
hearings that followed atrocities

Education Investment

Why funding universal preschool 
confers broad benefits

Populism Then and Now

Is Donald Trump a modern-day 
William Jennings Bryan?

Before #MeToo

How times have changed since 
Anita Hill’s stirring testimony

Colombian Revolutionaries

How the rural poor were affected 
by a decades-long conflict

Suicide in Japan

Challenging a cultural norm about 
mental health care

NEW PROJECTS FROM 
WILLISTON SCHOLARS

THE POWER 
OF STORY

Pink in the Rink

The girls varsity hockey 
team raised $3,200 for 
breast cancer research 

through a bake sale and a 
raffle during its 

iconically pink game.

Winter Warmer

At this benefit concert, 
students collected donated 

outerwear and raised 
$350 to purchase bedding 

for the Easthampton 
Community Center.

Library Love

Club members
moved boxes (and more 
boxes!) of books back to 
the renovated basement 
of Easthampton's Emily 

Williston Library.

Serving Meals

Students cooked for those 
staying at the Ronald 

McDonald House, which 
provides affordable 
lodging for families 

seeking medical care.

Caring Café

The Stu-Bop, the student 
café, donated 5 percent 

of proceeds‚ $3,188, to the 
Easthampton 

 Community Center to help 
families in need.

COMMUNITY-MINDED WILDCATS By volunteering and fundraising, Williston Community Service Club members and 
their peers have embodied living with purpose, passion, and integrity.

Stories and storytelling are what legislates the world,” 
Irish-born writer Colum McCann told the Williston 
community gathered in the Phillips Stevens Chapel 
for an assembly. People’s stories include great joy 
and suffering, and we must key into both. “You can’t 
refuse the world,” McCann explained. McCann, on 
campus as a speaker for the 20th Writers’ Workshop 
series (see story, page 16), has followed his own 

advice. Trained as a journalist, he spent time with people who live in 
the train tunnels under Manhattan, with Roma families in Romania, 
and in towns across the U.S. This experience has informed an award-
winning body of work, including Let the Great World Spin, for which 
he won a National Book Award in 2009, and 2015’s Thirteen Ways of 
Looking, in which he elaborates on the theme of perspective. McCann 
cofounded Narrative 4, an organization that works to build empathy 
and understanding between disparate groups by having the opposing 
sides learn about one another, then tell the other side’s story. The 
process has been used to open channels of communication between 
groups for and against guns, between Jews and Palestinians, in Ireland, 
in Rwanda, and throughout the U.S. “We can use the power of imagina-
tion to be somebody else,” he said. “The more we tell our stories and 
listen to the stories of others, the more we engage, the bigger we get.”
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swimming excellence, for the third 
year in a row the girls 

team brought home the 
NEPSAC Division 2 trophy.
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2. Peter Gunn, History 
“In a time when an understanding of gov-
ernment seems vital, the engagement of 
students in the discussion of the structure, 
development, and process of govern-
ment—well, I don’t know what 
we do that’s more important.”

1. Ed Hing '77, Photography
“I do believe that the best photographers 
have had exposure (sorry) to both film 
and digital processes. Film-based imaging 
teaches the concept of pre-visualization, 
yet rewards with the unexpected. Digital 
imaging is instantaneous. It’s in your face, 
and unforgiving.”

4. Dr. Raj Shrivastava,  
Robotics, Computer Science
“Why is it important that students master 
scientific literacy? The world is their 
platform, and the language of science, 
technology, commerce, and entertainment 
will be their future. They need to know the 
vocabulary before they can converse—and 
lead future generations.”

FACULTY 
FRIDAY
Our faculty is what 
makes Williston special. 
To highlight our world-
class teachers, we 
take to Facebook for 
a weekly post to share 
what’s on their minds. 
Find more at williston.
com/facultyfriday.

5. Sarah Sawyer, English
“Reading is asking you to be more human, 
more empathetic. It’s the most valuable 
thing you can teach.”
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3. Emily Ditkovski,  
Theater
“Theater is all about collaboration. 
There is a unique exchange that 
happens among all the people 
working together to get a production 
on its feet, as well as the connection 
between audience and performer.”
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ON FROZEN POND
If life gives you lemons, make lemonade. 
If it gives you bitter cold temperatures? Play 
pond hockey. On the way to the finals of the 
NEPSAC championship tournament, the 
girls team did just that in February. The old-
school tradition dates to the earliest days 
of Wildcats hockey, when frozen Williston 
Pond served as the official school rink. Old-
timers remember using cake frosting to lay 
down the lines. These days, the ice opens to 
all students when conditions are right. 
“I played pond hockey every day over winter 
break,” says boys hockey team member Cam 
Mariani ’19. “I would have never had that 
chance if I didn’t go to Williston.”
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SPORTS 
HIGHLIGHTS

925
Pounds deadlifted by Head Athletic 
Trainer Rob Kearney, who refers to 
himself as “The World’s Strongest 

Gay” (because it’s true, just ask him). 
Kearney told his story of strength 

and boundary-breaking in October 
at a school assembly.

The WilliList
A by-the-numbers look at recent school highlights 

—BY DENNIS CROMMETT

Length in hours of the 
prestigious American 
Invitational Mathematics 
Examination, taken 
by Steven Wang ’20 
and Ji Soo Hwang ’21 
in March. In addition, 
Wang finished in 2nd 
place out of over 1,000 
competitors in the New 
England Math League. 3,1,1

Number of gold, silver, and 
bronze awards, respectively, 
won by the Communications 
Office in January’s CASE 
District I Circle of Excellence 
Awards. The Bulletin 
took home gold in two 
categories. The other gold 
went to the school’s recently 
redesigned admission yield 
package.

A time signature found alongside 
4/4 and 2/4 in the “Tonight 
Quintet” from West Side Story, 
performed at February’s Winter 
Choral Concert.

1:16.66
Total time for Sophie 
Carellas ’18 in February’s 
NEPSAC Class B Alpine 
Ski Championships, 
earning her first place in 
the Slalom.

40+
Wildcat seniors who have 
committed to play sports 
at the college level next 
year. Student-athletes will 
compete in more than 10 
sports, ranging from golf 
to football, and including 
Division 1 programs at 
Syracuse, Princeton, and 
Columbia.

27
Athletic contests 
streamed live on 
Williston’s YouTube 
channel this winter. 
February’s athletic signing 
was also live-streamed.

14.5
Number of sacks in one 
season by senior football 
player Xavier Thibault 
(Columbia University 
’22), breaking the school 
record. Thibault was also 
named Co-Defensive 
Player of the Year in the 
Erickson League and won 
the Dr. Frank L. Boyden 
Award for top prep 
football player. 

50
Number of legs 

creating a kickline 
in the upcoming 

2018 Spring Dance 
Concert.

8
Number of minutes 
between periods during 
which Rink Coordinator 
Dan Gould becomes the 
envy of hockey-loving kids 
by driving the school’s 
electric Zamboni in 
Lossone Rink.

Miles Lee Hawkes ’60 will bike on his own Tour de Hawkes, 
from New Orleans to Minnesota in May.

1,700

4
Grammy Awards won 

by visiting musician 
and historian David 

Holt, who performed 
and spoke as part of 
the Grum Project in 

December.

3
5
Thickness, in inches, of safe 
ice, according to Williston’s 
Pond Use Policy, which 
follows the Massachusetts 
Wildlife Ice Strength and 
Safety Guidelines: “Activities 
on the frozen pond will 
only be allowed if there is a 
minimum of five inches of ice, 
measured in six locations.”

60
Total countries visited 
by Jon Fitts ’60. Fitts 
has also been to all 50 
states. What does his 
wife, Carmen, think? 
Idaho, Alaska!
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WORDS
INSPIRING

Twenty years ago, author Madeleine Blais 
(P’00, ’04) was looking for a way to use her 
skills to help her sons’ school. “As a book-
worm, I only have one strength, and that is 

anything that promotes reading and writing,” Blais says. 
“So in a conversation with another Williston parent, 
Elinor Lipman P’00, I proposed that we combine forces 
to start a writers’ series on campus.”

“It was her brainchild,” agrees Lipman. “Our sons 
were close friends, and we were friends and were both 
writers, so it made very good sense.”

“In a truly brash act, we asked the head of school 
to ‘curricularize’ our efforts,” says Blais. Those efforts 
became the Writers’ Workshop, which brings visiting 
authors to make presentations and then meet with 
students enrolled in an advanced-level class.

After getting the go-ahead, the two “bent some 
elbows,” as Lipman says, to coax friends to participate. 
“We’d offer to return the favor, if they ever needed us 
to go talk—so we bartered,” she says. “But 90 percent 
of it was based on friendship.”

The program was an immediate success with both 
the students and community. The first two visitors, 
novelist Jill McCorkle and poet Mary Jo Salter, “were 
so lively and entertaining,” says Lipman. “We said, 
‘Wow, we have a good thing going here!’”

Over the past 20 years, the roster of visiting writ-
ers—which includes novelists, poets, journalists, bi-
ographers, and more—has grown into a must-read list 
of the best and the brightest. (For highlights, see the 
sidebar at right.) Besides speaking and answering ques-
tions in a public session, the guests spend time with 
the Writers’ Workshop class. Those students prepare 

by studying the author’s work—making the master 
class like an exceptionally well-sourced book club. It’s 
also a chance for the kids to ask a working writer just 
how it’s done. As Lisa Levchuk, the first teacher of the 
program, remembers, “It was always great to see the 
look on their faces when they realized that writing is a 
job like so many other jobs, one that requires the com-
mitment to show up at a desk every day.”

Sometimes the writers will take over teaching duties 
for the hour, as happened this past year with Nic Stone, 
author of the young adult book Dear Martin. “She 
came and did a bunch of on-the-spot exercises with 
my class,” says Matt Liebowitz, the current teacher. “It 
dovetailed with something I’ve been stressing with the 
class for weeks already, which was ideal!”

 The program’s longevity has, almost inevitably, re-
sulted in a Williston alumna returning as a guest speak-
er: Jennifer duBois ’02, the author of the acclaimed 
novels A Partial History of Lost Causes and Cartwheel. 
During her two visits (2012 and 2014), she spoke 
highly of her experiences as a student in the Workshop. 
“The author Frederick Reiken talked to us about writ-
ing beyond your own experience, and how maybe you 
do have to ‘write what you know,’ but that ‘you know 
more than you think you do’—which opened up the 
entire concept of fiction for me,” duBois says.

The Workshop has cemented itself as one of the 
things that make Williston such a extraordinary place. 
“I cannot say enough about the rare opportunity this 
class gives high school students to meet and discuss the 
craft with writers of every stripe,” says Levchuk. “This 
program is very special,” Liebowitz says simply. “It’s 
important that we have it.”

In the last two decades, 
the Writers’ Workshop 
has featured dozens of 
top authors, journalists, 
playwrights, and poets.  
A sampling includes:

MADELEINE BLAIS P’00, ’04, 
author of In These Girls, Hope  
Is a Muscle

PHILIP CAPUTO, Pulitzer  
Prize–winning author of  
A Rumor of War

JENNIFER DUBOIS ’02, author 
of Cartwheel

ANNE FADIMAN, author of The 
Spirit Catches You and You Fall 
Down

ARTHUR GOLDEN, author  
of Memoirs of a Geisha

JOHN KATZENBACH P’00, ’04, 
author of The Dead Student

TRACY KIDDER P’92, ’97 
Pulitzer Prize–winning author of 
The Soul of a New Machine

WALLY LAMB, author of She’s 
Come Undone

ELINOR LIPMAN P’00, author 
of The Inn at Lake Devine

DAVID MARANISS, author of 
Barack Obama

COLUM MCCANN, author of  
Let the Great World Spin

JODI PICOULT, author of  
My Sister’s Keeper

RICHARD RUSSO, Pulitzer 
Prize–winning author of  
Empire Falls

ANITA SHREVE P’06, ’07, 
author of The Pilot’s Wife

CURTIS SITTENFELD, author 
of Prep

MEG WOLITZER, author of  
The Interestings

“ I cannot say  
enough about the rare 
opportunity this class 
gives high school students 
to meet and discuss the 
craft with writers of every 
stripe.” —Former teacher 
Lisa Levchuck

AN ALL-STAR 
LINEUP OF 
WRITERS

For 20 years, the Writers’ Workshop series has brought 
inspiration and amazing writers to campus—BY DEBORAH WAY
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4 AWESOME FOUNDERS, 1 AWESOME DAY
More than a thousand generous alumni—and one energetic Wildcat mascot— made this year’s Founders 
Day one for the record books. Below, a recap. —BY KATE SNYDER

WE LIKE A CHALLENGE 
Playing hoops with D1-bound Duncan 
LeXander ’18, the Wildcat may be out of 
its league, but alumni rallied on 11 mini-
challenges posed by various class years 
and parents. Way to motivate!

HEY, ALUMNI! 
From near and far, alums were excited 
to connect. Associate Director of 
Admission Christa Talbot Syfu ’98 and 
Communications/Advancement Intern 
Maddy Scott ’16 were no exception.

GRATEFUL STUDENTS 
Why do we have Founders Day anyway? 
Because of the students! Dollars directly 
support the extraordinary experience 
they receive here. And they truly 
appreciate it.

SO MUCH TO FIND 
We asked you to share with us what you 
found at Williston. The sweetest response 
was from besties Middle School Director 
Jen Fulcher and Director of Middle School 
Admission Allison Marsland. Awww.

YOU WERE A-MAZE-ING 
Alumni donors increased by 48 percent 
and parent donors were up by 11 percent 
over last year! Graduating classes in 
the 2010 decade have bragging rights, 
though, with a 151 percent jump in donors. 

LET US EAT CAKE 
Founders Day lasted 24 hours, but  
this cake didn’t last nearly that long. 
Thanks to all who gave (for a grand  
total of $353,737!) to support the green 
and blue.
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Northeastern 
University’s Gordon 
Tribute Portal, by  
Selbert Perkins Design

Inside Cornell University’s Physical Sciences Building, 
designed by Koetter Kim & Associates/Mark deShong, 
Principal

Designing Mi nds

Williston alumni in the fields of 
architecture and design have made 
great contributions to structures and 
public spaces around the country. In 
honor of Williston’s new residential 
quad, we asked seven of them about 
their work, their experiences at 
Williston, and the surprising ways 
that design can influence human 
behavior and build community.

BY JONATHAN ADOLPH

Mark deShong ’69 ..................36 

Clifford Selbert ’71 ..................38

Cynthia Phakos ’72 ............... 40 

Tony Spagnola ’72 ...................41

Robert Tullis ’73 .......................42 

Rudy Seikaly ’81 .......................45

Lisa Hsiao ’91 .............................46
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WE ASKED

How can architecture 
build community?

MARK DESHONG: In general, I 
believe any building or place, if well 
done, will nurture the lives and 
well-being of its inhabitants, as well 
as reinforce and support its com-
munity. Places like Rosenkranz Hall 
at Yale—not only does it have an 
outdoor forum for people to sit and 
talk, but it also has a huge atrium 
inside so that people are constantly 
interacting. They are almost forced 
to. A very interesting Dutch architect 
of the ’70s and ’80s, Hermann Hertz-
berger, talks about designing housing 
so you can hate your neighbor. It’s 
the ability to choose to engage, to 
choose the degree of interaction with 
your community. People feel most 
comfortable interacting when they 
want to interact, when they choose 
to interact, not when they are forced 
to interact.

ROB TULLIS: Buildings and the 
exterior spaces that they form are 
extremely important in shaping our 
sense of place, which in turn shapes 
how we emotionally relate to any 
particular environment—campus, 
neighborhood, district, square, or pi-
azza. This emotional bond to a place, 
or the lack of it, impacts our sense of 
community there and our memories 
of it. In educational and corporate 
projects, a common client desire is 
the incubation of community and 
the encouragement of collaboration. 

You achieve this by considering the 
paths that people follow and the 
nodes where they intersect, and 
designing them to offer nooks and 
crannies where people can meet 
informally “by accident”—though 
it’s no accident if done right. In my 
mixed-use work it’s the same thing. 
You have multiple buildings in close 
proximity to each other, and you’re 
trying to create a place, and the place 
is really the public realm. It’s the 
space between the buildings, not the 
space inside the buildings.

CLIFF SELBERT: Our communities 
are linked by our diverse experiences 
and stories. At Selbert Perkins, we 
say “Every place has a story, and ev-
ery story has a place.” People are at-
tracted to environments that provide 
positive experiences and a sense of 
place.  Architecture and landscape —
combined with landmarks, art, and 
storytelling—are the tools to create 
the framework for building com-
munities, positive experiences, and a 
sense of place. As designers, we aim 
to combine these elements to create 
comfortable, active, secure, and fun 
spaces. When designed well, our 
public places link our experiences 
and stories, and shape our emotions 
and aspirations.

TONY SPAGNOLA: The front 
doors are very important—the places 

on campus that are the first impres-
sions of a school. I have been very 
involved in the admissions office at 
Stevens and the visitor center at Yale, 
doing the public spaces of a campus, 
marking them with a brand. These 
front doors are so important to com-
munity building. I’m always trying to 
explain to my clients that what your 
campus looks like is a reflection of 
your being.

CYNTHIA PHAKOS: Naturally lit 
spaces that are comfortable and 
roomlike, whether they are indoors 
or out, will be successful. Los Ange-
les is all about the flow from the in-
terior rooms to exterior rooms. For a 
dormitory building at the University 
of Arizona, we designed the building 
with the public rooms opening out to 
two courtyards, which provided great 
ventilation for the interior as well 
as an indoor-outdoor connection. 
To make the courtyards habitable 
during the extreme heat of the days 
and the cold of the desert nights, 
we designed outdoor fireplaces as 
wind scoops, which directed the 
prevailing winds into the courtyard 
spaces for ventilation during the 
day, and heated the courtyards at 
night. At the Amgen campus, for two 
laboratory buildings, we widened 
the corridors to create spaces for 
spontaneous meetings. We gave the 
corridors natural light, and provided 

whiteboards and seating, which in 
turn opened to the outdoors.

RUDY SEIKALY: There’s the school 
community and there’s the overall 
community. A lot of the buildings 
we do, we take a substantially large 
courtyard and enclose it in a huge 
glass atrium with soft seating and 
different tables where people can 
socialize and eat. It becomes a center 
hub for the entire campus. But it’s 
not just about the school community. 
Here in Washington, we focus on the 
community around the school, and 
how we can become connected to 
that community. I heard that there’s 
something like a 40 percent drop in 
crime in the areas surrounding some 
of the schools that we build. In a lot 
of the projects, the gym area, the li-
brary space, the theater, in coordina-
tion with the wider community, are 
made available, so the neighborhood 
feels like this is their school. It’s not 
some foreign entity that has landed 
in their backyard.

LISA HSIAO: An environment that 
creates community is where an 
individual can feel comfortable to be 
alone or choose to be engaged with 
people in a group. But the defini-
tion of community is also rapidly 
changing. Where we might have 
talked primarily about a physical 
space that defines community, now 
we need to factor in other elements. 
For example, digital communities, 
such as the communities we find on 
social media, are transforming how 
we interact with each other. Sharing 
communities, such as Airbnb and 
Uber, are rethinking the need to own 
a thing or space. In that perspective, 
the physical has to acknowledge 
that shift and respond accordingly, 
whether it’s about more responsive 
spaces, where our digital selves can 
be reflected in the physical world, or 
sharing spaces in novel ways.

Mark deShong ’69
Now retired, deShong spent 40 years designing high-profile 
buildings and facilities for the country’s top colleges and 
universities. Working with Koetter Kim & Associates, Kyu Sung 
Woo, Mitchell/Giurgola Architects, and other renowned firms, he 
led teams whose work now helps define the campuses of Cornell, 
Yale, Dartmouth, Harvard, Bowdoin, and Brown, among others. 
He has taught at the University of Pennsylvania, the Harvard 
Graduate School of Design, and the Temple University School of 
Architecture, and served on numerous professional committees.

EDUCATION: B.A. (Architecture), 
Syracuse University; M.Arch., 
University of Pennsylvania; Master 
of Design Studies (Urban Design/
Housing), Harvard University
EXAMPLES OF HIS WORK: The 
Australian Parliament House in 
Canberra, Australia; Klarman Hall 
and the Physical Sciences Building 
at Cornell University; Rosenkranz 
Hall at Yale University; and Akron 
Street Graduate Housing at Harvard 
University, winner, in 2011, of the 
Harleston Parker Medal (for the 
most beautiful building built in 
Boston).
FAVORITE PLACES AT WILLISTON: 

“Perhaps the Schoolhouse, coming 
together with fellow students to 
retrieve mail, mingling at snacks 
(graham crackers and milk) in the 
basement, milling between classes in 
shared corridors. I also enjoyed Los-
sone Arena, the special camaraderie 
among hockey team members.”
IN HIS OWN WORDS: “Working on 
any type of public building is an 
honor, because you are serving a 
larger community. When I started 
in architecture, we felt like, ‘Gee, we 
are being paid to do this work.’ I felt 
very fortunate to go into that career 
for that reason.”

Above, right: Inside 
Cornell University’s 
Physical Sciences 
Building. Left and 
below: The Australian 
Parliament House
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EDUCATION: Colgate University; 
B.F.A. and B.L.A.(Landscape Ar-
chitecture), Rhode Island School of 
Design
EXAMPLES OF HIS WORK: In addi-
tion to its distinctive landmarks, 
Selbert Perkins has developed a 
comprehensive street sign plan for 
the Emirate of Abu Dhabi; the entry 
gateway, streetscapes, and median 
sculptures for the Fremont East 
District in Las Vegas; the exterior 
and interior signs and facade for 
the World of Coca-Cola in Atlanta; 
and numerous signage and graphics 
projects for colleges and universities. 
Of special note: In the early 1990s, 
Cliff redesigned the area around Wil-
liston’s Victory Bell.
FAVORITE PLACES AT WILLISTON: 

“The main quad and the lake, 
because those places really give you 
a sense of place. They are centers. If 
people can feel comfortable and en-
gaged in knowing where the middle 
is, they usually can find everything 
else they are looking for.”
IN HIS OWN WORDS: “We create 
landmarks to orient people in their 
spaces. Landmarks are now selfie 
moments. People want to stand next 
to the Statue of Liberty or the Eiffel 
Tower or the LAX pylons and take 
their picture and send it out to the 
world, so everybody can locate the 
landmark they are next to.”
FOR MORE: selbertperkins.com

Clifford Selbert ’71
Together with his wife, Robin Perkins, Selbert heads Selbert 
Perkins Design, an international multidisciplinary design firm 
with offices in Los Angeles, Boston, Chicago, and Shanghai. 
Creating “logos to landmarks” for cities, corporations, 
institutions, and developers, Selbert Perkins is known for its 
monumental works, including the gateway pylons at LAX 
airport and the oversized furniture at the Pacific Design Center. 
The firm integrates art, communications, and environments to 
create what it calls design for the public good. A fellow of the 
Society of Environmental Graphic Design, Selbert has lectured 
around the world and received widespread professional 
recognition for his work.

Above: Pacific Design Center, 
in West Hollywood, CA. Selbert 
Perkins developed the exterior 
landmark sculptures, among 
other work. Left: The gateway 
for Los Angeles International 
Airport. Below: The World of 
Coca-Cola, in Atlanta. Selbert 
Perkins designed the exterior 
and interior sign program,  
the facade, and the main 
identity tower.

WE ASKED

What makes a space 
appealing to us?

CLIFF SELBERT: Spaces are ap-
pealing to us when we feel com-
fortable, safe, and oriented to our 
surroundings. Ultimately, the sign 
of a successful place is that people 
use it.  Successful environments 
encourage interaction throughout 
the day and night. Mixed uses 
including residential, offices, retail, 
restaurants, entertainment, with ac-
tive programming will energize the 
environment and attract people. The 
contemporary public marketplace is 
changing rapidly, and people want 
to experience art and culture—con-
certs, public art, food, and events. 
Appealing places have a lot of variety, 
and a lot of layers of activity. They 
are never a single-use place. They are 
always alive.

CYNTHIA PHAKOS: They have  
a feeling of safety, good orientation, 
connectivity of spaces, landscape, 
natural light, and a common  
character.

TONY SPAGNOLA: For a space to be 
appealing, there first must be a com-
fort level, a feeling of being contained 
and secure in a space. It is critical that 
schools recognize the need to create 
inviting, beautiful, sophisticated 
spaces of quality on their campuses—
spaces where a student can comfort-

ably learn, think, and dream. A place 
they will return to and use often. This 
helps a student build a connection, a 
sense of belonging to the place, and 
a fond memory. It is so important to 
make connections to places in life 
because, at the end of the day, all we 
have are our dreams and memories of 
those places.

LISA HSIAO: From a designer’s per-
spective, there is a balance of what’s 
familiar and comfortable with what’s 
weird and wonderful. You have to 
feel that there is something you 
connect to, but you also have to be 
pushed out of your comfort zone in 
some small way. A second aspect is a 
space that readily changes over time, 
whether you have been there once 
or a thousand times. For example, 
layering a physical space with digital 
content is a method to provide that 
freshness over time. And third, giv-
ing people a sense of control, but not 
necessarily ownership, over the en-
vironment. I feel like I have choice. I 
feel that I can do things in the space, 
but I don’t necessarily own it. More 
and more, spaces are being defined 
by how they successfully integrate 
our “bring your own device” mental-
ity into the environment.

RUDY SEIKALY: Many elements 
come into play. All our schools have 
an amazing color palette. And the 
floors have different color coding—
yellow, say, is for the third graders—
so the kids know which floor they are 
on. The lighting of the open spaces 
and the classrooms is paramount to 
making a school inviting and to help 
with learning. We use smart boards 
in lieu of the old blackboards or 
whiteboards, so we are bringing in 
technology to the classroom. We use 
sound-surround systems, so if you are 
sitting in the back of the room you 
can hear the teacher just as well as 
the kid sitting in the front row. And, 
of course, the common spaces—the 
cafeterias, the gymnasiums, and the 
theaters—those all play into this.

ROB TULLIS: Campuses are usually 
most successful when their exterior 
spaces have a defined figure or shape 
— defined courtyards, quads, proces-
sional avenues, and the like. Recent 
brain science has confirmed what 
perceptive observers and designers 
have known for centuries—that our 
evolved human perceptive traits 
are related to both our immediate 
physical surroundings and to the fact 
that we occupy the bodies that we 
do. For instance, there’s a behavioral 
characteristic called thigmotaxis, or 

edge-hugging tendency. Humans 
and other creatures gravitate to and 
feel more comfortable near edges. 
So we are psychologically at home in 
places with defined and strong edges 
and we feel uneasy in open areas 
with ill-defined edges. [For more 
on this, see Tullis’s YouTube talks on 
Placemaking.]

MARK DESHONG: People feel at 
home for many different reasons. 
They usually sense when they’re in 
a quality environment, one that has 
either evolved indigenously through 
time or been brought about through 
the efforts of a caring architect and 
his considered process. Examples of 
this in terms of a campus: time-
tested quadrangles, which through 
Thomas Jefferson’s thinking evolved 
into the more American model of 
porous buildings around the Lawn at 
the University of Virginia. Similarly, 
America’s powerhouse architect Lou-
is Kahn revolutionized the library 
building concept at Exeter with his 
simple yet brilliant poetic notion: 
“Take a book to light.” Internal stacks 
of books were designed to occupy 
interior space, while students have 
the ability to take reading material 
to niches at the exterior wall, with 
well-controlled natural light.
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EDUCATION: B.A., Allegheny Col-
lege; M.S. (Design), University of 
Massachusetts Amherst; M.Arch., 
Harvard University Graduate School 
of Design
EXAMPLES OF HER WORK: Phakos’ 
architectural and interior design 
firm has designed or updated more 
than 300 houses in the greater Los 
Angeles area, from historic restora-
tions to entire net-zero homes. 
Among her earlier institutional 
projects: several laboratory buildings 
on the Amgen campus in Thousand 
Oaks, California, and elementary 
and high school campuses for the 
Los Angeles Unified School District.
FAVORITE PLACES AT WILLISTON: 

“I have the best memories of the 
ceramics building, which was across 
the street on the south side of the 
campus, in an old brick train sta-
tion.”
IN HER OWN WORDS: “Living in Los
Angeles, I have a different perspec-
tive of public space than I had in Bos-
ton. Los Angeles—in spite of the fact 
that it has a great climate where you 
can be outdoors most of the time—
doesn’t have that many parks, so 
school campuses, such as the UCLA 
campus, are an important feature of 
the city.”
FOR MORE: koffkaphakos.com

Cynthia Phakos ’72
Co-founder in 2002 of the Los Angeles firm Koffka/Phakos 
Design, Phakos specializes in single- and multi-family 
residences that incorporate sustainable materials and green 
technologies. Prior to Koffka/Phakos, she worked for The 
Architects Collaborative, in Cambridge, and the Los Angeles 
firms Johnson Fain and Perkins+Will, designing K-12 schools, 
science buildings, and dormitories, among other projects, over 
a 20-year period. She has served as co-chair of the American 
Institute of Architects’ Committee on the Environment and as 
a board member for the International Code Council’s green 
building products certification program.

Below: Belmont 
Elementary No. 6, in 
Los Angeles, designed by 
Perkins+Will. Left: A five-
unit housing complex by 
Koffka/Phakos Design.

EDUCATION: B.F.A.  
(Graphic Design), Rhode Island 
School of Design
EXAMPLES OF HIS WORK: The 
Ruesterholz Admissions Center 
(among other projects) at Stevens 
Institute of Technology; at Yale 
University, the exhibit design of 
the Visitor Center, the graphics for 
Ingall’s Rink (including the ceiling 
banners that indicate when each 
school first played Yale), and a 
comprehensive signage program for 
two new residential colleges.
FAVORITE PLACES ON CAMPUS:  

“My room, my senior year at Ford: 
a single room big enough for me to 
have a large drawing table, which 
signified what I was going to do 
my whole life. I spent many hours 
drawing in that room. I also spent 
many hours at the art center. Barry 

Moser commissioned me to do a 
mural on the wall there, which was 
a big deal to me. The old library 
was also important. It had a very 
comfortable back room, and there 
were all of the magazines about art. 
I would go monthly and spend hours 
looking at Marisol or Siegel and 
Warhol— it was the first time I had 
ever laid eyes on something like this. 
I knew at that point I wanted to make 
things.”
IN HIS OWN WORDS: “There’s a 
quotation by Jonathan Swift, and it’s 
one of my favorites: ‘Vision is the 
art of seeing the invisible.’ I take my 
clients to a dark hole and they jump 
in with me. And if they believe in me 
and I take them step by step, I usually 
come out with what we all expect.”
FOR MORE:  

spagnolaandassociates.com

Tony 
Spagnola ’72
As principal of Spagnola & Associates 
in Brooklyn, N.Y., Spagnola specializes 
in architectural signage, exhibits, and 
other forms of graphic design, from 
corporate identity to print work. Drawing 
upon the elements of three-dimensional 
branding—signs, interactive exhibits, interior 
design—he and his firm help his clients 
communicate both practical information 
and deeper messages of identity, following 
their philosophy that “good design lasts.” 
Spagnola’s work has won numerous 
awards, including three from the prestigious 
American Institute of Graphic Arts.

Below: David S. Ingalls Rink, at Yale University. 
For the building’s 50th anniversary, Spagnola’s 
firm designed banners, new graphics, and an 
exhibit on the history of Yale hockey.

Above: The building wayfinding 
program in the student center at 
Cleveland State University

Above: Inside the Ruesterholz Admissions Center at Stevens Institute of Technology
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Robert Tullis ’73
Over his 30-year career, Tullis has designed residential, office, 
retail, entertainment, educational, medical research, civic, 
institutional, and mixed-use projects—in aggregate, some 40 
million square feet of enclosed space. He’s now senior vice 
president and director of design for GID Development Group 
in Boston, overseeing his firm’s design of luxury residential and 
mixed-use projects. Previously he played key roles at a number 
of award-winning firms, including Elkus Manfredi Architects 
and Koetter Kim & Associates, where he designed buildings for 
Colby College and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
among others. He is an authority on placemaking, the practice 
of designing space that promotes human health, happiness, 
and emotional connectedness, and co-chairs the Boston 
Society of Architects’ Placemaking Network.

EDUCATION: B.A., Colgate Univer-
sity; M.Arch, Harvard University 
Graduate School of Design
EXAMPLES OF HIS WORK: The Trial 
Court in Brockton, Mass.; at M.I.T., 
88 Sidney Street, in University Park, 
and the Broad Institute; The Grove 
at Farmers Market in Los Angeles, 
Americana at Brand in Glendale, 
California, and Belmar, outside Den-
ver, all mixed-use developments.
FAVORITE PLACES AT WILLISTON: 

“Joke answer: the Manhan, and you 
can’t print why. Real answer: the 
railroad station building, because in 
my era it was used as the art building, 
decorated with student art. I took 
many interesting studio classes there 
with Barry Moser. Also, the basement 
under the dining hall in my era was 
a wood shop, which was available 
for student projects, and I did some 
hands-on work there. Architecturally, 
the Dodge Room was the most evoca-
tive interior space. Spatially, the allée 
of trees from the main Park Street 
gate towards Ford Hall is the most 
memorable.”
IN HIS OWN WORDS: “My mom 
claims she knew I would be an 
architect ever since I was a little kid, 
because I used to make these fantas-
tic block structures of entire cities.”
FOR MORE: gid.com/team/robert-
tullis/

Above: 88 Sidney Street, part  
of the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology’s University Park. 
Below: The Grove at Farmers 
Market in Los Angeles, a mixed-
use development.

WE ASKED

What makes a 
campus design 
successful?

ROB TULLIS: Placemaking is so 
important in creating campuses, 
cities, and mixed-use environments, 
but it’s just not an expertise that a 
lot of architects have these days. 
We see the results of that all around 
us, in crappy places. And I think 
that’s incredibly unfortunate. When 
you’re designing in a campus setting, 
you’re also designing for everybody 
connected with that school for gen-
erations, not just for the people who 
live in that dormitory or teach math 
in that classroom. You really have to 
look at your design task differently 
and think about the school’s “brand.”

RUDY SEIKALY: When we do a 
major modernization—we call them 
summer blitzes, because the school 
shuts down on June 15 and we have 
to finish by August 15—it’s like a 
commando-type project. And when 
everyone returns in August and they 

enter our school, teachers and par-
ents and kids start crying. It’s such 
an impactful change to them. When 
a school is transformed from some 
decrepit, dark, poorly lit place to a 
state-of-the-art facility, it makes the 
kids feel like you really care about 
them, and that helps with academic 
performance and everything else. 
And the teachers who come back 
and see the investment made on 
their behalf, they tend to be more 
motivated to teach, as well.

MARK DESHONG: Universities 
and secondary schools are generally 
improving their physical campuses, 
trying to make themselves more 
attractive to students, faculty, and 
visitors. These new larger-scaled 
campus-planning efforts have 
resulted in better-organized campus 
plans, with better-designed facili-
ties that are more environmentally 

thoughtful. I’ve not worked on any 
college campus program or building 
project which has not been rated 
LEED silver at the minimum.

CLIFF SELBERT: Great campuses 
are easy to access and navigate and 
provide clear orientation. Clear gate-
ways and wayfinding facilitate ve-
hicle and pedestrian movements. It 
has to be easy to park and walk, and 
I need to feel safe. Great campuses 
always have an identifiable center.  
People need to be able to orient to 
the center. Our work helps to define 
the center to make the campus what 
we call “legible” for its visitors.

CYNTHIA PHAKOS: Good design 
starts with a comprehensive master 
plan and then following through. 
Most campuses have some particu-
lar architectural consistency, and 
memorable buildings and spaces.

TONY SPAGNOLA: It’s very impor-
tant that the campus understands 
first and foremost what kind of a 
campus it is. Are we in a town? Or 
are we in an isolated field? Williston 
is in a town, so the architecture is 
reflecting that, and you feel part of 
something. In the design process, 
the biggest thing is scale. There’s 
the outside experience of a campus, 
and the inside experience. On the 
outside, you want small, contained 
spaces where you can be alone for 
private thought, and then you want 
big spaces for group gatherings. So 
that starts you off: understanding 
what the plan is, the landscape, and 
the small and large places for gather-
ing in nature—with super lighting 
and furniture for seating. That gives 
the campus some variety on the 
outside. The inside is the same way. 
When we work on a space—a gym, 
an art center, whatever—the smaller 

spaces are more contained and then 
there’s the larger gathering spaces. 
That’s what makes a successful cam-
pus experience.

LISA HSIAO: Let’s start with the ba-
sic unit of what we define as a school 
community, which is a learning 
space. At Gensler, the point of view 
is that learning is a process, not a 
product. So we need to define spaces 
that engage both learners and educa-
tors alike. What that means is that 
you emphasize different pathways to 
success. Traditionally there was one 
way to learn something, and that was 
from a teacher to a learner, and now 
there are lots of different ways. We’ve 
defined six different modes of learn-
ing—acquire, collaborate, reflect, 
experience, master, and convey—
and any successful learning com-
munity requires designers to create 
spaces that can flex in between 
these modes. Clients are asking us 
to design spaces that transform this 
notion of what an academic com-
munity is at the highest level. That 
means aspects such as representing 
permanence and knowledge acquisi-
tion are becoming less important 
than being a hub for collectivity, and 
embodying a sense of energy, a spirit 
of innovation, in an environment 
that’s more student led and open to 
partnerships with academic institu-
tions and industry.
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WE ASKED

How did Williston 
influence your 
career path?

ROB TULLIS: I realize now that 
Williston really incubated a latent 
interest in the arts. I took art from 
Barry Moser and Brenda Minisci, 
photography from Couchie, sang 
with the Caterwaulers, and both 
acted and was a stagehand in many 
Williston plays. Playing team sports 
three seasons each year taught me 
how to collaborate with people—
very important in architecture. In 
the spring of my senior year we were 
allowed to drop any or all courses 
and pursue an independent study, 
so I took two English Lit courses and 
designed an addition to my parents 
1740s colonial home as a student 
project. My parents thought it looked 
pretty good and hired an architect, 
giving him my drawings. He 
submitted a design that was basically 
my design redrawn! I thought I was 
in a good negotiating position and 
asked him for a summer job, which I 
got. From then on, I thought it might 
be a viable career path.

CYNTHIA PHAKOS: Ceramics 
with Brenda Minisci was a good 
introduction to three-dimensional 
art. I continued that in college, 
which led me to architecture.

MARK DESHONG: Uninspired un-
derachievers may be happy to know: 
I was a terrible student at Williston. 
I repeated my first year (which al-
lowed me to play four years of varsity 
hockey) and had to see the Disciplin-
ary Committee a record 13 times. I 
enjoyed Barry Moser’s drawing class 
and Joseph DiCorcia’s Advanced 
European History class. That was 
the most sophisticated course I had 
there, and he was an inspirational 
teacher. Dan Carpenter, the hockey 
coach, was inspirational for “charac-
ter building,” which supported hard 
work later in life after Williston.

CLIFF SELBERT: Originally, I was 
forced to go to Williston by my 
parents. I was playing in a band, like 
everybody else was in the sixties, and 
was headed for a career in rock and 
roll. My parents were just aghast at 
the concept and wanted me to be a 
doctor. So I went to Williston with 
the concept of studying biology and 
chemistry, and I really enjoyed it. 
Doc Gow was a fabulous teacher. 
But in the spring of my last year, 
1971, they gave everybody the op-
portunity to have an independent 
study. I chose to do drawing, and 
Barry Moser was there at the time, 
and he taught me all the different 
techniques of drawing and helped 
me understand the different fields 
of art and design. And, ultimately, 
the reason I do what I do today is 
because of Barry Moser, at Williston. 
There’s no doubt in my mind. That 
experience in that last 15 weeks was 
powerful enough to drive the rest 
of my life. My parents are pretty 
disappointed by that, because I didn’t 
become a doctor.

RUDY SEIKALY: Williston pro-
foundly impacted my life’s trajec-
tory. I came out of the civil war in 
Lebanon and ended up in small 
classrooms with teachers discuss-
ing Robert Frost, Edgar Allan Poe, 
and Nathaniel Hawthorne. Within 
a year, I went from being a child of 
war to one of American literature. In 
computer classes we had an impres-
sive computer system that filled the 
entire lab; it was probably less pow-
erful than a phone today, but at the 
time it was new and exciting for our 
high school.  Our physics teacher, 
who was also our soccer coach, made 
me think, “Hey, maybe I do have a 
knack for physics and science.” Being 
foreign-born attending an all-Amer-
ican school in New England was not 
easy. Occasionally I would see the 
school nurse and she would tell me 
there’s nothing wrong with you and 
give me a hug. She knew I was 7,000 
miles away from home, a difficult 
place to be. The people at Williston 
positively affected my life—and it 
was not all about academics.

LISA HSIAO: What was amazing 
about Williston was the respect for 
knowledge gathering at the start of 
any discovery process, paired with 

the autonomy for students to carry it 
through. I don’t think there were any 
specific architecture classes when I 
was there, but the mix of creativity 
with analytical thinking was what I 
really valued from my education.

TONY SPAGNOLA: I was always 
creative and drew and did things 
visually. My sophomore year I was 
able to take a basic design course 
with Barry Moser, who had just 
started working there. That year, 
he looked at the work I did on one 
assignment, the first or second one, 
and asked who did that. From there, 
my sophomore year, I found what I 
wanted to do in life. I graduated cum 
laude, a kid who was flunking Latin 
and most of his languages in ninth 
grade. I graduated at the top of my 
class, because I found art.

EDUCATION: B.S. (Engineering 
Technology), New Jersey Institute of 
Technology
EXAMPLES OF HIS WORK: MCN 
Build has constructed or renovated 
more than 3.5 million square feet of 
educational space, including Powell 
Elementary School, a four-building 
complex in Washington, D.C.; 
Rocketship Public Charter School, a 
K-5 LEED Platinum building, also in 
Washington; and Green Street Acad-
emy, in Baltimore, a former public 
high school that is now the world’s 
second-largest K-12 Educational 
LEED Platinum Certified building.
FAVORITE PLACES AT WILLISTON: 

“I remember a place where they 
molded clay. It surprised me that a 
school would put as much emphasis 
on arts, music, and theater, which 
was not really the case in the third 

world. My favorite spot was a creek 
that ran behind the school, the Man-
han. We used to have ropes hanging 
from the trees where we could swing 
like Tarzan into the creek. One of 
my classmates built an elaborate 
treehouse in one of the trees, and 
we used to go hang out with him up 
there.”
IN HIS OWN WORDS: “We are a 
purpose-driven company. We 
believe that social justice begins with 
education. And we believe we have 
a purpose and a role. Our primary 
function and mission is to deliver 
state-of-the-art facilities. After that, 
we hope that other team members 
will complete the rest of the puzzle 
to help us create an environment 
where kids can pull themselves out 
of poverty through their education.”
FOR MORE: mcnbuild.com

Rudy 
Seikaly ’81
A refugee from Lebanon wounded as 
a teen during the country’s civil war, 
Seikaly is now founder and CEO of MCN 
Build, a “purpose-driven” construction 
company. Headquartered in Washington, 
D.C., the firm specializes in building 
schools and the adaptive reuse of public 
facilities. (It also works on libraries, 
museums, fire stations, health care 
centers, community centers, and more.) 
He serves on the board of trustees 
of Bread Inc., the Charter Schools 
Development Corporation, Teach for 
America, and the Federal City Council, 
and chairs the MCN Build Foundation, 
his firm’s nonprofit arm, which builds 
schools and libraries on a pro bono basis 
in underserved areas around the world.

Top right: Rocketship Public Charter School, in Washington, D.C., a LEED Platinum 
elementary school. Middle and bottom: Achievement Prep Public Charter School 
(Wahler campus), in Washington, D.C., a LEED Gold elementary and middle school 
totaling 105,000 square feet.F
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Lisa Hsiao ’91
A director of strategy at Gensler, one of the world’s largest 
design firms, Hsiao describes herself as “a process geek who 
loves working in the fuzzy boundaries between user experience, 
the digital, and the physical environments.” Based out of the 
firm’s San Francisco headquarters since 2008, she helps global 
and Fortune 500 clients in business, technology, and education 
assess and analyze their design needs, and then works closely 
with architects and others to develop strategies and solutions. 
“My sweet spot is leading clients to new ideas,” says Hsiao, whose 
work has won numerous awards, “and orchestrating the teams so 
that strategy becomes reality.”

A sampling of Gensler-designed 
projects: Playmaker School, 
(above), in Santa Monica; Hyatt 
Headquarters (left), in Chicago; 
and Nokia R&D Campus (below), 
in Sunnyvale, California

EDUCATION: B.A. (Architecture), 
Wellesley College; M.Arch., Harvard 
University Graduate School of 
Design
EXAMPLES OF HER WORK: As the 
director of strategy, Hsiao per-
forms the analysis that informs the 
design of a space. She serves as the 
global consulting lead for Accenture, 
Gensler’s ninth-largest account, and 
has worked with Nokia, Symantec, 
Google, Department of Homeland 
Security, Stanford School of Engi-
neering, and Hyatt Hotels, among 
numerous other clients.
FAVORITE PLACES ON CAMPUS: 

“Scott Hall. It was an interdisciplin-
ary stew of space where science, the-
ater, and art were all mixed together. 
It was a really great space for me to 
understand how these influences 
could come together. It also served as 
the pristine architectural brick back-
drop to the lion statue. That was a 
visual I remember, and it was pretty 
special. The pond was also important 
to me. It was iconic, and full of those 
petri dish experiments (thanks to 
Doc Gow), but it was also where 
you would transition from classes 
to sports practice, across the bridge, 
which was always a nice moment.”
IN HER OWN WORDS: “We took a 
spring break trip to Italy with Marcia 
Reed, and I must have taken 10 rolls 
of film. And when I brought them 
home and developed them my mom 
noted that I only took pictures of 
buildings.”
FOR MORE: gensler.com F
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ALUMNI NEWS

What was your first job in publishing?
After I graduated from Columbia, I worked for a year in 
the marketing and publicity department with Harcourt 
Brace Jovanovich. I had always loved books, but that’s 
when my love of publishing started. This was 1989. It 
was an exciting time to be in publishing. I worked with 
a lot of really interesting authors, including Umberto 
Eco. I was assigned to go to the bookstore with him for 
an event that we advertised everywhere. This was after 
The Name of the Rose [a huge international bestseller]. 
The book was Foucault’s Pendulum [another bestseller; 
“the thinking man’s Da Vinci Code”]. Eight people showed 
up. So Umberto Eco basically went through the sign-
ing line in about three minutes and then he and I sat 
there talking for an hour. It was terrific. We talked about 
literary theory, we talked about comic books, we talked 
about immigrants selling newspapers. You can imagine 
what a conversation was like with him. Now I tell all my 
authors, “I’m happy to arrange a bookstore event for you, 
but if Umberto Eco could only pull eight people, set your 
expectations accordingly.”

You took a break from publishing to earn an M.A.  
in history from Duke. When you decided to get back 
into the business, why did you choose academic 
over trade?
I really like the intellectual challenge of academic pub-
lishing. One of my jokes is that it gives you great cocktail 
party chatter. We publish so many books about so many 

MAN OF 
LETTERS

Continued on page 20

What does it take to head up a 
powerhouse of academic publishing? 
For Mahinder Kingra ’85, editor-in-
chief of Cornell University Press, a 
deep love of ideas, an embrace of 
technology, and the ability to read 
really, really fast.—BY KEVIN MARKEY
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topics, some of them big and some of them really 
esoteric. I always learn really interesting things 
and get to think creatively. I also strongly believe 
in the mission. As not-for-profit publishers, we 
are driven by ideas. We think the ideas are really 
important to get out there. We tend to work on 
books that are intellectually satisfying.

How many titles does Cornell bring  
out in a year?
We publish 150 books in a year. I personally  
am editing about 25 books this year. I did 28  
last year, which was too many. I probably get  
five to ten proposals a week. Of those I might  
ask to see 50 and from that I get to 25 titles  
that I want to acquire.

What do you look for when you read  
a manuscript for the first time?
People tend to think of academic books as 
being really dense. I don’t think that is true, 
but when I come to a manuscript for the first 
time, I ask, “What’s the story here? Why should 
I care about reading this book?” I call it the 
through-line, the narrative thread. I try to 
discourage really obscure efforts. When scholars 
write dissertations, they are writing to please 
only a handful a people—the people on their 
dissertation committees. A book obviously has 
to have broader appeal. The model audience is 
someone who is interested in ideas, who doesn’t 
need everything spoon-fed to them, doesn’t 
need it dumbed down. Imagine you’re writing 
for the readership of the New Yorker or the New 
York Review of Books. We’re thinking in terms of 
quality of scholarship, quality of writing, strong 
editing. By the way, shout out to Williston:  
I still apply lessons I learned when I was on  
The Willistonian. Punchy writing, writing that  
is convincing and clear.

How has publishing changed since  
you started?
The attention to quality of argument has not 
changed at all, but the business model has 
changed completely. We’ve learned to use 
technology to lower unit costs, to make books 
available more quickly. Instead of keeping a 
warehouse full of books, we can print as needed.

Are you still able to read for pleasure?
I really have to make time for it. I almost have 
to force myself, because it would be easy to let 
weeks go by between all the manuscripts I read 
for work. What I tend to do is listen to audio-
books. It engages a different part of my brain.

What’s your favorite genre?
For Cornell I acquire in the fields of Medieval 
Studies, Literary Studies, and Classics. Every so 
often I might add the odd book out of personal 
interest. For example, I am doing a book on the 
Beatles’ Abbey Road, because the album will be 
celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2019. I love 
the Beatles. Outside the office, I’m addicted 
to Nordic crime fiction. Henning Mankell is a 
popular example. Gloomy with a chain-smoking 
detective who drinks a lot of black coffee and 
doesn’t eat anything. I’m a sucker for those. 
Those books tend to be a little more socially en-
gaged; they deal with issues of class and race and 
migration. So I like that there is some real-world 
edge to them.

You mentioned your time as a Willistonian 
editor. Has anything else in your school 
experience stayed with you?
One of the reasons I went to grad school was 
ninth-grade Western Civilization with Mr. 
Snook. I loved that class so much. Dr. Seybolt  
of the English Department, his Hemingway-
esque approach to writing has really shaped  
how I look at an author’s manuscript. When  
I see a lot of passive voice, I say, “No! Get rid 
of that. Just because this is a book about ideas 
doesn’t mean it can’t be active!” I think that 
Williston probably was harder than college 
was for me. Being challenged but then also 
being respected enough to be challenged is 
not something that high school students get 
everywhere. You’re either challenged because 
you’re not respected or you’re respected 
and therefore not challenged. I think the 
combination at Williston was unique. Teachers 
assumed you were smart, they gave you the work 
they thought you could do, and they challenged 
you to do your best. It certainly prepared me for 
the kind of reading I do every day. Williston was 
foundational for all of that.

Phoebe Stephens ’93 has a very specific vision for her jewelry 
line: “Mad Max meets lady who lunches.” Eye a few pieces 
from Anndra Neen, and the mashup makes perfect sense: 
necklaces, earrings, and bracelets in earthy but polished met-

als with elegant, edgy shapes. Since Stephens cofounded the line with 
her sister Annette in 2009, Anndra Neen jewelry has appeared in Vogue 
and Elle and been worn by Michelle Obama and Jessica Alba.

Anndra Neen is an amalgamation of the sisters’ first and middle 
names, but the family connections date back to earlier generations. In 
Stephens’ childhood in Mexico City, she and Annette were close with 
their grandmother Annette Nancarrow, a painter, sculptor, and jewelry 
designer whose creations were worn by Anaïs Nin and Frida Kahlo. “We 
grew up spending time in her studio,” Stephens says. “She had a huge 
collection of beads and interesting objects. Designing jewelry was in 
our DNA.” The sisters wanted to give back to their home country, so 
every Anndra Neen piece is hand-made in Mexico. “You feel the hand 
of the artisan in every piece,” Stephens says.

Stephens also credits Williston with sparking her creativity. “Leaving 
Mexico for boarding school opened my mind,” she says. “I learned to be 
independent and I had some of the strongest experiences at Williston, 
like falling in love for the first time.” Her advice to young women hoping 
for a career in the fashion world? “A strong vision, drive, and discipline 
are most important,” Stephens says. “Go for it!” Anndra Neen pieces 
range from $45 to $950; anndraneen.com.

A CREATIVE 
LEGACY

For Phoebe Stephens ’93, designing 
stunning jewelry is in her DNA 

Phoebe Stephens ’93, left, 
with her sister Annette 
Stephens, co-founded  
Anndra Neen in 2009

“We worked with Murano glass for this handbag, 
which was super fun,” says Stephens

Stephens’ grandmother Annette 
Nancarrow designed jewelry (such as 
this necklace!) worn by Frida Kahlo

“This is our signature piece, made from alpaca silver and brass,” 
says Stephens. “It takes an artisan 16 hours to produce.”

These two pieces from 
the fall/winter 2016 collection 
included opals that were embedded 
in volcanic rock

The “shooting star” choker and 
bracelet are handmade from brass

—BY JILLIAN MACKENZIE

Continued from page 19
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Hey, microbe haters, knock 
it off. That’s the message Uni-
versity of Richmond student 
researcher Shaina D’Souza ’14 
is sending. But maybe it’s not 

the haters’ fault. “People have been fed a strictly 
antimicrobial narrative,” D’Souza says.

To counter that narrative, and to show the 
world the benefits of bacteria, D’Souza has taken 
paintbrush to petri dish. Using agar, a medium 
for growing microorganisms, she “paints” within 
the clear, sealed circles. The bacteria incubate 
for about a day, and then, as they grow, color-
ful images emerge—from abstract mandalas to 
representations of a bee, a human skull, or a deer 

For an avid video game player with aspirations to be a pro 
coder, a job straight out of college designing software is 
a dream come true. And that’s just how it happened for 
Adrian Mendoza ’12, who graduated from the University 
of Southern California in December 2016. Three days 
after finals, he was working at Dreamscape Immersive 
on a virtual reality Alien Zoo project backed by major 
Hollywood players, including the creator of Men in Black 
and War Games. 

For Mendoza, a software development lead, a typical day 
at the office has him working with artists and animators 
to make images of creatures come to life. And these aren’t 
ordinary creatures. There are megaraffes resembling 
giant brontosauruses, frolicking frogcats, and the dreaded 
predatory sicari. During the 13-minute experience, which 
played at a chic Los Angeles mall this spring, visitors—
suited up in VR goggles, a backpack, and hand and feet 
reflectors—interact with these extraterrestrials, making 
for a uniquely entertaining—and convincing—pop-up 
attraction. “As a visitor to the zoo,” Mendoza says, “you’re 
in there, and you’re not thinking someone’s playing a 
movie. You’re thinking, ‘This thing is really living here!’”

“ It is amazing to see 
former Williston student-
athletes making their 
mark on the NCAA 
national stage. We take 
tremendous pride in their 
success!” —MARK CONROY, 

DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS

A sophomore at Springfield College, Jake Ross ’16 
is on a serious roll, scoring over 1,000 points and 
earning NEWMAC rookie and player-of-the-year 
honors. Named an All-American, he led Spring-
field this winter to its first Final Four. Current 
head coach Ben Farmer calls the level of his suc-
cess “unheard of, to be honest.”

Davis Smith ’16 started off his freshman year at 
the University of Massachusetts Amherst with a 
tremendous record, being named Third-Team All-
American and first team all-conference. Smith was 
also the first Atlantic 10 Rookie of the Year that 
UMass has had in more than two decades.
—By Madeleine Scott ’16

Continuing to set records at Harvard, Gabby 
Thomas ’15 recently broke the collegiate indoor 
200m record with a time of 22.38, gaining her first 
national title. Thomas is now 5th on the indoor 
world record list and 2nd on the American list. 
This year, she was also named Most Outstanding 
Track Performer in the Ivies for the second year.

Culture 
Club
Shaina D’Souza ’14 speaks 
for the microbes as she 
creates living works of  
art   —BY KATE SNYDER

WILDCATS ON THE PROWL

working as some sort  
of bacteria Khaleesi,” she 

said, referring to the Game of Thrones 
fictional Dothraki title of queen.

In that vein, she’s interested in finding new 
commercial applications for bacteria. Many of 
the microbes she works with produce pigment  
as part of their own evolutionary fitness, she says, 
which could replace plant- and insect-based dyes. 
She also expressed interest in using “bacterial 
machinery” for the production of drugs and 
enzymes.

Ultimately, she hopes to bridge the human-
bacteria divide. “I hope people realize that the 
microbes they harbor can be beautiful, too!”

(pictured above).  
The practice mingles her 
love of art with science, and the 
results are living designs. She secured a grant  
to pursue this work, and started the Instagram 
page @microbesbyshaina.

Microbes need the makeover, she says, 
because they unfairly get a bad rap. “When I see 
people overusing antibacterial hand sanitizer 
and soap, it makes me sad that people don’t real-
ize that they are also killing all of the microbes 
that fight off sickness-inducing microbes.”

D’Souza will begin a Ph.D. program in bio-
medical sciences at Tulane University Medical 
School this August. “My dream job would be 

CREATURE FEATURE
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GUESS WHO’S 
BACK ON 
CAMPUS?
These alumnae returned 
to Williston to share their 
knowledge and reconnect

DANCE TEACHER SUBS IN
Gabby Record ’17, on break 
from Berklee College of 
Music, guest teaches in Debra 
Vega’s dance class.

READY FOR HER CLOSE-UP
In an admission video, Gia 
Parker ’14 reflected on how 
Williston prepped her for 
Dartmouth College.

COLLEGE ADVICE
Maddy Stern ’14, from 
Harvard University, and 
Maddy Scott ’16, from 
Westfield State University, 
took part in recent-alumni 
panels for juniors and seniors 
on transitioning to higher ed.

What about writing or publishing?

I knew I wanted to write. I’ve always been pretty 
sure that was what I wanted to do, but I didn’t 
know what shape it would take. At Williston I was 
on the newspaper and I wrote editorials. I wrote 
one about how they took away a smoking section 
somewhere on campus—and I was really mad that 
they took away the smoking section, so I wrote an 
editorial about it. There were still other ones—
other smoking sections—I was just upset about 
this particular one. It was a long time ago.

What happened after high school?

I was a creative writing major at Oberlin. I wrote 
fiction then. I was never incredibly good at it. 
I’m a better nonfiction writer than I am a fiction 
writer. After college I was an intern at the Seattle 
Weekly, and then I got a job in New York at a 
publication called 7 Days, conceived as an uptown 
sibling to the Village Voice. I was an editorial as-
sistant there. I was a terrible assistant. Because I 
wanted to be writing, and also I’m not the most 
organized person. Then I wrote a piece about my 
father for Sassy that got a lot of attention, and 
things happened from there.

What’s it like blogging now, after being 
in the magazine business for so long?

The most natural thing for me would have been 
to work in magazines forever, but my industry is 
dying. I was a dinosaur. I knew that my next move 
would have to be something I created myself. And 

it’s wonderful! When you’re running a magazine, 
you have a lot of masters to please. But now, if I 
want to say that a particular designer’s clothes are 
too expensive, I can say it.

I read online that you intended your blog 
to be “style for women in their 40s who 
didn’t feel like they had defaulted to 
mom jeans yet.” But now mom jeans are 
hip again! Are you wearing them?

I can’t wear high-waisted jeans—they just look 
absolutely crazy on me. I still wear low-waisted 
jeans, even though almost nobody makes them.

What are the pithiest, most helpful 
things people have ever said to you? 
One-liners that help guide you in your 
life or career?

When I was at my first job, something had gone 
wrong, and it was probably my fault. And whoever 
my boss was at the time said, “Don’t make ex-
cuses.” That was a big one for me.

And someone else said, “Don’t expect any 
praise ever. The praise that you got was that you 
got hired.” The praise of my bosses had always 
been really important to me—but the point wasn’t 
to make me feel good, it was to publish magazines.

What’s the best writing advice you give?

The best writing advice is just to stay in the chair. 
You just have to keep writing, even if bad stuff is 
coming out. You just have to trust that eventually 
it will get good.

What’s the best book you’ve read  
this year?

Ariel Levy’s memoir, The Rules Do Not Apply.

What are you working on now?

I’m writing a book for Algonquin Books  
right now—a memoir. The tentative title is  
This Is Not My Beautiful Life.

THE 
ELEMENTS 
OF STYLE
Why we love the smart, chic advice of magazine editor, blogger, 
and soon-to-be-memoirist Kim France ’83  —BY CATHERINE NEWMAN

France  was the 
founder and 

editor-in-chief of 
the influential style 
magazine Lucky 

for 10 years.

France’s blog, Girls of a Certain Age, 
blends style and wit for grownups. 

Because, as she notes, “the older you get, 
the dumber cool looks.”

Kim France ’83 introduces herself this 
way online: “I’ve been around for a 
while. I’ve learned a few things, and 
have failed, sometimes quite spectacu-
larly, to learn others.” We got a chance 
to catch up with France and talk about 
’80s fashion, publishing, learning, and 
being around for a while—in her case, 
at magazines such as Sassy, New York, 
and Elle in the ’90s before founding the 
much-loved Lucky magazine in 2000. 
France now writes about fashion on her 
blog Girls of a Certain Age, and is work-
ing on something else exciting. Read on 
for more.

What was your style like at 
Williston?

I was very influenced by The Preppy 
Handbook—that was a huge thing at the 

time. It was meant as satire, but a lot of 
people actually used it as a style guide. I 
got to Williston in 1980, very preppy—
pink and green everything. I had a pair 
of pink pants and a green button-down 
shirt and a madras blazer that I wore 
when we had to dress up for dinner.

What did you wear to 
graduation?
We all wore white dresses—mine had 
some lace going on. And a white jacket. 
With shoulder pads. There were defi-
nitely shoulder pads.

Did you do anything fashion-
related while you were a 
Williston student?

Um, no, not really. The fashion bar was 
pretty low.

Williston in 1980 was “pink 
and green everything ... I had a 
madras blazer that I wore when 
we had to dress up for dinner.” 

France’s 
favorite read 
this yearP
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Johnaé Strong ’08 teaches in the Chicago Public Schools and sees 
students arrive to class after walking through a metal detector 
and being checked by an armed officer. It’s a practice that can be 
defeating, making students think, “You are already a criminal,” 
she says. In her role as restorative justice counselor, Strong sees 

children acting out when they’re not viewed as assets and adults don’t 
show concern for their problems. Those wounds can be too deep for 
a school teacher to heal. “I can hug as many children as I want, but 
they go back to the same environment, so in a way, I’m setting them 
up.” These experiences convinced her that “education is political, any 
human connection is political.” 

Strong recently made a run for a seat in the Illinois State House of 
Representatives, but withdrew before primary day. Realistically, she 
says, candidates need upwards of $1 million to compete. That essen-
tially keeps politically active hopefuls without major financial backing 

from serving. If she could shape policy, she says, she would change the 
dynamic and how it affects students, their parents, and the community 
that knits them together. It was a goal that she formed way back as a 
student at Williston. During her junior year, she took a trip to Honduras 
with Nat Simpson’s Spanish class. It was the first time she had traveled 
outside the country. “It really opened my perspective. What stuck with 
me was the far reach of poverty internationally and the deep love and 
strength of the young people. I want to build community. I want to help 
people learn and grow to own their power,” she says. “It was the first 
time I could see myself making an impact.”

Those lessons still drive her. “I’ve always tried to connect on a deeper 
level. More intimate connections build a better understanding, and it’s 
not for a ‘Kumbaya’ moment. I’ve been arrested several times fighting 
for my beliefs. We confront unjust conditions with love. It’s an action,” 
she says. “It can be difficult, but it’s always with that goal of connecting.”

Williston Mixtape
Now playing on your Sony boom box: music by 
Williston alumni! We’ve dug through crates of records 
to find samples of the noteworthy music being made 
by you and your classmates. If you didn’t make the 
liner notes in this issue, or know someone else making 
great music, let us know at info@williston.com. In the 
meantime, cue up a blank cassette and listen to the 
Williston Mixtape at williston.com/bulletin.
—BY DENNIS CROMMETT

ARTIST: Vanessa Daou ’83
SONG: “Love and Kameras”
SOUND: Sultry electro-pop 
from Daou’s 2018 album

ARTIST: The Reverend Shawn Amos
ALUMNUS: Shawn Amos ’89
SONG: “Ain’t Gonna Name Names”
SOUND: Lead-off track from Amos’ 
soulful 2018 release

ARTIST: Quincy Coleman ’90
SONG: “The Reason”
SOUND: Catchy, fun track with 
genuine vocals

ARTIST: H is Orange
ALUMNI: Guy Staniar ’93 and 
Sam Nelson ’93
SONG: “Nothing All the Time”
SOUND: High-octane LA post-punk

ARTIST: King Llama
ALUMNUS: Ryan Bailey ’97
SONG: “Mighty Ox”
SOUND: Heavy instrumental 
prog with a groove

ARTIST: Parabola West
ALUMNA: Amy Tucker ’97
SONG: “Fire”
SOUND: Lush take from 
Tucker’s 2017 release

ARTIST: Erin Keefe ’98 and 
Anna Polonsky
SONG: “Sonata for Violin and 
Piano in F Major (1838)”
SOUND: A deft take on Mendelssohn

ARTIST: Sister Anne
ALUMNA: Kitana Andrews ’00
SONG: “Satisfied”
SOUND: Brooklyn soul-punk 
grounded in Andrews’ lead vocals

ARTIST: Ashley Gearing ’09
SONG: “Train Track”
SOUND: Pop-country perfection 
from Nashville

ARTIST: Elie Small ’15
SONG: “Anything But Love”
SOUND: Stripped-down love song 
from this young alum

CATCHING UP WITH…

Johnaé Strong ’08
This educator and organizer wants something  

better for Chicago—BY KATE SNYDER
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ASK A WILDCAT

When global rock star Bono and his wife, Ali 
Hewson, started the sustainable fashion brand 
Edun, people kept telling them, “If you’re going 
to do trade in Africa, you really have to talk to that 
woman at the Gap. She knows everything.” That 
woman was Tamsin Smith ’84. As senior director 
for public policy and government affairs, Smith 
was the driving force behind the Gap, Inc.’s cre-
ation of ethical trade ties in the less-developed na-
tions where it manufactures. A graduate of Kenyon 
College with an advanced degree in international 
law and diplomacy from the Fletcher School at 
Tufts, Smith mastered trade policy during seven 
years on Capitol Hill, where she worked as a senior 
legislative assistant before joining Gap, Inc. Long 
story short, Bono knocked on Smith’s door and 
ended up recruiting her to run a new project he’d 
co-founded with Bobby Shriver, the activist, attor-
ney, and Kennedy cousin. The initiative was called 
(RED), and with Smith as president it would go on 
to raise hundreds of millions of dollars for the fight 
against AIDS in Africa by partnering with leading 
international brands—Apple, Converse, Emporio 
Armani, Gap, Microsoft, and Starbucks, among 
others—to create (RED)-licensed products. Every-

one has seen the now-iconic ads featuring photo-
graphs of celebrities captioned by uplifting words: 
EMPOWE(RED), DESI(RED), INSPI(RED). 
With (RED) thriving, Smith left in 2009 to launch 
SlipStream Strategy, a management consultancy 
that helps brands and organizations develop and 
implement mission-driven practices. A past presi-
dent of the Larry King Cardiac Foundation and a 
member of the Aspen Global Leadership Network, 
Smith is a published poet (she gives a reading at 
the Aspen Institute’s annual conference of global 
thought leaders), an accomplished painter of 
abstract landscapes, and a mother of two. She lives 
in the Bay Area.

Senior legislative assistant on Capitol 
Hill, apparel industry executive, brand 
strategist, entrepreneur, poet, painter. 
You’ve been busy.

I feel that in my trajectory from Williston I’ve 
picked up energy from doing different things. I 
never would have charted this path or even be-
lieved that I’d do some of the things I’ve done. But 
now if you look back, you see these sort of melody 

lines woven through the different activities. They 
all sort of knit together.

One obvious thread is corporate social 
responsibility. Did you consciously set 
out to make the world a better place?

I don’t use that language or even think about it in 
that way! The possibility of inspiring someone to 
feel more deeply connected to others is exciting 
to me in an almost a selfish way. With (RED), for 
example, I would lead trips to Africa and I would 
blog about it. I would always begin by thinking 
about what I could do to make the work we did 
real to somebody sitting in Easthampton, Mas-
sachusetts, or Dubuque or a small town in Kansas. 
How could I connect a reader to a minister of 
health or a clinic worker or a mom who has just 
given birth to a child who is HIV-free thanks to 
a medicine that was made possible by a (RED) 
shopper? I wasn’t thinking about being a valiant, 
charitable person. It just feels good. Something 
that reaches out and moves us—who doesn’t need 
more of that?

Many worthy causes vie for attention. 
What did (RED) do to stand out?

We tapped into the notion that empowerment is 
better juice than guilt. The traditional model for 
cause-connected marketing had been, “Buy this 
item with a picture of a sad child or some other 
string-pulling imagery.” You would buy it out of 

Change 
Agent

“ We tapped into the notion 
that empowerment is 
better juice than guilt.”

A corporate branding and communications expert with 
a background in economic development and an ear for 
poetry, Tamsin Smith ’84 loves a creative challenge 
—BY KEVIN MARKEY

guilt, but it wasn’t something you really wanted. 
So we performed a little jujitsu on traditional 
marketing and tried to make the hero product 
aspirational. We were driven by the belief, which I 
think is the correct one, that when something feels 
good, people do it again and again. This was im-
portant because an anti-retroviral isn’t something 
you buy just once. It’s a long-haul course. So we 
went to companies and said, “We don’t want just 
one product. We want a whole capsule collection 
that is every bit as attractive if not more so than 
your regular product line.” So you could then buy a 
regular Gap T-shirt, say, or you could buy a product 
(RED) Gap T-Shirt. The shirts cost the same, but 
the (RED) Gap T-shirt would provide two weeks of 
life for somebody. And you’d be wearing the same 
T-shirt that you just saw Penelope Cruz wearing in 
an Annie Leibowitz image! (RED) made it OK for 
cause-connected marketing to be fun, OK for it to 
be exciting and dynamic.

You continue to help build brands 
through your management consultancy, 
SlipStream Strategy. Is the concept of 
doing well by doing good a tough sell?

I think we’re in a different zeitgeist now than when 
I first started. Before it became a catchphrase, cor-
porate social responsibility was a question. What is 
the responsibility of a company in the social sector, 
particularly when their supply chain involves 
companies that don’t belong to them? Compa-
nies like Gap, Inc. had to create a community of 
oversighted care in countries where the notion of 
human resources management didn’t even exist. 
I think sustainability is now more integrated as a 
goal for corporate leadership. 

How have changing attitudes affected 
your work?

Our strengths are our challenges. With so many 
companies now telling social impact stories, it 
becomes difficult to differentiate. A lot of times 
the work is helping clients find language that P
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Art covers the walls of Tamsin’s San Francisco home (above and left). She used 
the artist Emilio Villalba’s Old Master–inspired portrait of her (left, above 
bench) as the cover image for her poetry collection, Word Cave.

WILLY WEAR

What’s the fashion trend from your years at Williston that you miss the most? To find out, we 
turned to Williston’s alumni Facebook followers, and heard from alumni about the good, the bad, 
and the cringeworthy. Here’s a selection of our favorite answers.

is distinct and authentic, so that 
they’re not overpromising or saying 
something that’s been said a million 
times before. 

You recently came out with a 
book of poetry, Word Cave. 
Have you always written 
creatively?

I’ve always tinkered with poems and 
certainly read them, but I would 

never have dared to think of myself 
as a poet. I considered myself more 
of a poetry evangelist. I started 
writing to fill time on long flights 
to Africa or Geneva. The book is 
the result of two years of taking the 
scraps of poems I had written and 
going through a process of bearing 
down and editing, editing, editing. 
For me, each poem, each phrase 
is something that I hope is its own 
little echoing word cave. When you 

step inside, it stirs up emotions that 
then cast their own shadows on the 
walls. This maybe is one of those 
melody lines I was talking about. The 
branding work that I do comes from 
a recognition of how powerful it can 
be to touch somebody through story 
and to weave them into that story in 
a way that inspires them. It all circles 
back to poetry. Communication in 
any form is looking for those lyrical 
phrases that move people.

Where does painting fit in? 
That’s not a talent you can 
hone on trans-Atlantic flights.

Working on Word Cave was a lot of 
time spent in my head. You know, 
very sort of intense: words, words, 
words! I think I really just needed 
a different outlet. Poetry is my ears 
and my head. Painting is more my 
eyes and my body. It’s so physical. 
It was almost like I was able to give 
a break to certain senses by putting 
the energy towards using different 
ones. I paint a lot with a palette knife 
because I like to sculpt and carve and 
create texture. 

How did your time at 
Williston influence what  
you do now?

Coming to Williston marked a major 
shift in my life. Williston felt like 
home. I’m not using hyperbole. I 
arrived with a love of literature but 
a dearth of feeling like I belonged 
anywhere. I grew up in Miami, 
Florida, and went to schools where 
I just didn’t feel connected with the 
culture. I got to Williston and all 
of a sudden I had not just friends 
but this wonderful family. Kids in 
whom I was interested and who 
were interested in me. I had amazing 
teachers who seemed to like the 
things I wrote and the things I said. 
I had never had that before, teachers 
who not only took an interest in me, 
but who encouraged me to apply to 
Kenyon. I mean, there were not a 
lot of kids in high school in Miami, 
Florida, who knew about Kenyon 
College. All of a sudden I felt capable 
and maybe even intelligent. I be-
came a student. I graduated summa 
cum laude from college and the first 
step towards that was Williston, and 
I’m forever grateful.

WE WANT TO HEAR YOUR 
THOUGHTS, TOO! GET IN ON 
THE CONVERSATION AT  

facebook.com/
willistonalumni
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“I was essentially the resident Yankees fan in 
enemy territory,” he said. 

Colello got the last laugh, however, as the 
Bronx Bombers brought home three champion-
ships during his time as a Wildcat, while the Sox 
were only about to hit their ascendancy.

At Williston, Colello was less an athlete than 
a scholar. He eschewed baseball for golf and, in 
addition to serving as sports editor of The Wil-
listonian, he worked for the athletic department, 

managing teams, operating scoreboards, filming 
games, and recording game statistics. It was a 
good preview for his career to come.

After graduation, while a student at the Bronx-
based Fordham University—chosen, in part, for 
its proximity to his favorite franchise—Colello 
would attend Yankees games regularly. 

“I stood in line at the box office forever to buy 
playoff tickets once,” he says, “and almost missed 
a midterm exam.”

During his sophomore year, in 2005, he got an 
internship at Yankee Stadium, and he was hired 
on full-time in 2007. As a front-office staffer, he 
has moved up the ranks and now is the director of 
scoreboard and video production, leading a staff 
of 14 full-timers, four part-time assistants, and 
20 game-day staff, including camera operators, 
on-air talent, a public address announcer, and 
an organist. Colello has earned two New York 
Emmys for video production.

His department manages the team’s score-
board, but its responsibilities don’t end there. The 
demand for digital content has only increased in 
his 13 years on the job. His crew is continually 
planning coverage and gathering footage, from 
player interviews during spring training to plot-
ting out game-day scripts and riling up the crowd 
during pivotal plays. 

“A ton of preproduction time goes into our 
scoreboard show and Yankees on Demand online 
video content before the season even starts to 
have as much content as possible loaded and 
ready to go,” he says. 

“We continually update features and create 
new content, often on a daily basis, during the 
season to keep things fresh, entertaining, and 
relevant, and as a result, game days are extremely 
busy in the lead-up to stadium gates opening. 
Once the game starts, things actually calm down 
for us. We execute our show that we have pre-
pared extensively for, and are prepared to adapt 
to whatever changes or unique situations may be 
thrown at us.”

While the work can be grueling, with long 
hours and high-stress moments, Colello tries to 
remind himself that he has his dream job. “Any 
time I start to get too jaded, something happens 
to snap me out of it and I remember how lucky 
I am to be in the position I’m in,” he said. He 

regularly runs into current players and those from 
the past that he once idolized. He also scored a 
diamond-encrusted World Series ring (seriously, 
it has 119 diamonds!) as a member of the team 
when the Yankees won their 2009 champion-
ship, and got to ride on the Yankees World Series 
parade float through lower Manhattan.

Colello’s love for the team permeates his life in 
other ways. He married his wife, Jennifer, a loyal 
Yankees fan, in 2012 at the ballpark. Legend-
ary shortstop Bucky Dent popped over to say hi 
during the rehearsal dinner, making quite an 
impression on the Yankees fans in the family. 
When their son was born in February, the Colel-

father,” Greg Colello said, “and from the bond 
that baseball and rooting for the Yankees created 
between him and me.”

Meanwhile, Colello’s mother, Julie, worked at 
Williston as the Head of School’s administrative as-
sistant, and his brother, Chris, graduated in 1999. 

Greg Colello attended Williston for six years 
during a stretch when the Yankees-Red Sox 
rivalry was particularly heated and the Curse of 
the Bambino wasn’t yet broken. 

While Greg Colello ’03 grew up 
in Red Sox Nation, his father, 
Dan, was a die-hard Yankees 
fan, and when you visited the 

Colello’s Easthampton home, Yankees iconog-
raphy was everywhere. Baseball was the family 
religion, and Greg’s father took his two sons on 
annual pilgrimages to the Cooperstown, N.Y., 
National Baseball Hall of Fame.

“My love of the Yankees comes from my 

los named him Mickey Arthur, pulling inspiration 
from slugger Mickey Mantle (and also Mickey 
Mouse; the Colellos are big Disney fans).

As he reflected on his own father’s  
influence on him, and, coming full circle, on  
how fatherhood is impacting his life, Colello, 
sleep-deprived but full of love for his son, says,  
“I really just care about doing everything I can  
to keep him safe in this often-scary world,  
making sure he is happy, and raising him to  
be a good and compassionate person. And  
hopefully watching him walk across the quad  
in the Williston graduating class of 2036!”

That would be a home run, indeed.

Clockwise from top left: Colello’s two New York Emmys shimmer at Yankee Stadium; his 2009 World Series ring 
has (no lie) 119 diamonds; Colello and his wife—and fellow Yankees fan—Jennifer wed at home plate in 2012; a 
proud Colello shows some love for his Emmy statuette

AROUND THE BASES

CALLING 
THE SHOTS
The way-cool job of Yankees scoreboard 
director Greg Colello ’03 —BY KATE SNYDER
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CLASS NOTES
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SEPTEMBER
• Bermuda 

Reception

OCTOBER
• Denver 

Reception

• Boston 
Young Alumni 
Reception

NOVEMBER
• Los Angeles 

Reception

• Local Young 
Alumni 
Reception

DECEMBER 6
• Boston Holiday 

Party

DECEMBER 13
• Easthampton 

Holiday Party

DECEMBER 18
• New York 

Holiday Party

2019
MARCH
• Florida 

Reception

APRIL
• San Francisco 

Reception

• Washington, 
D.C., Reception

MAY 3-5
• Reunion

The lights were twinkling as the 
Williston community gathered 
at holiday parties in Boston and 
Manhattan. And that was just 
the beginning! We also hosted 
events in Bermuda, California, 
Chicago, Connecticut, and 
Florida! Above, Nan Ding ’14, 
Michelle Radzion, and Stephen 
Kost P’21 raise a glass in NYC.

*FEAR OF MISSING OUT

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
FOR THESE GREAT ALUMNI 
EVENTS IN YOUR AREA!

For more information about times and locations for these 
events, visit the alumni events page at williston.com. Check the 
website often to learn more about special “pop-up” events for 
alumni, parents, and friends in 2018-19.
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early in his career and traveled 
extensively. Eventually he settled in 
Massachusetts, where he has enjoyed 
summers with his family at their 
home on the Cape, including plenty 
of golf and sailing. His three children 
are nearby: a daughter in Vermont, 
another daughter in eastern Mas-
sachusetts, and a son on the Cape. 
Bill, who will be 93 in May, says life 
is quiet, “but that’s not all bad!” He 
sends his regards to his classmates.

1944 NSFG
Class of 1944 needs a class rep. Please call 

Jill Stern at (413) 529-3965 to volunteer.

1945 WA
William D. Williams
(781) 749-1134

1945 NSFG
Class of 1945 needs a class rep. Please call 

Jill Stern at (413) 529-3965 to volunteer.

1946 WA
C. Kenneth Burke
(413) 783-3301

1946 NSFG
Class of 1946 needs a class rep. Please call 

Jill Stern at (413) 529-3965 to volunteer.

1947 WA
Kenneth H. Barratt
sibk3@aol.com

1947 NSFG
Caroline Gavin Arnold
(413) 727-8772

1948 WA
70th Reunion
Class of 1948 needs a class rep. Please call 

Jill Stern at (413) 529-3965 to volunteer.

1948 NSFG
70th Reunion
Class of 1948 needs a class rep. Please call 

Jill Stern at (413) 529-3965 to volunteer.

1949 WA
William S. Bushnell
wbushnell@myfairpoint.net

1949 NSFG
Class of 1949 needs a class rep. Please call 

Jill Stern at (413) 529-3965 to volunteer.

1950 WA
Robert Couch
gmanthelab@gmail.com
(413) 527-2964

1950 NSFG
Class of 1950 needs a class rep. Please call 

Jill Stern at (413) 529-3965 to volunteer.

1951 WA
Justin Howland
trommer2@yahoo.com

Author Bill Howland, M.D., 
published a book in August, entitled 
Cowboy and Surgeon: A Biography of 
Bill Magladry, M.D.

1951 NSFG
Sally Poole Farnham-Jaferian
sfarnha@earthlink.net
Susan Cross Hunter
Shunter2@comcast.net

1952 WA
Robert Thomas
Ticinc104@gmail.com

1952 NSFG
Class of 1952 needs a class rep.

We are so grateful to Ellie Gamarsh 
for her years of service as class repre-
sentative for the NSFG class of 1952. 
If you would like to volunteer to be 
in touch with your classmates to 
receive news for the Bulletin, Please 
call Jill Stern at (413) 529-3965 to 
volunteer.

1953 WA
65th Reunion
Kelman Cohen
kelmanc@mac.com

1943 WA
75th Reunion
Charles L. Robitaille
grampair@aol.com

1943 NSFG
75th Reunion
Mary Ann Thomas Cash
(970) 631-8636

1944 WA
Class of 1944 needs a class rep. Please call 

Jill Stern at (413) 529-3965 to volunteer.

The alumni office was thrilled to 
hear from William Armstrong, 
who called to share an update. 
Now retired from a career in textile 
manufacturing, Bill worked in NYC 

Oh, there’s no place like home for the holidays, they say, 
and Williston Northampton School brought a little bit 
of “home” to New York City, Boston, and Easthampton 
so alumni could celebrate, reminisce, and reconnect this 
winter. We also traveled to Bermuda, Chicago, Connecticut, 
California, and Florida to share news of the school and to 
hear from you. Speaking of hearing from you, thank you for 
sending in your Class Notes! We love to stay in touch, so 
please keep them coming!
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Cowboy and 
Surgeon by Bill 
Howland ’51
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ALUMNI GATHER

Brendan Hellweg ’14, Alexander H. Li ’15, and 
Bobbie Allardyce GP ’19, ’20 in NYC Boston partygoers Jennifer Simmons 

Solem ’86 and Ellen Livingston ’86

In NYC (from left): Derek Green ’10, 
Christina Djossa ’10, Debbie Andres 
’11, and Cameron Williams ’09

GenIsis Slaughter P’18 and 
Christine Winrow P’18 at the New 

York City holiday party

Photography teacher 
Ed Hing ’77 and Caitlin 
Mitchell ’98 in NYC



Sam is close with his children, 
grandchildren, and great-grand-
children, and their extended family 
and pets. His wife, Connie, recently 
celebrated her 80th birthday with 
family, friends, and blueberry crisp 
(her favorite). Sam and Connie 
continue to cope with maturity and 
aging. Healthwise, Sam has had 
some back pain and is legally blind in 
his right eye, but he still takes his dog 
Sir Buff on daily 2½-mile runs. As for 
Connie, aside from some stiffness in 
her back and knees, she is managing 
remarkably well.

1955 NSFG
Joanna Ewing Jones
Joannaj928@gmail.com

Jane Shapiro Millstein was married 
to a doctor, and has two beautiful 
girls, Claudia and Elizabeth. She has 
had some bad falls recently—one 

that gave her a concussion—and her 
back has been giving her trouble, but 
other than that she’s OK. Jane re-
members her classmates, especially 
Joan, Jasmine, Lynne, and Ginny. 
She asks, “Judi, are you still in Salt 
Lake? I think your husband went to 
Andover with my brother. I’d love to 
see the two of you before I can’t.” She 
also wanted to reach out to Lynne. 
“Lynne, didn’t you live up on the 
water? I remember going to your 
home and I remember your parents.” 
Jane was saddened by the loss of 
classmate Diane Fenton. She would 
love to be in touch with any of you 
who would like to correspond.

Marcia Raker says, “Jane, so sorry 
about your fall; I am going to light a 
healing candle for you. It is so easy 
to lose balance being a little over 
20 years old. I have had my share of 
falls as well, so I walk with a cane to 

balance myself. Mostly I trip over 
the damn thing as I forget I have it. 
Trying to check out at Panera with 
the cane, an over-the-shoulder bag, 
and the bag of goodies I get there is 
not easy, but I manage since I want 
that pecan twist and the broccoli 
soup in a bread bowl. I force myself.” 
Marcia has three adult children, and 
reassumed her maiden name after a 
not-so-great marriage. She has added 
quite a bit onto her house, and tells 
us that her son Andy joked, “Do you 
know what you are doing? You are 
building your own nursing home.’” 
Marcia’s humor is certainly intact! 
She also does a lot of healing work 
and loves helping others. She hopes 
you are all relatively well and happy.

Sending her fondest regards is Susan 
Dole, who writes that she is still 
living in Brookline. “I continue to 
be a member at Harvard Institute 
for Learning in Retirement (HILR) 
and feel very honored to be part of 
it. Great people and courses. The 
average age is 75, so as you can 
appreciate, I am one of the oldest, 
having turned 80 in March.” Susan’s 
son, lovely daughter-in-law, and 
three granddaughters live nearby, 
so she sees them frequently. She 
has a very good friend who is also 
a member at HILR; he lives in 
Cambridge, so they visit back and 
forth, and they have been traveling 

in the 65th Reunion year and thanks 
Kel for keeping everyone in touch as 
class rep.

1953 NSFG
65th Reunion
Class of 1953 needs a class rep. Please call 

Jill Stern at (413) 529-3965 to volunteer.

1954 WA
Class of 1954 needs a class rep. Please call 

Jill Stern at (413) 529-3965 to volunteer.

“Eighty used to be old,” quipped 
Kamel R. Hassan, who says he is 
still above ground and doing pretty 
well. “I’ve been spending a lot of 
time in northern Vermont on Lake 
Memphremagog—wherever that is!”

1954 NSFG
Class of 1954 needs a class rep. Please call 

Jill Stern at (413) 529-3965 to volunteer.

1955 WA
Class of 1955 needs a class rep. Please call 

Jill Stern at (413) 529-3965 to volunteer.

Sam Morey and his family have 
mourned the unexpected passing of 
his beloved son-in-law of 37 years. 

he held a significant position with 
the governor’s office in Albany.” After 
Williston, Steve graduated from 
Williams College, joined the Navy, 
and spent the rest of his working life 
with the Navy Department, mostly 
in Florida and Washington. He was 
involved with international Depart-
ment of Defense programs and spent 
two years on the Hill as a congressio-
nal aide. He is now retired and living 
with his wife, Nancy, in Farmington, 
Conn., and Williamstown, Mass.

Boakfar Ketunuti sends best wishes 
from Thailand, where he lives. He 
fondly remembers having a draw 
against Deerfield in soccer and an 
undefeated season, which delighted 
Coach Babcock. He reminisces, 
“Our class also had good swimmers 
like Don Miller and Rex Aubrey. 
Both went to Yale, and Rex was on 
the Australian Olympic swimming 
team.” Boakfar sends his best to all 

be there, he asks that someone else 
from the class step in to volunteer 
for Reunion. Either way, he says, 
“Let’s keep the communications up. 
Time is almost up for us in a relative 
sort of way, and learning about each 
other or arranging to get together 
seems a real gift to me.” Kel is cur-
rently in the middle of NIH grant 
writing and getting his chemother-
apy underway. He has been married 
for 19 years and it is still going 
strong. “Kids and grandchildren are 
the frosting on the cake!”

Steve Bullock sends his thanks to 
Kel for stepping up as class rep, and 
sends his best to all his classmates. 
He reminisces, “Craig Thorn and I 
missed living our senior year in Ford 
Hall because we lived in Memo-
rial Dorm as Student Council reps. 
We did manage to see everyone in 
class and at meals. Sadly, Craig is no 
longer with us. Last time I saw him, 

and Phil Lossone for keeping him 
going. Living in Los Angeles has 
made it tough to get back to the East 
Coast, as he is not fond of crowded 
planes; but he’s hoping to make it to 
Reunion along with his wife.

Sending his regards is Will Rogers, 
who will have to miss Reunion due 
to a “bum hip” that limits his travel. 
He has fond memories of his time 
at Williston, and wishes all the best 
to his classmates on the occasion of 
their 65th Reunion. Will is retired 
after a career in insurance, and is 
living in Williamsburg, Va.

Class rep Kelman Cohen became 
a professor of surgery at a medical 
school and is still heavily involved 
in wound healing, care, and 
research. He is scheduled to be in 
Rome to give a lecture over Reunion 
Weekend, but hopes to change his 
plans so he can attend. If he can’t 

Neill Schoonmaker sends his 
thanks to Kelman Cohen for picking 
up the gauntlet as class rep. Neill is 
now retired as an attorney from a 
family law practice in Ware, Mass. 
He and his wife, Joyce, now live in 
a gated home community in North 
Port, Fla. His health is good, and he 
maintains active interests in tennis, 
golf, world travel, and good wines 
and spirits. He cheers, “Arise sons 
of Williston, the world is in need of 
men—and women, too!”

Tom Pincu has had some health 
problems since taking a bad fall 
a year ago; he’s now looking into 
shoulder replacement surgery. 
His wife, two daughters, and two 
granddaughters have been taking 
good care of him. Tom had a thriving 
career in the entertainment lighting 
and controls industry. He remem-
bers his time at Williston and credits 
Phil Stevens, Howard Boardman, P
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Alumni Brandon N. Diaz ’12, left, 
and Eva Stern Rodriguez ’13, right, 
with two guests in New York

Stephen Tedescov ’85, Diana 
Chaplin ’85, Terence D. Martin 
’85, Adam Cohn ’85, and Carol 
A. Childs ’85 in New York

Matthew and Alison 
Czelusniak Bradshaw ’98

Robert Christensen ’71 and  
Arthur Coleman ’71



quite a bit as well. Susan’s health 
has been good; she battles a bit of 
arthritis by keeping moving.

1956 WA
Class of 1956 needs a class rep. Please call 

Jill Stern at (413) 529-3965 to volunteer.

1956 NSFG
Class of 1956 needs a class rep. Please call 

Jill Stern at (413) 529-3965 to volunteer.

1957 WA
William B. Harmon
wharmon509@aol.com

1957 NSFG
Class of 1957 needs a class rep. Please call 

Jill Stern at (413) 529-3965 to volunteer.

1958 WA
60th Reunion
Peter Hewes
prhewes@tvconnect.net

The Wildcats of ’58 (and special 
friends) continue to gather for 
luncheons and outings. You can see 
photos from the latest—in Noank, 
Conn., and Essex, Conn.—in the 
alumni events section of this Bulletin, 
pages 74-75.

1958 NSFG
60th Reunion
Elria Giamatti Ewing
Ege4@columbia.edu

1959 WA
Andrew L. Solomon
andy@houstonjewelry.com

After the Wildcat Weekend in 
September, Al Case and his wife, 
Marilyn, drove north to visit with 
Brewster Staples and his wife, Judy, 
in Pownal, Maine.

Chip Palmer sent greetings from 
Washington, D.C., where he and his 
wife, Laurel, spent two wonderful 
weeks visiting with each of their 
four children and their respective 
families. They returned home to 
Cape Cod for New Year’s Eve dinner 
and a celebratory evening with 
a college classmate and his wife. 
Chip looks forward to staying active 
with his legal practice in 2018 and 
spending time with his children and 
their families. In November, Chip 
enjoyed a delightful evening at the 
WNS holiday party at the New York 
Yacht Club, (with thanks to sponsor-
ing member, classmate, and WNS 
trustee, Fred Allardyce). There was 
a very large and enthusiastic turnout 

by multiple decades of graduates, 
underscoring both substantial 
enthusiasm and a robust future for 
the school. Chip writes, “A special 
highlight for me was a delightful 
dinner afterward with Fred and his 
charming wife, Bobbie. Fred truly 
deserves heartfelt recognition and 
thanks from all our classmates for 
his very substantial efforts on behalf 
of WNS. Everything I heard and saw 
at the reception, as well as at dinner 
with Fred, certainly created a very 
positive image of Williston.”

1959 NSFG
Mary Beth Adams Dorsey
marybethdorsey@yahoo.com

1960 WA
Jim Aldrich
mjaldrich@olypen.com

Dave Torrey has been doing a lot of 
traveling. In February 2017 he went 

to Port Aransas on the Texas coast to 
visit his old boss, spend some beach 
time, and watch the Super Bowl at 
the Stingray Bar. He spent several 
days with friends at the Woodlands 
outside of Houston and visited the 
George and Barbara Bush Library. 
In September, for the 38th year in a 
row, he went to Ogunquit, Maine, 
with his son and daughter-in-law. 
They took in the Freeport scene, 
did the mandatory shopping at L.L. 
Bean, and ate at Jamison Tavern, 
where the documents separating 
Maine from Massachusetts were 
signed in 1820. Starting this past 
summer, he has been spending time 
in Corning, N.Y., where his son 
relocated in his career at Corning 
Glass. Dave says he’s been keeping 
his gray matter functioning well by 
taking history courses at the Institute 
of Learning in Retirement and 

staying busy serving on two advisory 
committees at the local vocational 
school, the church board of trustees, 
a freight movement task force ad-
dressing transportation issues in the 
area, and other community groups.

In early December, Merritt Carlton 
wrote from his home in Maine that 
he and his wife, Chris, are doing well 
and were planning to head to their 
Florida home soon. He enjoyed a 
great lunch with Carlton Winslow 
and Larry Woodworth, another 
snowbird who is doing well. During 
the summer, Merritt and Chris trav-
eled extensively in western Canada, 
and later in the summer sailed with a 
friend to the Bay of Fundy.

Newlywed Jon Fitts married his 
former next-door neighbor, Carmen, 
in December, followed by a week-

long honeymoon cruise to Haiti. 
Traveling is Jon’s hobby; he’s been to 
60 countries (Haiti was the 60th) 
and all 50 states! He recently moved 
within the retirement community to 
a house with a great lake view where 
he enjoys watching sandhill cranes, 
herons, and many other birds by the 
water. Unfortunately, Jon is dealing 
with arthritis that leaves him in 
chronic pain; but he has not allowed 
that to stop him from traveling!

Investment manager Frank Wil-
liams sends word that he has been 
keeping busy working in the NYC 
office of Gilder, Gagnon, Howe & 
Co., LLC.

Tom Gordon continues to enjoy re-
tirement with his wife, Jane; they are 
both well. He writes, “Unfortunately 
we will be breaking our 35-year 
annual string of wintering in Saint 
Maarten because of the damage 
done by Hurricane Irma. We look 
forward to exploring Florida in the 
Siesta Key area this year.” Tom is very 

From left, Marilyn Case, Al Case 
’59, and Brewster Staples ’59

H. Reid Sterrett ’91,  
John Hazen White Jr. ’76, 
and David Mederrick ’91

Mike Jackson ’90 and 
Cauri Jaye ’90 in NYC Abby Hatch ’11 and 

Meghan Shumway ’11

Jake Green ’11, Robert Jeffway 
’08, Evan Davis ’08, and 
Megan Green ’08 in Boston

Michele Sommer P’16
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grateful for modern medical technol-
ogy, having fully recovered from 
double bypass surgery in August 
2016. He was back on the golf course 
in just four weeks, and continues to 
golf three to four times a week. Tom 
and Jane are the proud grandparents 
of their older granddaughter, who 
will be graduating from Pepperdine 
this year with a 4.0 average and 
is planning to go to law school; a 
younger granddaughter, who is a 
freshman at Ithaca College, where 
she is following her interests in sing-
ing and poetry; and a five-year-old 
grandson, who will start his formal 
schooling next year.

Bill Hastings is still working, having 
recently shipped the last tobacco 
cigar wrappers for the season. He 
and his wife, Sandy, whom he took 
to the junior prom, have the usual 
minor pains. He has four grandchil-
dren: Sarah Socolosky ’14, who is 
now a senior engineering student at 
the University of Hartford; grand-
daughter Toria, who just graduated 
from Northeastern; Abby, who is in 
the eighth grade and was recently on 
the front page of the Boston Globe’s 
sports section with Tom Brady; 
and 11-year-old Thomas, who has 
muscular dystrophy and is a big Red 
Sox baseball fan who recently had 
his greatest dream come true. Some 
200 volunteers with the Make-a-
Wish Foundation built a ¼-size 
Fenway Park in Thomas’ back yard 
in 34 days. For a heartwarming video 
of Thomas and his ballpark, google 
“Fantasy Fenway.” In early Decem-
ber, Bill is heading for Florida, where 
he hopes to see Merritt Carlton, his 
cousin Bert Abbey, Tom LaSalle, 
and anyone else who is down there.

Right after Labor Day, Bob Varnum 
and his wife, Mary, left their Mas-

sachusetts summer place and headed 
off for a 20-day trip to the Canadian 
Maritimes. Bob recounted their 
experience for us: “When we arrived 
on Prince Edward Island, we began 
to take notice of Hurricane Irma 
churning through the Caribbean. As 
we headed to Nova Scotia three days 
later to drive the beautiful Cabot 
Trail, we could see the storm headed 
for South Florida as a Category 4 
hurricane. We began canceling parts 
of our trip, particularly to New-
foundland, and headed south to Tru-
ro on the way to Halifax. Meanwhile, 
the storm had made landfall in South 
Florida and then headed to Fort My-
ers. Entering Halifax, we could see 
on television that Irma was going to 
go practically right down our street! 
Miraculously, she dropped from a 
Category 4 to a 3 just miles from our 
house, which we had expected to 
be roofless by this time. The lobster 
and wine we had that night was the 
best we ever consumed. When we 
called neighbors, they confirmed 
what we thought would be the case: 
Thousands of trees had fallen and 
power would be out for days, but 
most homes, ours included, were 
spared from Irma. The funny thing 
was, many people we met in Canada 
thought we had come there to escape 
the hurricane!”

Pete Savage, who lives in Duxbury, 
Mass., has been hunkering down 
to avoid the harsh, cold winter. We 
hope you stayed warm, Pete!

Gary Kleinerman is a very active 
volunteer, and spends a lot of time 
serving as the Stockbridge Bowl Lake 
harbormaster. He was appointed to 
the position by the town, and has 
been involved with setting up an 
invasive-species inspection station 
to keep the lake free of non-native 

organisms. While he doesn’t heat 
his home with wood, each year he 
cuts down trees and splits wood, 
creating seven cords that he uses to 
keep a pleasant atmosphere in the 
main part of his home. Gary and his 
wife, Christine, take advantage of 
the northeastern winters to cross-
country ski.

Dick Cadwgan and his wife, Louise, 
continue to enjoy life in Maine. He 
reports, “I am still working with 
WindowDressers, the nonprofit 
I started to build window inserts 
that reduce heating costs and cut 
carbon use. This fall we are making 
6,000 inserts for Maine residents 
around the state. It has been a great 
program.” Dick says he hasn’t had 
time to think about retirement.

Over the past few years, Richard 
Stewart and his wife, Janet, have 
taken several trips by car and plane 
to visit their six grandchildren (and 
the parents too, of course!). Most of 
them are in the New England area; 
one is in Tucson, Ariz. Richard had 
a stent placed in a cardiac artery in 
November, but overall his health is 
good.

Keith Alford has been retired for 
several years and now lives full-time 
in Buffalo, N.Y. All is well.

Pete Ewing and his wife, Mary Jean, 
visited family in northwest Wyoming 
in August to celebrate their 50th 
wedding anniversary and experience 
the total solar eclipse. Pete says that 
although he is no longer serving as 
president of the local Rotary club 
or district governor of his Rotary 
district, he is still involved with the 
Rotary at the zone level. He’s been 
selecting and sending exchange 
students abroad for 27 years and has 

attended 10 Rotary conventions in 
Australia, Europe, South America, 
and several cities in the U.S. and 
Canada. (Of course, Mary Jean didn’t 
allow him to go to all these great 
places alone!) Pete’s two children live 
in the Northwest. His son, Christo-
pher, and his wife, Kristina, a pianist, 
are the parents of two boys, ages 13 
and 11. His daughter, Rachel, and 
her husband, Thad, recently took on 
a wonderful addition to the family: 
a 14-year-old boy whose life was 
chaotic from dysfunctional parents, 
but who is now making tremendous 
progress catching up scholastically. 
Pete and Mary Jean would welcome 
a visit from any of you!

Frank Merrick and his wife, Susie, 
celebrated their 53rd wedding an-
niversary in June 2017! They enjoy 
opera at the Met, and more recently 
have been attending chamber music 
performances at Tanglewood in 
the Berkshire Hills. He still sees Ed 
Bertozzi and his wife, Judy, from 
time to time, when they are not at 
their other home on the West Coast 
spending time with their children.

Proud grandfather Charlie Callahan 
writes, “I just returned from picking 
up my granddaughter’s new ice 
skates. She is 2½, been swimming 
since six months, and started playing 
lacrosse with her cousins this 

Lee Hawkes ’60 with his handmade violin

spring. Hope she goes to Williston 
Northampton. Nothing exciting 
has happened out of the routine. I 
am planning to attend the Williston 
Northampton holiday party in 
Boston. My best to all.”

Sadly, Lee Hawkes’ wife, Anne, 
for whom he provided care for 25 
years, passed away. He has moved 
from New Hampshire to Rehoboth, 
Mass., to live with his daughter. He 
has learned how to make violins, and 
is taking several to give to children 
when he goes to Oaxaca, Mexico, to 
help his sister-in-law run her B&B. 
Lee has been on bike trips in South 
Carolina and along the coast of 
Maine and is planning a 1,700-mile 
ride from New Orleans to Minnesota 
in May.

Dave DeLuca is still practicing law 
in Rochester, New York; he and 
his wife, Susan, travel whenever 
possible to see their three boys and 
five grandchildren. His youngest 
son, James “JD” DeLuca ’95, lives in 
Napa, Calif., and recently hosted a 
luncheon for Northern California 
alumni at the Harvest Inn. Dave 
says, “We visited JD and family for 
Thanksgiving. Son Ben was recently 
named head coach and is in the 
process of rebuilding the Delaware 
men’s lacrosse program. We saw 
his team in action at their ‘fall ball’ 
scrimmages at the University of 
Pennsylvania in October. Mike is 
the business manager for three car 
dealerships owned by the son of our 
classmate, and my old friend, Bob 
Cartelli. We met Mike and family in 
Cambridge last spring for the Har-
vard lacrosse upset victory over Yale, 
Ben’s last game coaching at Harvard. 
We are all happy and healthy in the 
DeLuca family and wish you all good 
health.”

Larry Kiss is doing well and is very 
content spending his days following 
many sports.

Hall Healy is still involved with 
the Korean migratory crane project 
(featured in the last issue of the 
Bulletin.) He will be working in 
Seoul, South Korea, this year rather 
than North Korea due to the ongo-
ing international issues with the 
country. He has had opportunities 
to travel to several countries; one 
particularly moving experience oc-
curred in China, when a young child 
told Hall he wanted to thank him for 
the U.S. saving China in World War 
II. In contrast to this, when he was 
in Mongolia in the summer of 2016, 
two North Koreans said they wished 
the rest of the world could under-
stand the North.

Tom LaSalle plays tennis five or six 
mornings each week, and has been 
holding his own in weekend matches 
with guys half his age. He keeps 
getting invited back, and is known 
as the “fastest old man.” He says, 
“When you’re old, you suck it up or 
quit!” Hey, Tom, keep it up!

George Wright no longer uses 
email, but he had a chance to catch 
up with class rep Jim Aldrich by 
phone. He reminisced about his time 
at Williston and apologized for all 
the troublemaking. After graduating 
from Williston, George went to Yale, 
followed by several other universities 
before finishing his undergradu-
ate degree in geology at Columbia 
University in 1976, 16 years after his 
freshman year at Yale. George’s hike 
on the Appalachian Trail (described 
in a previous issue of the Bulletin) 
after finishing at Columbia was a 
watershed experience for him. He 
volunteered in Central America, 

California, and other places before 
taking a summer job doing night se-
curity at General Electric’s headquar-
ters in downtown NYC. George’s 
boss liked him and offered him a per-
manent position, which he accepted. 
He stayed there for 19 years, during 
which time he played music gigs 
all around NYC to supplement his 
salary. (Who remembers listening to 
George playing his guitar and singing 
in Ford Hall?) These days, George 
has difficulty going down the stairs 
to the street from his NYC residence, 
which has no elevator. He spoke 
about good times post-Williston with 
Frank Williams, and as best man 
at Ed Bertozzi’s wedding, and he 
wishes those two “all the best.”

Larry Hyman says he is vertical and 
enjoying life, and still practicing 
psychiatry. He and his wife, Lois, 
enjoy travelling with friends; this 
past November they even attempted 
swimming in the Arctic Ocean in 
Norway. As one might expect, the 
water was a tad cold, so they only 
went in up to their knees. Larry 
spent a lot of time and effort in 2017 
dealing with the county’s permitting 
process and regulations to sell seven 
lots of his 50-acre farm. To keep in 
shape he plays tennis, goes to the 
gym several times each week, and 
swims in Siesta Key, Fla., where he 
spends the winter.

Lans Hays plans to enjoy time 
out on Lake Nockamixon with his 
grandchildren this year, as he’s 
selling his summer cottage on Fire 
Island and buying a Boston Whaler 
or a Hobie Pro Angler 17 T.

Jim Andrews didn’t have much to 
report from Mexico; he’s been enjoy-
ing the sunshine and margaritas. 
Take us with you next time, Jim!

Chris Lowell writes: “My wife and 
I enjoyed a three-week house-sitting 
stint this October in Anacortes, 
Wash., during which time we had 
a wonderful visit with Jim Aldrich 
and his wife, Linda, in nearby 
Sequim. Not as much travel this year 
presenting Benjamin Franklin to 
audiences, as we spent many months 
in ways less exciting—preparing our 
house for sale and an eventual move 
into a downsized place. At the time 
of this writing, I’m one week away 
from opening in a local produc-
tion of Angels in America, in which 
I will be playing four roles over the 
two-part play, including a rabbi and 
a doctor. Great fun. Best to all my 
classmates.”

Steve Hatch will be doing a 15-day 
Viking River Cruise from Buda-
pest to Amsterdam this year that 
promises to be spectacular—a longer 
cruise than his previous trip with 
Viking. Send us a photo when you 
return, Steve!

Paul Tamburello has been travel-
ing for years, beginning right after 
college when he joined the Peace 
Corps. He trained to be a chicken 
farmer at Oregon State University, 
and then spent two years in India. 
He regularly attends festivals in Loui-
siana and does any type of dancing, 
from ballroom to Cajun. Some of his 
more recent destinations include 
India, Spain, Cuba, Dominican 
Republic, Key West, and San Diego. 
For a recent photo of Paul and his 
trips, check out his website ptatlarge.
typepad.com.

Nils Mickkelsen has decided that 
although his health is OK, he’s no 
longer planning on climbing Mt. 
Everest. He took it off his long 
bucket list. He recently returned 
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still got all his marbles, which he 
attributes to still working full-time 
as a mediator-arbitrator. He’s been 
married now for 46 years and has 
lived in the same house in West Los 
Angeles for 45 years. “How’s that for 
stability?” Aside from a knee replace-
ment last year, he is doing well, and 
enjoying his family: two wonderful 
sons married to great women, and 
two granddaughters, ages five and 
nine, whom he adores. Michael 
shares, “I’d like to get out to our re-
cently purchased property in Maine 
several times a year during the good 
weather—the only problem is there’s 
no nonstop flight between L.A. and 
Bangor, the nearest airport.” He says 
that although he didn’t make it to the 
55th Reunion, he is thinking about 
attending the 60th—especially if he’s 
back East at that time.

In September 2016, William 
“Woody” Woodward and his wife, 
Paula, traveled to Namibia for his 
12th African game safari. They 
spent time hunting in Westfalen, a 
ranch on a wildlife conservancy of 
300,000 acres. He tells us, “Namibia 
has placed greater emphasis on 
controlled hunting as a source of 
income since restocking the ranches 
with game in the 1970s, gradually 
restoring the country’s vast tracts 
of land with game.” On one notable 

nightstands, a simple desk, and 
a bookcase set. He shares, “My 
76-year-old re-jointed legs hol-
lered for an elevator, which will be 
installed shortly. The only goal I have 
is to finally lose some weight.” Best 
of luck in your journey toward better 
health, Don!

Henry Hacker has moved to Miami 
Beach, where he has been wintering 
for the past five years. After earning 
his undergraduate degree in history, 
he went to Harvard for a Master of 
Science in museum studies, address-
ing collections and administration. 
His thesis was on Nazi-looted art. 
Henry is a lifelong lover of arts and, 
not surprisingly, a collector. He has 
three children and three grandchil-
dren. His eldest, Michael, is a lawyer 
in Boston specializing in venture 
capital with two boys, ages four and 
two. His younger son, Matthew, 
went to Tufts and then Georgetown 
law school and currently practices 
law in NYC. His daughter, Katrina, 
graduated from Princeton in 2013, 
majoring in history, and then got 
an Master of Science in psychology. 
She was on the U.S. figure skating 
team but quit the team to attend 
Princeton. (Google “Katrina Hacker” 
to watch videos of her figure skating.)

Michael Marcus says that he’s 

live nearby in Camden, and would 
love a visit from any classmates who 
come their way.

Richie Kagan spends his winters 
in Florida. He is captain of the local 
bowling and bocce teams and plays 
a lot of golf with a foursome, one of 
whom is 89 and another 90! Richie 
shoots in the 90s, but the group has a 
“pick-up” rule that once you’re three 
over par you retrieve your ball to 
keep the game going. Sounds like a 
good time!

Don Reed writes to share that his 
home in Hilton Head was spared 
damage from Hurricanes Matthew 
and Irma, despite the fact that they 
caused considerable damage on his 
street. Some houses near his were 
abandoned, and his next-door neigh-
bors’ home was declared uninhabit-
able, taking a full eight months to 
repair. Luckily, Don’s humor is fully 
intact: “My wife and I decided that 
living on one hurricane-prone island 
was not exciting enough, so we’re 
building a beach house on Galveston 
Island, just southeast of Houston. 
Now we have the option of ensuring 
that we can go get hammered by 
a hurricane in either place!” Don 
has gotten back into woodworking, 
building some of the furniture for 
the new house, including bedroom 

from a trip to Chile, where he goes 
every few years to visit family. His 
tennis game is not what it used to be, 
so he’s now into dancing. He said, “I 
have a couple of grandkids graduat-
ing from high school next year. Time 
flies. But mainly it’s my dog Sam and 
me. He keeps me exercising, though 
he is slowing down, too.”

Lee MacVaugh is in his eighth 
year of teaching at Georgetown 
University. He says, “I am blessed 
with curious, creative, and informed 
students. In fact, I went to the 
admissions office last week to thank 
them for the wise choices they have 
made over the past years.” He is also 
working with the D.C. public school 
system helping them administer the 
SAT and ACT tests to hundreds of 
high school students from Maryland, 
Virginia, and D.C. He tries to work 
out five days a week, biking, hiking, 
and lifting.

Dave McCoid is halfway through 
his 50th year of practicing law, and 
says, “I’m going to continue until I 
get it right.” He recently spent time 
in Eugene, Ore., after Christmas 
for his daughter Laura’s wedding. 
He reports that he is making great 
progress on his goal of attending 
games in every major league baseball 
park. “My two boys and I took a West 
Coast baseball trip in August. Saw 
eight games in eight days. I have now 
been to 28 of the current 30 major 
league parks and have seen games in 
a total of 41 parks. Only Toronto and 
the new Atlanta park to go!” Dave 
sends his best to all.

Carlton Winslow and his wife, Kitty, 
have lived in Rockland, Maine, since 
2011. Their two children and four 
grandchildren live nearby. They see 
Merritt Carlton and his wife, who 

morning hunt, Woody viewed 150 
sharp-horned oryx, also known as 
gemsbuck, converging on a water 
hole from all points of the compass. 
They were safe from hunters at this 
location because game is not shot at 
watering holes. During the hunt, he 
took warthog, the elusive mountain 
zebra, and oryx. Woody writes, “I 
was struck once again by the simple 
fact that the insignificant number of 
trophy males that are hunted each 
year provides income that protects 
huge numbers of females, calves, and 
young males of all species.”

Last year, Phil Haskell and his part-
ner, Losine, took a three-week cruise 
and land tour of France, Spain, and 
Italy to celebrate his 75th birthday. 
He’s a snowbird, and left Newbury-
port, Mass., to be in Pompano, Fla., 
for the first three months of 2018.

John Spare had knee surgery in 
November. He enjoys spending 
time with his girlfriend, Susan, who 
joined him at the last Reunion. In 
June, John looked at other possible 
places to live in Canandaigua, N.Y., 
but for now is remaining in his home 
there. His daughter Catherine is at-
tending the University of Delaware.

Class rep Jim Aldrich and his wife, 
Linda, celebrated their 53rd wed-

ding anniversary in December. He 
notes that Frank Merrick and Susie 
Merrick, who married the same year, 
beat them by six months! Jim says, 
“I told Linda she deserved an award 
for putting up with me for more than 
five decades.” They are both doing 
well physically, and Jim continues to 
enjoy his geologic research project 
in the Olympic Mountains. This past 
fall, he gave a talk addressing some of 
his findings at the Annual Meeting 
of the Geological Society of America. 
He and Linda plan to move back to 
New Mexico in 2019 or 2020; so if 
any classmates want to come to the 
Olympic Peninsula to visit and see 
Olympic National Park, San Juan 
Islands, Cascade Mountains, and 
Victoria on Vancouver Island, now is 
the time! “I want to close by thank-
ing all of you who have thanked me 
for my efforts as your class agent. 
It’s most appreciated. Don’t forget to 
send me any changes to your contact 
information (mailing address, phone 
numbers, and email address). Take 
care and be well!”

1960 NSFG
Class of 1960 needs a class rep. Please call 

Jill Stern at (413) 529-3965 to volunteer.

1961 WA
Class of 1961 needs a class rep. Please call 

Jill Stern at (413) 529-3965 to volunteer.

1961 NSFG
Class of 1961 needs a class rep. Please call 

Jill Stern at (413) 529-3965 to volunteer.

1962 WA
Class of 1962 needs a class rep. Please call 

Jill Stern at (413) 529-3965 to volunteer.

Author Thornton “Tim” Henry 
recently published a book entitled 
Leonard’s Tune, and was generous 
enough to send the school a copy for 
our library of alumni titles.

1962 NSFG
Linda Stanton Maynard
frank.c.maynard@valley.net

1963 WA
55th Reunion
David Tatlock
Davidtatlock45@gmail.com

Class rep David Tatlock writes, 
“When this hits your mailbox, our 
55th Reunion will be upon us. I’m 
hoping it will be a good one. I did a 
mid-February fly-through of East-
hampton, and once again Williston 
Northampton looks great—and so 
does Small Oven, the bakery nearby. 
I encourage you to visit on your own; 
you’ll see a much different school 
than when being caught without a 
hat would garner you ‘Bounds,’ a dis-
mal Saturday night in the study hall.” 

Dave shares that he recently received 
a packet from Dick Curtis, and in 
it were some “archival” emails from 
2004 in which Bob Carpenter men-
tions a parody of the Willistonian, 
written in spring of 1962, called 
the Simpletonian. Apparently, Phil 
Stevens almost refused to publish 
the Simpletonian, and only agreed 
because we had already finished it!

Charles Newlin writes: “I’m enjoy-
ing partial retirement, which means 
I’m still working pruning fruit trees, 
but I get to be lazy about it and take 
off when the weather’s nasty, or 
spend all morning on the Internet. 
I’m still trying to keep up with 
our property in Corvallis. I’ve also 
rejoined the state committee of the 
Oregon Pacific Green Party, so my 
political work in this election year 
has picked up, too. All three of us are 
healthy, aside from a cold here and 
there, so I count myself fortunate. I 
made it to my 50th college reunion 
in Portland and had a wonderful 
time. There’s something to be said 
for surviving.”

In October, Phil Pendergast and his 
wife, Gail, spent seven nights on the 
Nile and two in Cairo, where they 
visited the pyramids. They also spend 
as much time as possible in Mexico.

Olympic National Park, where Jim Aldrich ’60 
spends his days

Leonard’s Tune by Thornton 
Henry ’62 Gail and Phil Pendergast ’63 with their new friends in Cairo!

Dave McCoid ’60 (center) with his sons 
David II and Douglas at AT&T Park, the 
home of the San Francisco Giants Bill Woodward ’60 and Paula at Gatheman’s restaurant in Windhoek, Namibia
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1963 NSFG
55th Reunion
Class of 1963 needs a class rep. Please call 

Jill Stern at (413) 529-3965 to volunteer.

1964 WA
Class of 1964 needs a class rep. Please call 

Jill Stern at (413) 529-3965 to volunteer.

1964 NSFG
Lydia Allen Kitfield
lydiakitfield@gmail.com

1965 WA
Thomas Kelley
tjbost@gmail.com

Thank you to Tom Kelley for taking 
up the duties of class rep. We are 
grateful to outgoing class rep Charlie 
Sullivan for his past efforts.

Class rep Tom “Teak” Kelley took 
some time away from golfing in sun-
ny Southwest Fla. in January to send 
an email to about 65 members of the 
1965 class in an effort to reconnect. 
He writes, “As I went over the class 
list and drafted the email, I was 
saddened by the number of friends 
in our class who have died, and I was 
disappointed that most of us had 
not made a concerted effort to stay 
in touch with each other while we 
were able. Many of you obviously felt 
the same, because within a couple of 
days of reaching out to you all, there 
were substantive, information-filled 
responses from about one-third 
of those who received the email. 
Thanks, guys—let’s keep this com-
munication going!” Teak hopes this 
massive effort by the class of 1965 
inspires other classes to participate 
as well.

As for his own personal update, Teak 
reports that since finally closing 
his law practice in June 2017, and 

spending most of the summer in the 
Winnipesaukee Lakes Region playing 
golf, he and his wife, Denise, joined 
a great golf community just north of 
Naples, Fla. Their son T.J., daughter 
Deirdre, and grandson Mackenzie 
recently spent Christmas with them, 
fishing in the Gulf, playing golf, and 
enjoying the sunshine.

It would seem that many of the 1965 
class have moved to a warmer cli-
mate—at least for the winter. Harvey 
Kaltsas reports from Sarasota, Fla., 
that he is still active in his practice 
of acupuncture, as well as diving and 
searching for shipwrecks! In particu-
lar, he is searching for a French slave 
ship that sank in the Gulf of Mexico 
in 1792. He hopes to find some dou-
bloons down there!

Harvey had some help out at the dive 
site in January from Jory Berkwits, 
who took him out on his boat. Jory 
is retired, spends time as a SCORE 
mentor for business owners in the 
area, and is finishing up his second 
book. Teak promises a visit, Jory and 
Harv!

Also in Florida is Bill Hough, who 
lives in Miami and is still taking 
breathtaking photos. Bill is looking 
for a classmate-sponsored lunch! 
Ken “Boggy” Louis offered to buy 
Bill lunch, but he is retired in Port-
land, Maine, and demanding dinner 
in return.

Another part-time Floridian is 
Ned Lynch, who winters in Ft. 
Lauderdale and spends the rest of 
the year in Boston. He had been 
busy recovering from some injuries 
over the last few years, but assures us 
that he is back to normal, traveling, 
and looking forward to the 55th 
Reunion!

Mike Smernoff has been living in 
Tallahassee, Fla. for many decades. 
He is retired, but still substitute 
teaches a few days a week. His health 
and his family are great, and he 
hopes to attend the next Reunion.

Peter Mannering Thompson, 
aka “Limey,” is retired after many 
corporate successes in the food and 
beverage industry. He now winters 
in Vero Beach, Fla., near classmates 
Doug Watson (formerly of the Wil-
liston ski team) and Steve Holcomb, 
a recent Reunion attendee. Limey 
notes that he connected with Peter 
Severud when both were in Cooper-
stown, N.Y., in the early ’70s.

Billy Burkhardt reports that he 
did in fact get an invite to return 
to Williston his senior year from 
Headmaster Stevens, but didn’t 
take Phil up on the offer. He spent 
his business career in textiles with 
many factories in the Northeast, 
and opened his own factory 24 years 
ago, after most of the textile industry 
moved to China. He still runs his 
business, and has a condo in Estero, 
Fla., right next to Naples and many 
of his classmates. Bill is looking 
forward to retirement in the near 
future, and to playing some golf with 
his Williston classmates.

Sending his regards from Biloxi, 
Miss., is Walt Russell, who has a 
daughter and son-in-law up North, 
and hopes to attend the next 
Reunion.

George Volanakis moved many 
times in his successful corporate 
career; he is now settled in Hilton 
Head, S.C., doing all the fun things 
we all aspire to do.

Bill Zurcher says all is well and 
the same as it was at the 50th 
Reunion. He is retired and travels 
from his good weather just west of 
Phoenix, Ariz., to his good weather 
in Vancouver, Wash. Flying is his 
avocation, and he has his pilot’s 
license in New Zealand.

Another classmate from the 
Northwest, Chris Zook, reports that 
Seattle suits him well after many 
work-related moves.

Paul Stasz, formerly of 
Northampton, Mass., has retired 
from risk management and moved 
to Portland, Ore. As Paul describes, 
“Living the Pacific Northwest 
lifestyle—great food, hiking, skiing, 
wine, arts—everything we were 
taught to enjoy!” Sounds lovely, Paul!

Henry Mitchell, who attended 
the 50th Reunion, sent word from 
Anchorage, Alaska. He is retired, but 
still on the water as a commercial 
and recreational fisherman and 
oceanic ecology advocate. Hank 
still vacations on Cape Cod, in 
Mattapoisett, Mass., and has a son 
and daughter out East.

Sending word from the West Coast 
is Alex Chen, who is busy planning 
his son’s wedding at his son’s alma 
mater, Stanford University.

D.A. Stevens sends his best from 
San Diego. He is married and has 
four sons, a granddaughter, and 
a grandson. David has enjoyed 
traveling (he will visit his son in 
Vietnam in the spring of 2018) and 
using his boat, but looks forward 
to selling the vessel and retiring 
from his busy practice as a civil trial 
lawyer. He wants to visit Harvey 
in Sarasota, Fla., to go diving and 

Births
’97 ’02’98

’07’03 ’06

Eliza Merrill Stevens, daughter of Rachel (Feinstein) 
’97 and Peter Stevens, born Aug. 13, 2017

Bennett Andrew and Burke Hayes, twin sons of Marc 
Fullerton ’98 and Jennifer Fullerton, born Dec. 4, 2017

Sebastian Kenyon Bartlett Bates, son of David Bartlett 
Bates ’02 and Larissa Bates, born Jan. 20, 2017. 
Shown here with his sister Pilar (6)

Mickey Arthur Colello, son of Greg Colello ’03 and 
Jennifer Colello, born Feb. 14, 2018

Olivia Brook Dorman, daughter of Jeffrey Dorman ’06 
and Samantha Dorman, born Jan. 24, 2018

Wells Wold, daughter of Chelsey Wold ’07 and Joe 
Wold ’06, born Dec. 12, 2017

’12’07
Salvatore Leo, son of Elizabeth Falco ’07 and Anthony 
Falco, born in June 2017

Riley, daughter of Caitlyn Riley ’12 and Jack Conklin, 
born March 27, 2017

YOUR 
BABY 

WILDCAT 
HERE!

Send your high-resolution 
(2MB) pictures to 

jstern@williston.com!
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she was active in student affairs and 
UNC’s highest women’s honorary so-
ciety. After earning a master’s degree 
in city and regional planning from 
UNC, she moved to Washington, 
D.C., worked in the private sector for 
three years, and then joined the U.S. 
Energy Research and Development 
Agency, which later became the 
U.S. Department of Energy (DOE). 
Suzanne’s favorite class at NSFG was 
Problems in Democracy, taught by 
Michael Behnke. She remembers, 
“His method of teaching focused on 
analysis, reading primary sources to 
find emerging issues, and connect-
ing current trends with previous 
political issues.” Following eight 
years at DOE, Suzanne joined the 
Voice of America, U.S. Information 
Service, working on emergency 
communications planning. She mar-
ried her husband, Michel, in 1986, 
followed by a move to Pennsylvania, 
where she began working in the 
Mid-Atlantic Commissioner’s Office, 
U.S. Internal Revenue Service. She 
and Michel have a beautiful daugh-
ter, who was born in Philadelphia 
but grew up in Louisiana for 14 years 
as Michel was transferred to Baton 
Rouge. Suzanne began working for 
the Baton Rouge Planning Com-
mission and resigned in order to 
care for her parents and aunt. After 
their passing, Suzanne became a 
student at the Public Administration 
Institute, Ourso College of Business, 
Louisiana State University. She loved 
the program! After researching U.S. 
Government Accountability Office 
reports, Suzanne began to connect 
emerging cybersecurity issues with 
emergency communications plan-
ning. Since Michel was transferred 
back to New Jersey before Suzanne 
could finish her program at LSU, she 
started over as a part-time student in 
security studies at the Walsh School 

Laurie Fischer Heflin founded and 
runs a nonprofit for residents of 
Madison, Conn. She had a fabulous 
time cruising the Croatian coast last 
spring.

Janet LeBeau Hill sends her best 
from her winter home in Florida.

Pamela Andros has been waiting 
to have hip surgery, only for it to 
be postponed due to pneumonia. 
Things are looking up now, and she 
expects to have a new hip by spring.

Pam Montgomery couldn’t make it 
to Reunion, since her daughter had a 
baby around the same time. She lives 
in South Carolina and teaches mas-
sage therapy in North Carolina.

“Some of the best gifts of retirement 
are time and the opportunity to 
catch up with NSFG friendships,” 
says Suzanne Wellborn Daage. She 
recently shared a fantastic lunch 
with Laurel File, and a wonderful 
phone call with Pamela Mitchell 
Andros that brought back many 
fond memories. She sends special 
thanks to class president Meredith 
Griggs, who kindly let Suzanne stay 
at her house for several months, 40 
years after graduating from NSFG. 
“Long-time friendships are cher-
ished treasures; these friendships 
inspire us through decades of life.” 
Following NSFG, Suzanne went on 
to graduate with honors in political 
science from the University of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill (UNC), where 

Renfred Halverson has had a busy 
year. His wife, Crickett Allen, a 
wonderful musician and songwriter, 
released an album and is receiving 
excellent reviews worldwide. She 
has enjoyed a great career perform-
ing throughout the U.S., Canada, 
Europe, and the Caribbean, and 
has opened shows for Dolly Parton, 
Barbara Mandrel, Kenny Rogers, 
and jazz icon Maynard Ferguson, 
to name a few. (To listen, check out 
crickettallen.net.) Ren plays on a 
few songs as well! Other than that, 
Ren says, “we have incorporated 
regenerative medicine in our clinic, 
including stem cell injections. The 
results treating severe arthritic joints, 
as well as tendon and ligament tears 
that previously had to have surgery, 
are absolutely mind-boggling. Within 
five years this field will change the 
face of health care worldwide.” He is 
still practicing and doing occasional 
seminars in women’s predatory de-
fense. Ren talked to Reeve a couple 
years ago and says he sounded great. 
“I hope all the old ‘Willies’ and the 
Hamp ladies are well and enjoying 
their lives, families, and careers. All 
the best to the class of ’67. I’d love to 
hear from any of you.”

1967 NSFG
Pamela Mitchell Andros
carlwandros@gmail.com

Katie Farrell Ross had three surger-
ies on her eye, but is now feeling bet-
ter. She enjoys her three grandchil-
dren and babysits whenever she can.

other hand, are a time to slow down 
and catch our breath. It is usually in 
February that we try to head south 
to California and Mexico to enjoy 
running sand between our toes and 
sipping margaritas!” Dave hasn’t 
been back to Williston in over 40 
years, but says it is nice to know that 
the school is flourishing and that the 
campus continues to grow. “Because 
of the distance, I will have to rely on 
you all to marvel at how young the 
students look now. Certainly, we 
never looked that young!”

1965 NSFG
Class of 1965 needs a class rep. Please call 

Jill Stern at (413) 529-3965 to volunteer.

1966 WA
Peter T. Miceli
petertmiceli@hotmail.com
Louis D. Pellissier
dee.pellissier@jimkeimford.com

Carl H. Shubs showed four pho-
tographs in the “Analog vs. Digital” 
photo exhibit at the Hive Gallery in 
downtown Los Angeles, which ran 
throughout March (see above).

1966 NSFG
Virginia Hopf West
Play2xs@aol.com

1967 WA
James M. Hitchings
jhitchings48@gmail.com
John M. Newton
jmn333@aol.com

his first Harley-Davidson bike as well 
as his first home! He and his wife live 
in Taipei for the academic year, travel 
extensively throughout Asia, and 
spend the summers in the States—
just a stone’s throw from the Wil-
liston campus! Jim says, “Whether 
a ‘Willie’ or a ‘Townie,’ I had among 
the best two years of my life at the 
academy and thank everyone I met 
there for the great ride!”

Charlie Hayes is still in Annapolis, 
Md., retired after a stellar position 
as a speechwriter for corporate 
executives. Charlie has kept in touch 
with Doug Tindal, as well as class 
rep Teak Kelley. On recent trips to 
the Boston area, Chas, Doug, and 
Teak have had lunch and re-lived old 
times.

Jack Robinson enjoyed the 
50th Reunion more than he had 
imagined—mostly because so many 
classmates attended! He promises 
to return for the next one. Jack is a 
lawyer in Pennsylvania.

Richard O’Brien’s wife, Jeanne, 
wrote that he won’t buy snow tires 
for his wheelchair, but he gets out 
and runs the darn thing five miles 
a day in good weather! Luckily, 
Reunion will be in the summer; OB 
plans to be there, just as he was at 
the 50th!

Kevin Hoben has made significant 
contributions to the class and to Wil-
liston Northampton over the years 
as a longtime board member. Kevin 
reports that the school is doing well, 
with a wonderful head of school.

Ron Varney has had a star-filled ca-
reer as a fine arts agent in New York 
with Sotheby’s; a few of the estates 
he handled or is currently repre-

senting include those of Katharine 
Hepburn and Paul Newman. He has 
his own firm in New York now, and 
travels extensively for work—and 
hopefully pleasure!

Park Fay spends some of his 
time renovating his 130-year-old 
brownstone condo in Boston and 
writing construction-cost proposals 
for a Boston area general contractor. 
He spends his leisure time with his 
grandchildren in Manchester, Vt.

Rev. Dick Allen is still the senior 
minister at the Congregational 
Church in South Glastonbury, Conn. 
He frequently visits his Peace Corps 
village in central Malawi. “Cy” still 
plays tennis twice a week, but gave 
up his soccer cleats. He is expecting 
his eighth grandchild!

Richard “Savage” Reingold writes 
that he wrapped up running the TV 
station in Eastern N.C. at the end 
of 2017. He is moving back to the 
D.C./Baltimore area, and hopes to 
continue working.

Steve Holcomb enjoyed catching 
up with so many former classmates 
at the 50th Reunion. He reports that 
after Williston, he graduated after 
four years from the Wharton School 
at the University of Pennsylvania. 
He was then drafted—but flunked 
the eye exam. He found employment 
on Wall Street and spent 32 years 
with JP Morgan, “a wonderful firm 
with the most talented people I’ll 
ever work with.” He and his wife, 
Joan, lived in Caracas, London, Hong 
Kong, and Sydney, and traveled the 
world, all while raising a wonderful 
son and daughter. He left JP Morgan 
in 2000 and took a job with Morgan 
Stanley, where he spent five terrific 
years. He retired to the Vero Beach 

area of Florida in 2006, spending 
summers in New Hampshire on 
Lake Winnipesaukee. Sadly, Joan 
died in 2015. Steve reports that he 
was crushed, but recovered, and 
is now happily engaged. His first 
grandson was recently born. He says, 
“I golf poorly, hunt birds, travel lots, 
read, and stay educated. Life is good 
after all.”

The bulk of David Groesbeck’s ca-
reer has been in the public education 
arena, other than a brief stint with 
Alan Epstein ’64 as a photographer, 
and some time spent as a fisher-
man. Having started as a classroom 
teacher back in the 1960s, David has 
covered the gamut from elementary 
school through graduate school, 
on both coasts. As he was winding 
down his tenure as a superintendent 
of schools in Southern California, 
he visited Alaska during the height 
of the salmon run and was hooked! 
Three months later, he and his wife, 
Olga, were searching for a house in 
Homer, about 220 miles southwest 
of Anchorage, in south-central Alas-
ka. Dave shares, “Homer is a magical 
place. Our house sits at about 1,000 
feet elevation and overlooks Cook 
Inlet and four of the major volcanoes 
that form part of the ring of fire. 
Homer, the town popularized by 
Tom Bodett in his book The End of 
the Road, is an artists’ community, 
fishing village, and tourist destina-
tion. My wife is a watercolorist, 
and we own a gallery that she runs 
during the summer months. During 
the summer, I provide logistical 
support to her and try to keep our 
freezers filled with fish and game. In 
an effort to remain productive, I also 
sit on the board of our community 
hospital. Summers are frenetic, but 
who needs to sleep when it remains 
light 20 hours a day? Winters, on the 

boating—and look for sunken 
treasure.

Jeff Bastable has been enjoying his 
grandbaby in Boston, with another 
on the way! Last summer was his 
family’s 35th year on Chappaquid-
dick Island, Mass., and they had a 
gathering of family and friends to 
celebrate. He continues to travel sev-
eral times a year, both domestically 
and overseas, and will be off to Spain 
in the early spring. In 2017, he spent 
time transiting the Panama Canal, 
with several stops along the way 
from California to Florida. Earlier in 
the year, he and his wife, Susan, took 
their first trip to the islands of Ha-
waii. Jeff has been very involved on 
the board of a 100-percent-volunteer 
organization called Honor Flight 
Syracuse, Inc. They bring veterans 
from WWII, Korea, and more to 
Washington, D.C., to honor their ser-
vice, taking them to memorials built 
in their honor. Susan is involved 
with the organization as well; she 
also recently published the fifth edi-
tion of her award-winning textbook 
Nurse as Educator.

Since his two wonderful years at 
Williston, Jim Soja received his 
Bachelor of Arts from Middlebury 
College and his Master of Arts from 
Georgetown, both in history. After 
one year teaching in the States, he 
embarked on an international teach-
ing career for over 40 years. He’s had 
many adventures, the first of which 
was teaching aboard a ship that took 
him to three continents, with stops 
in England, Germany, Singapore, 
Egypt, and finally, Taiwan. On 
Christmas Day 2014, Jim married his 
lovely Taiwanese bride, who teaches 
at Taipei American School, where 
Jim also taught before his retirement 
three years ago. He has since bought 

Photographs by Carl H. Shubs ’66, on 
exhibit at LA’s Hive Gallery
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from teaching in Southampton, 
Mass.

Irene White Berwick has retired 
from a career in technology at 
Amherst College. She has several 
grandchildren living in the N.Y. area. 
Irene lives in Greenfield, Mass.

Betsy Blish Musto is semi-retired, 
working part time at Applewood of 
Amherst, fulfilling a lifelong interest 
in nursing. She lives in South Hadley, 
Mass., with her husband, Lou. They 
celebrated their 35th wedding an-
niversary in February. Sadly, they 
lost their eldest son, Douglas, in 
2012. They remain close to their son 
James, age 27, who works for UPS 
and also lives in South Hadley. Betsy 
still loves music (Hi, Diane!) and 
has a new love: Boston terriers. She 
hopes to do some serious traveling in 
the future.

Fran Baraniuk Cross and her 
husband, Thomas M. Cross ’68, are 
both dressage judges in Florida and 
Massachusetts.

1971 WA
Edward F. Pytka
epytka@aol.com
Edward Mulligan
(678) 404-5460

1971 NSFG
Sally Myser Wadhams
Sallyw@aol.com

1972
Otha M. Wills
omwills@gmail.com

Allan Goldsher is retired from the 
Federal Aviation Administration, 
where he served as senior advisor 
in New England. He is certified by 
the Professional Ski Instructors of 
America, and spends the winters 
teaching skiing to handicapped 
skiers at Mount Sunapee in New 
Hampshire. When the weather is 
warm, Allan is a cycler. He writes, 
“My wife, Barbara, and I spend a 
lot of time at our getaway home in 
Grantham, N.H. We have a married 
daughter, Melissa, who lives in 
Boston, and a son, Evan, who attends 
Tulane Law School. We have no 
grandchildren yet.”

Frank Billings lives in Woodstock, 
Vt., after having spent the past 20 
years in Boston working in the music 
business. He runs the family busi-
ness, F.H. Gillingham & Sons, which 
is a Vermont general store that has 
been in his family for 132 years. You 
can check them out on the web at 
gillinghams.com. Frank sends a big 
shout out to Korty Church!

Anne Spitz Brown wasn’t able to 
attend last year’s Reunion, as she was 
busy buying a house and moving to 
Charleston, S.C., at the time. She ex-
pressed to Jim Gaffey that she would 
try to make it to the 50th!

John Blackburn also wasn’t able to 
make it to the 45th Reunion, but we 
are hopeful that he will make it in 
2022!

Lisa Freed is still working in the 
news business. She writes, “I left 
NBC News many years ago for CBS 
News, where I’m a producer for the 
show 48 Hours. I now concentrate 
on issues of law and justice. We 
follow murder cases that become 
hour broadcasts. The business has 
changed enormously, but I am still 
enjoying the work. I feel very fortu-
nate.” Lisa was unable to attend the 
last Reunion, as she was producing 
an hour-long show at the time. It 
aired in May.

Howard Bell writes that he and 
his wife got a late start, so they still 
have kids in high school. His mom 
recently moved from Florida to join 
them in Onalaska, Wis. He writes 
that Ted Griggs is living nearby, on 
Lake Superior in Ashland, Wis.

After the 45th Reunion last year, 
Richard Brown returned to Tanza-
nia to continue his work as project 
manager for a major railway con-
struction project across the country. 
He writes, “I very much look forward 
to attending the 50th Anniversary 
Reunion in 2022, and meeting so 
many great people again from the 
school and our class. No one should 
miss the 50th!”

Steve August sent in a quick mes-
sage: “It was wonderful seeing so 
many friends at the 45th last May!”

Class of ’72 sweethearts, Gil and 
Trili Timm, spent some time with 
Steve August and his wife, Anne, last 
spring, watching Michael Timm ’68 
play in a soccer tournament.

Richard Eyre shared the exciting 
news that his daughter Coco was a 
contestant on the cooking competi-
tion show Chopped Junior in October. 

Kathy Verdin Henning is also a 
retired teacher. She and her husband 
taught at an international school 
in Alabama but returned to New 
England for retirement, living in 
Ashland, N.H.

Susan Shepherd is a retired educa-
tion administrator. She did get a law 
degree, but found that her love was 
working in education. She lives in 
North Hatfield, Mass., and is now 
substitute teaching.

Linda D ’Addario Salmon and her 
husband, Dick, live in Avon, Conn., 
and spend summers at their Cape 
Cod home. She has a two-year-old 
granddaughter, Claire, and another 
on the way. After college, Linda got 
a degree in nursing, and when they 
started their family, she became a 
stay-at-home mom. Now she babysits 
Claire a few days a month.

Sara Cornwall lives outside of New 
Haven, Conn., with Bill and their 
two standard poodles, Harvey and 
Louis. She sails, travels, enjoys the-
ater, and spends a lot of time walking 
the dogs. This past year she traveled 
to Russia. She works in finance and 
is not ready to retire!

Cece LeBeau Garrison is living in 
South Hadley, Mass., and has retired 

of Foreign Service at Georgetown 
University, graduating in 2012. 
Suzanne completed her government 
career at the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security; she and her hus-
band are now retired. She volunteers 
with the Alzheimer’s Association, and 
visits the homebound through her 
church activities. She wishes all the 
best for her 1967 classmates!

1968 WA
50th Reunion
Rockwell “Chip” Keeney
carkeeney@charter.net

1968 NSFG
50th Reunion
Louisa Miller Hoar
Lousia214@aol.com

1969 WA
David L. Reichenbacher
augustskypilot@yahoo.com

Class rep David L. Reichenbacher 
and his wife, Elsie, have kept busy 
making beautiful mosaic artwork 
and running their business, Elsieland 
Mosaics. He writes, “I’m looking 
forward to meeting up with some of 
you at our 49th Reunion next May to 
plan for our 50th. I want to organize 
an open mic, so get out your guitars 
and other instruments, guys, and 

get ready for Willistock (the 50th 
anniversary of Woodstock! Far out, 
man!). Bring your bell-bottoms and 
tie-dye shirts. My wife just finished a 
mosaic show at the Art Center here in 
Corpus Christi. Fabulous work, good 
reviews, and great attendance. It was 
good to experience a celebration of 
color in the wake of the devastation 
of Hurricane Harvey. South Texas 
got hammered. Some people are still 
living in tents. Hope you all have a 
good winter and looking forward to 
seeing you next May at our 50th, if 
not sooner.”

Mark deShong says that “The Pin” 
(Headmaster Phillips Stevens, who 
was sometimes referred to as the 
Kingpin) would be shocked to learn 
how well he turned out. From the 
bottom of the class, Mark ended 
up becoming a partner at Koetter 
Kim & Associates, after attending 
the University of Pennsyvania and 
Harvard University (see story, page 
36). He and his wife, Sarah, are both 
now retired after good careers, and 
are looking at ways to contribute. 
Sarah, who went to Smith, is a vora-
cious reader who is involved in many 
philanthropic boards and academic 
committees. Mark’s architectural 
firm tries to do one small environ-
mental project a year, and in 2014, 

they won a National Championship 
in “One Design” International 210 
Sailing. He recently advised on Har-
vard’s Fulbright University Vietnam, 
as well as a residential campus at 
Amherst College; he was even hired 
by MIT to help with their sailing 
program. And he has taken up play-
ing the cello! In terms of Williston 
connections, in January, Mark joined 
fellow hockey veteran Arch Bryant 
’68 to play in the alumni hockey 
game. Mark and Bernie Wharton ’72 
worked together briefly in a Philadel-
phia architectural office years ago, 
along with Lansing Pugh. He tries 
to talk with John Wadsworth an-
nually. Mark says he misses former 
faculty Joe DiCorcia, “who awakened 
[his] sleepy neuro-circuitry”; Carp, 
who kept him alive at Williston; and 
Ross Prossner ’66, who gave “the 
greatest advice in life.”

Andrew Gerald is still a partner at 
Cantor Fitzgerald, but contemplat-
ing retirement soon. He was recently 
in touch with James Fisher and Wil-
liam Morrison, both living in N.C., 
and plans on seeing them both in 
early February in Greensboro, where 
his youngest is finishing school. An-
drew says he and Haynes had quite a 
good time during the summer when 
he was in Pasadena. With all the 
recent Southern Californian fires oc-
curring near Andrew’s family home 
in Calabasas, luckily they made it 
through OK. He plans to attend the 
50th Reunion.

1969 NSFG
Elizabeth J. Odgers
xoxobo@tds.net

1970 WA
Richard L. Teller
rteller@williston.com

1970 NSFG
Sara A. Cornwall
sara@saracornwall.com
Diane M. Eskenasy
dogsongs@gmail.com

The southeast New England contin-
gent of 1970 NSFG alumnae recently 
gathered for a spur-of-the-moment, 
unofficial mini-reunion in Stur-
bridge, Mass. The lunch took three 
hours, as there was a lot of catching 
up to do! Among the classmates who 
gathered, there was a definite theme 
of education.

Nancy Adams and her husband sold 
their Hawaiian home and retired 
to Woodstock, Conn. Their two 
children, plus new grandchild, are 
living in the Northeast. Nancy is 
a substitute teacher, and recently 
completed her Master Gardener 
certificate after many hours of class 
and volunteer work.

Helen Lancaster Wallbank lives 
in Stephentown, N.Y., just over the 
Massachusetts border. She, too, is 
a retired teacher, and has taken up 
beekeeping. She periodically accom-
panies her husband, Fred, on some 
of his road trips.

Anne Whitney Freeman has retired 
from, yes, education! She lives in 
Natick, Mass., and was a school 
nurse in the Natick school system. 
Anne and her husband, Lee, have 
two sons—one the new father of 
Anne’s first grandchild, and the other 
about to get married.

Kris Prendergast Eastman lives 
just off the Cape, and is a retired 
math teacher. She owns a retired 
racehorse that she shows. Kris and 
her husband, Bill, spend summers 
sailing.

“Blue Violin,” a mosaic by David L. 
Reichenbacher ’69

Hockey veterans Mark deShong ’69 
and Arch Bryant ’68

NSFG Class of 1970 alumnae gathered for a mini-reunion lunch in Sturbridge, 
Mass. Front row (from left): Anne Whitney Freeman, Linda D’Addario Salmon. 
Middle row: Kathy Verdin Henning, Helen Lancaster Wallbank, Kris Prendergast 
Eastman. Back row: Sara Cornwall, Nancy Adams.
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encourages everyone to go see the 
movie Three Billboards Outside Ebb-
ing, Missouri, which was filmed in his 
town of Sylva, N.C.

Amy (Holzer) Irvin writes: “My 
husband, Dudley, and I celebrated 
30 years of marriage in October. We 
traveled to the Asheville, N.C., area 
for part of a week and then spent the 
rest in Charlotte. In Asheville we met 
up with Helen Gaillard ’80, who just 
happened to be there visiting her 
daughter. First time I had seen her in 
person since graduation! She is still 
as intelligent, vibrant, and funny as 
ever. We laughed so much we cried! 
My whole family enjoyed meet-
ing her and her daughter Amanda. 
When we were in Charlotte we spent 
an evening with Abby Waters at 
a great little bar called Lebowski’s. 
Abby and I drank Cinnamon Toast 
Crunch shots (RumChata and 
Fireball) and found ourselves sing-
ing ‘Sammy, my Sammy, my heart 
yearns for thee ...’” Amy tries to see 
Abby and Donna Harris Knoop 
every time she is in Charlotte to visit 
her younger son, Eric, and his wife. 
Eric was recently the director of 
photography/cinematographer on a 
film called Flora that debuted in Lon-
don in May. It has received several 
film-festival awards already and will 
be opening in Boston in February. 
Amy says, “Can’t wait to see you all 
in May!”

Carol (Adams) Dupree says that life 
is good down South, as she and her 
husband, Randy, recently purchased 
two motor home lots in Port St. Joe, 
Fla. “We’re only a five-minute walk 
from the beach, five minutes from 
a really sweet town, and only two 
hours from home. We love it!” They 
were fortunate to have had no dam-
age from the hurricane that occurred 
while they were out of town on their 
summer trip. The trip was wonder-
ful, as they visited Montana, Colo-
rado, and New Mexico. They even at-
tended a motor home rally in Casper, 
Wyoming, to view the total solar 
eclipse. Carol reports, “This was the 
highlight of our trip! What an amaz-
ing experience. And I got awesome 
photographs too!” Carol says she is 
looking forward to the 40th Reunion 
and hopes a lot of classmates plan 
to come and have a fun time. “It’s 
all about getting to know each other 
again, because we surely are not who 
we were then! It’s really a lot of fun, 
and I hope you plan to be there for 
the first time or the however many 
times. It’s worth it!”

Tom Duffus celebrated the marriage 
of Jim Strasenburgh to his wife, 
Kristi, in Baltimore this past fall. 
Tom says, “I was lucky to be chosen 
best man (for the second time!). It 
was a wild party, as you can imagine! 
My wife, Nell, and I are loving being 
in Maine, and my work with The 
Conservation Fund is as thrilling as 
ever. Hope to see Pete McCarty at 
Reunion! And all of you!”

Tina Buehler wrote that she was 
headed overseas to see Whitney 
Foard Small ’79 over the holidays. 
“I’ve traveled all over the world, 
but this is my first trip to Asia. I’ll 
be spending two weeks at ‘Whit’s 
End’! My first Christmas outside 

of the States. I lost my mother to 
cancer this year, so it will be a sad 
Christmas, to say the least. Given my 
circumstances, I cannot think of a 
better way to spend it this year but 
with a dear old friend whom I met 
in camp at the age of 10 and with 
whom I spent some of my youthful 
years at Williston dodging trouble as 
best we could.”

Paul Andrzejczyk sends greetings 
from Silicon Valley. “I’ve been in 
California since ’94, and for the past 
15 years have been the senior VP of 
sales for a distribution company. On 
the home front, I have an 18-year-old 
son from a prior relationship and, 
amazingly to me anyway, he will be 
off to college in less than a year. I 
believe he will do very well in life, as 
he solicits and promptly rejects most 
of my advice. My other half and I en-
joy traveling, and we have visited 65 
countries and most continents over 
the past 17 years. Great travel, food, 
art, music, and, of course, people 
make for a very rich, interesting life. 
I wish the very best to my fellow 
class of ’78 alums. Can it really be 40 
years? Have a fantastic 2018!”

John Intorcio says he is counting 
down the remaining tuition pay-
ments before his oldest son, Joshua, 
graduates from Syracuse Architec-
ture this spring. “That will leave 
just Jacob, ripping it up in criminal 
justice at Albany, on the family 
payroll.” He and his wife, Shawn, are 
also counting down to employment 
downgrades and a full-time reloca-
tion to New Hampshire.

1979
Sean C. Kardon
sean@kardon.net
Owen S. Mael
owen_mael@yahoo.com

the memories of Williston become 
fonder. It would be such a blessing 
to have a chance to spend time with 
everyone who made those years 
together so magical.”

Rogelio “Roger” Ramos sent in 
this update: “My daughter Sylvia 
was just deployed to Qatar for six 
months. She’s in the last year of her 
enlistment in the Air Force. My son 
Justice is studying sound engineering 
while working at Verizon. Michael 
moved to Maryland for an employ-
ment opportunity. Joshua works at 
Honda and does auto repairs on the 
side. My wife, Angie, is now a junior 
in college while she works. As for 
me, I volunteer once a week for the 
USO in supporting our military. We 
bought our first home last year on 
Staten Island, and it keeps us busy. 
I’m looking forward to our 40th 
Reunion.”

Barbara Levine will have a new pho-
tography book out this spring, People 
Fishing: A Century of Photographs.

Matt Liddle reports that he’s still 
living in western North Carolina 
and teaching art at Western Carolina 
University. He still makes artists’ 
books and prints, including the one 
shown above, which was printed 
from pegboard material that was 
drilled and overprinted in various 
colors. Matt has one child in college 
and another in graduate school. Matt 

and from then on he knew Wil-
liston was the only place he wanted 
to attend. He has fond memories 
of life on campus, and asks, “Who 
remembers the late-night runs to 
Emily’s Pizza?”

He is now living in Las Vegas 
and has had many great visits from 
former classmates over the years. 
Ray says, “Two weeks ago Yiao-Tee 
Hsia ’71 was in Las Vegas and we 
visited. I spent more time talking to 
Yiao-Tee in that afternoon than I did 
the entire two years we were both at 
Williston. I am friends on Facebook 
with many from our class as well as 
others. My listing on Facebook is Ray 
Philip if you care to reach out.” Social 
media is a good way to connect, and 
a letter, email, or phone call is always 
welcome. “Would you all consider 
contributing to the Bulletin so that 
after 45 years we can all catch up? 
With any luck we can all meet and 
celebrate our 45th next May. Contin-
ued good health and great successes.”

Amy Viele considers the two years 
she spent at Williston to be her 
best. She says, “For me it was a 
chance to feel my independence, 
fine-tune both my learning skills 
and my interests, and feel nurtured 
and supported by my teachers and 
friends. To this day, every time I find 
myself actually writing something—
with a pen on paper—I think of 
Mr. Laughton, my history teacher, 
who was forever telling me that my 
penmanship was too ‘squat’ and that 
I needed to elongate the loop of the L 
or the K or the F upwards! Forty-five 
years later and I still carry him with 
me!” For 10 years after getting her 
degree in sociology, she pursued her 
interest in human services as well as 
a number of design fields, and even-
tually earned her master’s in social 
work at Simmons College in Boston. 

Her 20-plus-year career as a clinical 
social worker has encompassed jobs 
in emergency room triage, psychi-
atric inpatient hospitals, managed 
care, substance abuse, adolescents 
and families, medical social work, 
and finally as a field advisor on the 
faculty of Simmons Graduate School 
of Social Work. She put aside her 
career when she met her husband, a 
Dutchman, who insisted she go with 
him to Port Townsend, Wash., where 
he was learning to build wooden 
boats in his retirement. Amy says, 
“I was ready for a new adventure. 
We eventually moved to Yarmouth, 
Maine, where we renovated an old 
house. During this time, I took a 
job at the L.L. Bean Home Store 
in Freeport, five minutes from our 
house. Retail, social work—very 
closely related, and you gotta love 
that discount!”

After 10 years of Maine winters, 
it was time for another adventure. 
They sold their house, traveled in 
Europe for a year, and for the last 
three years have been living in an 
Airstream trailer, exploring the 
country for a new place to settle. 
“We look forward to having a station-
ary home again, getting involved in 
a new community, even returning to 
work. Retirement can be fun, but for 
me, life is about connection, com-
mitment, and contributing to the 
greater cause.”

1974
Penny Dods Molyneux
pmolyneu@smith.edu
Steven W. Simpkin
Steve.simpkin@gmail.com

1975
Kathleen A. Krohn
krohnk@gmail.com

Cherie Holmes returned to campus 
to speak to our 2018 cum laude 
recipients. Dr. Holmes is a practic-
ing orthopedic surgeon who serves 
as medical director for acute care 
services at Cheshire Medical Center/
Dartmouth-Hitchcock in Keene, 
N.H. Her speech to the students 
focused on “the antidotes to stress: 
resiliency, well-being, and positive 
emotions.” You can read the full text 
of her remarks on the Williston web-
site at: willistonblogs.com/speeches.

1976
Dana C. Richdale
drichdale@yahoo.com

Dana C. Richdale writes that she 
keeps in contact with Vince Cohee 
periodically. “We compare notes with 
reference to teenagers and colleges 
and all that kind of fun stuff. I recol-
lect awhile back Bob Shaw wishing 
me good luck with the teenage years. 
I’m sure many of you can relate. 
Now I know what I put my parents 
through (ha ha). Jim Nagle, I’m 
yearning to go skiing. Are you still 
getting up to Stratton?”

1977
Harry C. Cushing
harry_cushing@yahoo.com
Jennifer Carpenter Reid
jcarpe1458@aol.com

1978
40th Reunion
John M. Intorcio
John@intorcio.org
Jennifer McLeod Sleeper
jennifersleeper@comcast.net

Keith Brown says he’s planning to at-
tend Reunion in 2018, and is hoping 
many of his classmates will make it. 
His daughters even said they would 
like to go! Keith says, “As I get older, 

Coco’s mother wrote a lovely article 
in the Charlotte News about Coco’s 
experience and how, in the very last 
minute of the competition, Coco 
helped a fellow contestant—an act of 
kindness that saved the friend from 
being “chopped.”

Larry Hendy writes, “Like most of 
us, our kids have gone off to distant 
places and left us alone again to 
see how we manage without them. 
Turns out you just can’t revert back 
to life before kids!” Larry and his 
wife, Laine, are anticipating retire-
ment next year, after more than four 
long decades in high tech. They plan 
to sail the east coast from South 
Carolina to Massachusetts between 
the seasons. Larry says, “We hope to 
see Steve Gorman and his family 
again in the near future, but have lost 
track of most classmates—except 
Scottie Bevins, who is the brother of 
my sailmaker.”

Mike Wills says he was fortunate 
to be asked to perform again at 
the Clayton, N.Y., Jazz Festival last 
September. “It was three days of 
performing with the best musicians 
in this part of the New York and On-
tario area. It was a wonderful experi-
ence. Dan Becker, class of ’69, drove 
up from Watertown to see me at one 
of my performances. It’s always good 
to see Dan!”

1973
45th Reunion
Ray Solomon
Rps2756@att.net

Ray Solomon shares his story of 
visiting Williston for the first time at 
the age of eight with his father and 
brother. It was November 25, 1963, 
the date of JFK’s funeral. Their visit 
that day made a huge impact on him, 

Kayla, Lori, and Lindsey with their 
father, Keith Brown ’78

Art print by Matt Liddle ’78
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Stevens, born 8/13/17. She shimmied 
on the dance floor at Reunion, still 
in my belly, alongside her big sister, 
who was out way past her bedtime.”

Kelly Opdenaker Babbidge says, 
“So great to see everyone at the 
Reunion. I started a new job over the 
summer as the director of financial 
aid at Westminster. I work with a 
phenomenal group of people, and we 
are loving our new home on campus. 
Hoping to see everyone again soon!”

Hayes, Holly Rickless-Wilcox ’97, 
Rhonda Lawrence ’97, and Kelly 
Opdenaker Babbidge ’97

Holly Rickless-Wilcox recently 
spent a weekend with Rhonda Law-
rence and Kelly Opdenaker Bab-
bidge. “We stayed in a hotel overrun 
by a kid’s birthday party, but laughed 
every minute. So great to see Rhons; 
it has been since my wedding! And, 
of course, seeing Kelly is always the 
greatest! Rhonda also got to meet my 
son Hayes for the first time! Great 
weekend!”

laughed as we thought about better 
times. We were joined at the service 
by Dan Landis ’97, Eden (Playe) Ma-
heras ’98, and Jeremy Fisher ’98.”

1997
Seth M. Kassels
s_kassels@hotmail.com
Elizabeth-Anne M. Zieminski
lizzieminski@gmail.com

Emily (Klug) Bain reports that she 
and her family moved to Texas in 
2016. “We are enjoying the mild 
winters, although we did get three 
feet of snow in the Hill Country this 
year!” She is working part time as 
a pediatric occupational therapist, 
and stays busy keeping up with her 
daughters at the dance studio or the 
riding arena. “We still go back to 
Wyoming for the summer to operate 
our fly fishing business and enjoy the 
beautiful scenery! Hope everyone is 
doing well!”

“Hi, fellow Willistonians!” writes 
Rabia Bajwa. “My family recently 
moved to Palo Alto, Calif., after 
spending seven years in London. 
We love it out here and are looking 
forward to welcoming our third kid 
this summer.”

Rachel Feinstein Stevens shared 
her good news: “We have a new 
baby this year—hooray! Eliza Merrill 

1995
Stephen D. Hoyt, Jr.
shoyt1@gmail.com
Martha J. Lewis
mj20lewis@gmail.com

The class of ’95 recently had a 
mini-reunion at the Harvest Inn in 
St. Helena, Calif. James DeLuca, 
general manager at the Inn, hosted 
a fantastic brunch and took time off 
from running the luxury resort to 
hang out with Adam Zedonis and 
Matthew Burke.

Chris Mangiapane resides in 
Parkland, Fla., with his wife, Traci, 
and three daughters: Reagan (5), 
Amelia (3), and Layla (3). Chris runs 
Parkland Advisory, a firm that assists 
investors in identifying, evaluating, 
and reviewing independent invest-
ment advisors. When schedules 
permit, Chris hits the links with 
alum Andrew Salguero ’96, who lives 
in South Florida.

1996
Danielle A. Saint Louis
saintlouis@gmail.com

Tim Murphy writes that he, Sarah 
Hoffman, and James Zurcher 
represented the class of ’96 at Brad 
Sandner’s funeral on January 29, 
2018. “The night before, we shared 
photos, went through yearbooks, and 

Robb Suchecki and his wife, Maria, 
caught up with Williston alumni at 
a brunch hosted by James DeLuca 
’95 at the Harvest Inn in St. Helena. 
A quick trip to San Francisco from 
his home base in Panama was no big 
deal for this world traveler.

1992
Kerry I. Kurian
kkurian@gmail.com
Danielle Maloney Golas
danimaloney@mac.com
Hope T. Nawada
hope_nawada@yahoo.com

Ross Melnick has been busy writing 
a book about Hollywood’s foreign 
ownership of motion picture the-
aters throughout the world. He has 
been named a 2017 Academy Film 
Scholar by the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences.

1993
25th Reunion
Sarah Griggs Swierzewski
sarahswierzewski@gmail.com
Kathryn Hicks Gulick
kategulick@gmail.com

1994
Jade L. Brennan
Jadestone18@hotmail.com
LaShandra T. Smith-Rayfield
LSRayfield@gmail.com

The Mangiapane girls
Tim Murphy ’96, Sarah Hoffman ’96, and James 
Zurcher ’96 gathered to remember Brad Sandner ’96

Charlie Carroll writes that he ran 
into Ray Brown ’55 at a recent soc-
cer game in Connecticut. “Ray is 
a remarkably unchanged man: fit, 
youthful, funny, and, at the margin, 
opinionated! Note the WNS color 
coordination.”

1981
Katherine Mattison Moeker
kmoeco@yahoo.com

1982
Thomas P. Rouillard
tom@tomrouillard.com

1983
35th Reunion
Mark D. Berman
Berman.mark@att.net

1984
Jody Gutman Golden
s.shaungolden@comcast.net
Rex J. Solomon
Rex@rexsolomon.com

Congratulations to poet Tamsin 
Smith on the publication of her 
book Word Cave. In her author’s note, 
she writes, “Veiled messages from 
the distant past remain a source of 
ongoing wonder. Their beauty feels 
raw and thrilling, and moves us in 
ways we can’t quite define. They 
speak to some primal part of us that 
is deeper than knowing. To me, 

this is the state of wonderment that 
poetry invites us to enter. It’s a realm 
of intimate secrets, in which we are 
enticed to become more fully alive.”

1985
Angele Hebert Myers
angeleh@comcast.net

1986
Geordie B. Dunnington
George_Dunnington@milton.edu
Ellen Rosenberg Livingston
Ellen@parkerthedog.com

Jeff Dolven is a professor at Princeton. 
He published a new book in January 
2018 called Senses of Style—Poetry 
Before Interpretation.

1987
Stephanie Naess Kennedy
thekennedy5@mac.com
Matthew J. Roberts
matthewjroberts22@msn.com

Although now living in Los Angeles, 
Keith Solomon celebrated the 
World Series championship of his 
hometown Houston Astros in 2017!

1988
30th Reunion
Class of 1988 needs a class rep. Please call 

Jill Stern at (413) 529-3965 to volunteer.

1989
Jeffrey C. Lovelace
jfrylove@yahoo.com

Jen Kash has spent the past 20 
years as trial lawyer, and managing 
partner of a major litigation firm. 
Recently, she decided to take a leave 
of absence to return to creative 
writing and to explore her passion 
for reading tarot cards (which, she 
points out, is not the same as fortune 
telling!). Williston staff members 
David Werner and Jill Stern had the 
opportunity to have tarot readings 
from Jen on a recent visit to San 
Francisco, where she hosted an 
alumni event in her loft. Jen does 
not charge for her educational and 
insightful readings, which can be in 
person, online, or by email. You can 
sign up for a reading at thetarottrade.
com, both to support a very creative 
fellow alum, and because it will be 
personally enlightening.

1990
Dana Caruso
carusodana@gmail.com
John M. Bailey II
John.M.Bailey.ii@gmail.com
Francis J. Purcell III
frankjpurcell@comcast.net

1991
Fiona Proctor Purcell
fijpurcell@aol.com

Thank you to Fiona J. (Proctor) 
Purcell for taking up the duties of 
class rep. Fiona reports that she is a 
mother of three, working full time 
and attending graduate school at 
Chestnut Hill College to become 
a licensed professional therapist. 
Fiona lives in Philadelphia and 
writes a blog about recovery called 
Rising from the Ashes (fionapurcell.
blogspot.com). She looks forward to 
working as a counselor to help heal 
fellow addicts in the years to come. 
She recently published The Queen 
Who Saved Herself, “a touching and 
uplifting fairy tale about a queen 
who realizes that she must fight 
her own dragons. Realizing that 
nobody else can see the beasts who 
have haunted her since childhood, 
she embarks on a quest that takes 
her far from her family and castle 
to conquer them herself. A story of 
courage and recovery that touches 
on mental illness, trauma, addiction, 
and co-dependence and explains 
the process of a 12-step recovery in 
terms that children can understand.” 
Fiona hopes that children will 
benefit from the story by fostering a 
family dialogue about recovery, ad-
diction, and the pursuit of stronger 
mental health. Recovery centers in 
the Philadelphia area have begun 
using her book in their facilities. 
Congratulations, Fiona!

Keith Solomon ’87, Astros fan
A children’s story about 
recovery by Fiona Purcell ’91

Recently published 
book by Jeff Dolven ’86

From left: Robb Suchecki ’91 standing in for his brother, Luke ’95, with Matthew 
Burke ’95, James DeLuca ’95, and Adam Zedonis ’95, at the Harvest Inn

Charlie Carroll ’79 at a soccer game with Ray 
Brown ’55
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I was lucky enough to spend a night 
out in NYC at a jazz club with Jayne 
Brassington, who was in the city for 
a work conference. Our time was 
filled with big band music, stories, 
and laughter, but was all too brief. So 
wonderful to see her!”

Amy Beresky let us know that she 
started a different job in Septem-
ber, still at Cigna. “It has been a 
nice change. I also finished my 
basement—a project that took much 
longer than expected. There is still 
some painting left to do, but I’m re-
ally happy with how it turned out!”

1998
20th Reunion
Class of 1998 needs a class rep. Please call 

Jill Stern at (413) 529-3965 to volunteer.

1999
Corrine M. Fogg
corinne.fogg@gmail.com
Gregory R. Morrison
gregory.morrison@bankofamerica.
com

Alyssa Condon writes, “Nar (Dong) 
Lee came to visit me on Nantucket 
in September and we couldn’t resist 
a photo!”

Brent Osmond is living in Houston 
with his wife, Andrea, and their two 
kids, Grace (4) and Benjamin (2).

Tyler Oleksak recently opened a 
CrossFit gym called TribeLife Athlet-
ics in Southwick, Mass. Its mission 
is to help others “evolve their mind, 
body, and spirit.” If you’re in the area, 
be sure to stop in and check it out! 
Congratulations, Tyler!

Ben McNeil continues to take care 
of his three sons while working at 
Mercersburg Academy. Ben will be 
going to France again this summer if 
anyone will be around.

Andrea (Nicoli) Mascaro shares, “I 
graduated with my executive MBA 
from UConn and began working for 
a luxury jewelry retailer, Lux Bond 
and Green, as their advertising and 
marketing director. My husband, 
Tommy, and I, with my stepsons, 
Seth and Kyle, camped a lot this 
summer and are looking forward to 
skiing this winter.”

Kris Kolello writes, “I have been a 
cop for the past 12 years, still in Mas-
sachusetts.”

2000
Katelyn Webber Schubmehl
katelynewebber@gmail.com

2001
Adam C. Branch
adam.c.branch@gmail.com
Katherine Ciejek Shea
katieciejek@gmail.com

2002
Devon E. Ducharme
deducharme@gmail.com
Thomas P. Lucey
tom.lucey@gmail.com
Oluwatosin O. Onafowokan
toast4321@gmail.com
Evelyn Sylvester Miller
evysylvester@gmail.com

Pierce Freelon, former mayoral 
candidate for Durham, N.C., will 
return to campus this May 26 as 
Commencement speaker!

Congratulations to Brittney Aman-
ti, who married William Tattan 
on October 28, 2017, in Chatham, 
Mass., with many alumni friends and 
family in attendance.

2003
15th Reunion
Jason J. Chandler
jason.chandler@rocketmail.com
Elizabeth G. Kulik
elizabeth.kulik@gmail.com

2004
Alex D. Teece
alex.teece@gmail.com
Danielle Wieneke McCarty
daniellewmccarty@gmail.com

Steve Porter has entered his second 
year living in LA, which has been a 
huge yet exciting adjustment. He is 
back in Massachusetts frequently 
to visit friends and family, as well 
as his building in Holyoke. “The 
video mashup work for PorterHouse 
Media has been keeping me busy, 
but I’ve recently decided that I miss 
producing beats for the dance floor. 
I’ll be making a music production 
push in 2018. Also, it was heart-
warming to see so many from ’97 at 
the Reunion this past spring. I hope 
you all are doing great.”

Seth Kassels still resides in New 
Hampshire. and just completed his 
fifth year as executive director at 
Camp Belknap. All is well with his 
family; he and his wife, Steph, and 
their two boys love living in New 
Hampshire and are enjoying all the 
seasons. Seth writes, “If you find 
yourself in the Wolfeboro, N.H., 
area, please be in touch.”

Liz Zieminski is very excited to an-
nounce that she and Frank LaFrazia 
tied the knot in Brooklyn this past 
July! “I was so happy to have Sheree 
Shu ’98 as an amazing bridesmaid 
and for Willy friends Jessica Asrican 
Gentilli, Maura Corbeil Beau-
dreault, and Kirsten Asrican Amaral 
’97 to attend our incredible day! 
All in all, I could not have asked for 
better company! Plus, in November 

Jess Gentilli ’97, Sheree Shu ’98, Liz Zieminski ’97, Maura Beaudreault ’97, and 
Kirsten Amaral ’97

The Stevens family with their new addition! From left: 
Lillian, Rachel (Feinstein) ’97, Eliza, and Peter.

Alyssa Condon ’99 and Nar Lee ’99

Liz Zieminski ’97 married 
Frank La Frazia on July 6, 
2017, in Brooklyn, N.Y.

Top: Brittany Amanti ’02 (center), with her brothers, Jeff Amanti ’99 and 
Nick Amanti ’05. Bottom (from left): Jessica Cuthbert ’01, Brittany Hart 
’02, Ashley Picknelly Vassallo ’02, Katherine Shea ’01, Brittney Tattan ’02, 
Allison Joseph ’02, Stephanie Martinot ’02, Jessica Daly ’02, and Chelsey 
Nelson ’01.

Pierce Freelon’ 02

Williston friends at the wedding of Kristyna Bronner ’10. Back row (from left): 
Bobby Bowden ’10, Phil Bronner ’08, Ashley Carasquillo ’09, Becca Colasuonno 
’10, Kristyna (Bronner) Frantz ’10, Zachary Frantz, Jennifer Arboleda ’10, Susan 
Michalski (faculty), and Christina Djossa ’10. Front row (from left): Nadine Muniz 
’10 and Shekha Patel ’10.

Olivia Moses ’09 married Rich Clough on Sept. 
23, 2017, in Washington, D.C.

Brittney Amanti ’02 married 
William Tattan on October 28, 
2017, in Chatham, Mass.
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2008
10th Reunion
Evan W. Davis
davis_evan@me.com
Amadi J. Slaughter
madi.slaughter@gmail.com

2009
Matthew B. Thompson
mbt37@georgetown.edu
Olivia Moses Clough
livmoses@gmail.com

Congratulations to our class rep  
Olivia Moses on her wedding to 
Rich Clough in September!

2010
Reece Y. Liang
reeceliang@gmail.com
Julia C. Midland
juliacmidland@gmail.com

In late December and early January, 
Jarrad Green performed in the N.Y. 
premiere of The Hunchback of Notre 
Dame musical at the White Plains 
Performing Arts Center as Clopin 
the Gypsy King. He then headed to 
Miami for two months of rehearsals 

Zach Luster held an art reception 
called “Art for Water” in September 
to raise funding for building a well 
in Uganda, bringing water to those 
who need it.

 Jeffrey Dorman and his wife, 
Samantha, welcomed their baby girl 
and future Wildcat, Olivia Brook 
Dorman, on January 24. The family 
is in the process of building a new 
house; mom and baby are happy  
and well!

2007
Christian P. D’Amour
damourcp@gmail.com
Kelsey N. Lindsey
kelsey.lindsey@gmail.com

Liz Bergman Falco is living it up 
in the Happy Valley. This fall marks 
her third year teaching humanities 
at The Academy at Charlemont. 
In June 2017, she and her husband 
welcomed a son, Salvatore Leo.

Chelsey Wold and Wells Scott  
Wold braved the cold of Lossone 
Rink so Wells could take in her first 
hockey game and cheer for her dad, 
Joe Wold ’06, in January’s alumni 
hockey game.

2005
Eleanor G. Etheredge
nell.etheredge@gmail.com
Peter J. Higgins
HigPeter@gmail.com

Devin O’Malley started as a 
spokesperson for the Department of 
Justice and the attorney general in 
May 2017. He recently saw former 
Williston lacrosse teammate James 
Wilson while in Houston for Super 
Bowl LI.

2006
Lauren M. Noonan
lmnoonan10@gmail.com
John T. Scannell
(508) 697-1865

Joe Wold returned to the ice for the 
annual alumni hockey game this 
January. Chelsey Wold ’07 and new 
daughter, Wells Scott Wold, were 
there to cheer from the sidelines.

Lee Greener was out representing 
Williston at a secondary school fair, 
when a Wildcat mini-reunion hap-
pened! (see photo page 73)

Samantha and Jeffrey Dorman ’06 with baby Olivia

in preparation for a second tour as 
a principal vocalist with Celebrity 
Cruises. He will be on Celebrity’s 
largest ship, the Reflection, for five 
months through September, 
mostly in the Mediterranean, visiting 
Greece, Italy, France, and Spain.

Congratulations to Kristyna 
Bronner, who married Zachary 
Frantz on Sept. 16, 2017 in 
Northampton, Mass., with many 
alumni friends in attendance.

2011
Jill Grant
jgrant@sandiego.edu

2012
Connor Sheehan
connors543@aol.com
Alex Nunnelly
anunnell@nd.edu

2013
5th Reunion
Patrick DeNuccio
pdenuccio@yahoo.com
Kelly O’Donnell
kodonnel@skidmore.edu

2014
Nick Pattison
nickpattycake@gmail.com
Maddy Stern
maddystern95@gmail.com

2015
Maisy Glick
maisyglick@gmail.com
Loren Po
loren.po2@gmail.com

SIMPLE 
ACTION.
BIG 
IMPACT.
That’s what happens when you 
become a SUSTAINING DONOR to 
the Williston Northampton School. 
It is:

Easy. Set up your gift once, 
and you’re done.

Economical. Give regular 
amounts that fit your budget.

Green. Once your gift is in 
place, you won’t receive any 
other solicitations.

Meaningful. Make the future 
brighter for Williston students.

LEARN MORE AT WILLISTON.COM/
SUSTAINING AND MAKE YOUR GIFT AT 
WILLISTON.COM/GIVE

Mark Wei ’17, faculty Edward Hing ’77, P’13, Norio Chan ’15,  
and Sitai Chen ’17 in NYC

Jarrad Green ’10 lighting up the stageChelsey ’07 and Joe Wold ’06, along with baby Wells

Kelly Opdenaker Babbidge ’97, Lee Greener ’06, Brittany Weiss ’07, Jennifer 
Sklar ’07, and Alexandra Leonard ’09

2016
Abbie Foster
abbiesarah17@yahoo.com

2017
Natalie Aquadro
naquadro@providence.edu
Will Fokas
fokasw@comcast.net
Leah Pezanowski
l.pez1339@gmail.com

CLASS NOTES
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CHICAGO 
ALUMNI 
GATHER

BOSTON ALUMNI AT HARPOON BREWERY

SEAHORSE RESTAURANT DRAWS ALUMS IN NOANK, CT

David Jenkins, Jondelle Jenkins ’71, and Robert W. Hill III

Robert W. Hill III, fourth from left, meets with (from 
left) Sachin Shah ’89, Johnaé Strong ’08, Victoria 
Vasquez ’11, Jose Alvarez ’11, and Jennifer Arboleda ’10

Jeremy Fisher 
’98 and Calvin 
Ticknor-Swanson 
’16 at the Chicago 
alumni event

Seated (from left): Peter Hewes ’58, Mary Knight P’86, Ruth Kelliher, Bill ’57 and Pat Harmon. 
Middle row, standing: Irene Brady, Dick White ’59, Jane Kennedy. Back row: Gene Pfeifer ’58, Dick 
Brady ’58, George Ryan ’58, Charlie Fairbrother ’63, Faith and John Moss ’58, Don Barnard ’58.

ALUMNI FALL EVENTS
Across the country and beyond, Wildcats gathered in great numbers

Seated (from left): Head of School Robert W. Hill III, Bob Couch 
’50, Ray Brown ’55, Chuck Vernon ’62. Standing: John Hayden ’62, 
Budge Gere ’62, Dick Shepardson ’62, Rick Schrieber ’62, and Mike 
Schaffer ’62.

Mingling while grabbing some snacks and brews

Some great ’98s! Nick Gaubinger, Ceara Meade 
Mahoney, Sarah Meade Wood, Alison Branch Meade, 
Kate Murphy Kausch, and Christa Talbot Syfu

SPRING BREAK IN (WHERE ELSE?) FLORIDA
Williston Northampton alumni, parents, and friends soaked up some Florida sunshine 
during spring break. Trustee Mijanou Spurdle ’86 hosted brunch at the Naples Yacht Club, 
Board Chair John Hazen White ’76 hosted a cocktail reception at the West Palm Beach Yacht 
Club, and Steve Holcomb ’65 hosted a luncheon at the Orchid Island Golf Club.

Allison Tucker ’07 (left) and Gretchen Tucker ’07 
(right) reunite with Ann Pickrell in Bermuda

Seated (from left): Ned Lynch ’65, Alice Childs P’65, Kevin 
Hoben ’65; Teak Kelley ’65, Bill Burkhardt ’65

In Vero Beach (from left): Doug Watson 
’65, Rob Hill ’67, Janet LeBeau Hill ’67, Bob 
Kawecki ’66, Vicki Kawecki

Naples guests, seated (from left): Ned Lynch ’65, Alice Childs P’65, Kevin Hoben ’65, Mijanou Spurdle ’86. 
Second row: Marjorie and Gove Effinger, Jack Hefflin ’64, Jen Lugo ’85, Craig Spurdle ’86, Mario De Souza ’01, 
Liz Bloch ’79. Back row: Bill Burkhardt ’65, Teak Kelley ’65, Adam Branch P’98, ’01, Ray Brown ’55, Allison 
Branch P’98, ’01, Don Raymond ’61, Cathleen Robinson, Marjorie and Jack Fenny ’56, Laurie Heflin ’65.

Simone Maranzana ’93, Peter Carpenter ’72, and 
Mike Freisenbruch ’69

ALUMNI IN BEAUTIFUL BERMUDA

WILDCATS DO LUNCH IN ESSEX, CT

Alumni (from left): Peter Hewes ’58, Bob Couch ’50, 
Don Barnard ’58, Doug Van Rees ’59, Mary Knight, Dick 
White ’59, Bob Platt ’58, Dave Werner (WNS staff)

Alumni (from left): John Moss ’57, Charlie Fairbrother 
’63, Phil Fisher ’59, Gordon Cadwgan ’67, Dick Brady ’58

 Alumni (from left): Alan Case ’59, Charlie Pennell 
’59, Bill Harman ’57
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BRUNCH AND WINE TASTING IN NAPA VALLEY

DINNER AT THE DRAWING BOARD IN PETALUMA

LUNCH AT THE SHORE HOTEL IN LOS ANGELES

IN SAN FRANCISCO AT THE HOME OF JEN KASH ’89

Left, a view of the dining 
room at the Drawing 
Board, owned by Rosie 
Wiggins ’09, right. Below 
right, Robert W. Hill III’s 
favorite hamburger.

Adam Zedonis ’95 and James DeLuca ’95

Robb Suchecki ’91 and his wife, Maria

1. Petaluma
We kicked off the trip at The Draw-
ing Board, owned by Rosie Wiggins 
’09, where Head of School Robert 
W. Hill III swears the burger he ate 
was the best he’s ever had!

2. St. Helena (Napa)
Next up: St. Helena in Napa Valley, 
where James DeLuca ’95, general 
manager at the Harvest Inn, was 
hosting a brunch for alumni. A 
special shout-out to Robb Suchecki 
’91—visiting SF from his home 
base in Panama. Class of ’95 had a 
mini-reunion, with Matthew Burke, 
James DeLuca, and Adam Zedonis. 
Rose Titcomb ’93, Sam Levin ’80, 
and Ann Tobey ’79 also attended. 
After brunch, the group took a quick 
trip down the road to Hall Wines for 
a tasting. (Note to alumni hoping to 
see James—he’s moved on from the 
Harvest Inn, but stay tuned for his 
next adventures!)

CALI LOVE
Ten days, nine cities, 
four amazing events! 
Williston took a West 
Coast swing from Napa 
to San Diego.

Wine tasting event at Hall Wines in St. Helena

Rose Titcomb ’93, Ann Tobey ’79, Robb Suchecki ’91, Head of School Robert W. Hill 
III, Matthew Burke ’95, Adam Zedonis ’95, James DeLuca ’95, Sam Levin ’80

Brunch view at Harvest Inn

Host David Connolly ’83, host Jen Kash ’89, and Head of 
School Robert W. Hill III

Ninkey Dalton, Chic Eglee ’70, and 
Robert W. Hill III

Bruce Reichenbacher ’74, Robert W. 
Hill III, and Michael Hirsch ’73

View at Hall Wines

Shawn Amos ’86 and his band. Mr. 
C’s lobby lounge was practically a 
private venue for alumni including 
Serra Aladag ’00, Bill Mahoney ’86, 
Fleming Brooks ’89, Joe Orlando 
’87, Keith Solomon ’87, Asuko Naito 
’93, Charlie McNeil ’03, Mickey 
Meyer ’03, Valli Thorton ’82, and 
Alex Paolo ’12, who, along with 
other guests, sipped, snacked, and 
listened to some of the best blues 
and soul on either coast! The Rever-
end’s got a new album out and will 
be touring most of next year. Watch 
his website for dates, and if you’re 
lucky enough to have him swing 
through your town, don’t miss the 
show!

We closed out our California trip 
with a fantastic brunch at the Shore 
Hotel, hosted by Bruce Reichenbach-
er ’74. The day was overcast—and 
perhaps a bit chilly by SoCal stan-
dards—but LA locals assured us that 
they appreciated the New England-
like weather. Alumni from the classes 
of 1947 to 2017 listened as Head of 
School Robert W. Hill III shared all 
the news from campus, including 
where to find the live stream of the 
new dorm construction! Among 
those in attendance: Bunny Feuer ’47, 
Elena Allen ’59, Brian Studwell ’59, 
Michael Hirsch ’73, Steve Holcomb 
’65 (visiting from his home in Vero 
Beach, Fla.), Ceanna Ellner ’04, Chic 
Eglee ’70, John Vollbrecht ’65, Leanna 
Albanese ’17 (fresh from being cast 
in an upcoming production at USC), 
Pinky King ’17, Joe Orlando ’87,and 
Fleming Brooks ’89.

Thanks to all the alumni who wel-
comed us and reconnected in the 
Golden State!

3. Scottsdale
We dined with an alumna from 
the Northampton School for Girls 
Class of 1949 (and thank her for 
her ongoing support of our faculty 
enrichment funds), then flew back 
to Northern California to see Alexis 
Speliotis ’11, who is working in 
group sales for Levi’s Stadium.

4. San Francisco
What a fun wine-tasting hosted 
by Jen Kash ’89 and David Con-
nolly ’83 at Jen’s home! We were 
happy to see Arwin Gbolie ’02, who 
recently relocated to San Fransicso, 
as well as Joe Cavallaro ’03 and 
his wife, Jamie. Ivana Kurian ’94, 
Nicole Clausing ’88, and Meserve 
Platt ’83 joined in.

5. Los Angeles
Heading south, we enjoyed some 
O.C. hospitality as we visited with 
a Northampton School for Girls 
alumna of the class of 1965 whose 
generous investment created the 
visiting-artist Grum Project.

Friday night, Williston alumni 
were in for a rare treat with a special 
performance from the Reverend 

Hall Wines
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THEY GOT GAME
Facing off against current students is one 
way to see if alumni still got it—and they 
do! Alumni battled on the court and on 
the ice (and then regrouped at the bar).

IN MEMORY
This listing contains the names of alumni whose deaths were reported to the school between July 1, 2017, and January 31, 2018, 
although their passing may have occurred outside those dates.

1936

R. Craig Campbell died April 10, 
2017, in Plymouth, Mass. He is 
survived by his daughter, Dausha; 
and his sons, Bruce, Scott, and 
Glenn; two sons, R. Craig II ’63 and 
Colin ’65, predeceased him. He is 
also survived by his sisters, Vivian 
and Barbara; 17 grandchildren; and 
11 great-grandchildren.

1942

Marie Kragt Harvey died January 
2, 2017, in Simi Valley, Calif. She is 
survived by her daughters, Laura and 
Pamela; her sons, Jeffrey, Robert, and 
Richard; 10 grandchildren; and seven 
great-grandchildren.

1943

Lewis C. Schlotterbeck of Mt. 
Pleasant, S.C., died October 26, 
2017. He is survived by his daughter, 
Anne; a second daughter, Martha, 
predeceased him. He is also survived 
by three grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren.

Elizabeth “Betsy” Brumback 
Beebe died December 16, 2017, in 
Amherst, Mass. She is survived by 
two daughters, Sarah and Susan; 
three sons, Dwight, Willson, and 
Tyler; and several grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.

W. Alan Dayton of Palm Beach, Fla., 
died September 26, 2017. A former 
trustee, he is survived by his first 
wife, Suzanne; daughters, Millie and 
Leslie; his stepdaughter, Karyn; his 
stepson, Richard; 11 grandchildren; 
and one great-grandchild.

1945

Persis Brown Smith died June 16, 
2017, in Colorado Springs, Colo. 
She is survived by her daughters, 
Lucy and Persis; 11 stepchildren; 
five grandchildren; and one great-
grandchild.

Herbert Fisher of Bloomfield Hills, 
Mich., died September 30, 2017. He 
is survived by his wife, Ann; four 
children; eight grandchildren; and 
one great-grandchild.

G. Arnold Haynes died October 
15, 2017, in Wellesley, Mass. A 
former trustee, he is survived by his 
daughters, Melinda and Andrea; 
his son, Jonathan; his sister, Carol; 
eight grandchildren; and two great-
grandchildren.

1946

D.J. Harry Webb died December 
18, 2017, in New Britain, Conn. He 
is survived by his wife, Sylvia; his 
son, Daniel; his three daughters, 
Linnea, Alison, and Victoria; and 10 
grandchildren.

1947

John F. Dignam of Ossining, N.Y., 
died on November 6, 2017. He is 
survived by his wife, Marion; his 
sons, Justin and Peter; his three 
stepdaughters; his sister, Carolyn; 
and five grandchildren.

Edward “Ted” Duncan died 
September 2, 2017, in New Britain, 
Conn. He is survived by his wife, 
Ann; his son, Michael; his daughter, 
Carolyn; and four granddaughters.

Paul Voigt Gabel died May 4, 2016, 
in Tyler, Texas. He is survived by 
his wife, Dorene; his sons, Paul Jr., 
Mark, Jon Paul, and Christopher; his 
daughters, Haley and Jennifer; and 
five grandchildren.

Caroline “Chuggie” Reed Thrun 
Adams of Valparaiso, Ind., died 
July 4, 2017. She is survived by 
her daughters, Shellie, Holly, and 
Charlene; her son, Russ; her sister, 
Mary Helen; 13 grandchildren; and 
13 great-grandchildren.

1948

Robert B. Doolittle died October 11, 
2017, in Ormond Beach, Fla. He is 
survived by his wife, Elaine; his sons, 
Robert and Charles; his daughter, 
Elizabeth; his brother, Charles; and 
seven grandchildren.

Alan W. Waite Jr. died November 
21, 2017, in West Hartford, Conn. He 
is survived by his son, Peter; and two 
grandchildren.

John P. S. Handy of Saint Louis, 
Mo., died May 25, 2017. He is 
survived by his daughter, Linda; his 
son, John; and four grandchildren.

1949

C. Bradley McGrath died January 
28, 2018, in Northampton, Mass. 
He is survived by his wife, Ginger; 
his daughters, Patty and Maureen; 
his sons, Dan, Jim, and Bradley; his 
brother, Ed; nine grandchildren; and 
four great-grandchildren.

1950

Richard Merrill Hoyt of Ewing, N.J., 
died July 2, 2017.

1951

Thomas Sylvester Cottrell died 
September 17, 2017, in Cutchogue, 
N.Y. He is survived by his wife, Jane; 
his son, Matthew; his daughters, 
Anne and Sarah; his brother, 
Stephen; and two grandsons.

After a fast-paced game between varsity and alums, Steve Hoyt ’95 was named MVP.

Wilcats from a 50-year span of classes competed in the annual alumni game at Lossone Rink.

Good times at the 2018 
alumni hockey after-party. 
From left: Eric Dore ’07, 
Derek Cunha (faculty), 
 JF Boucher ’13, Chris 
Cook ’07, Frank Maguire 
’07, Alex Radmin ’07, Tom 
Anderson ’06, Kevin Moore 
’07, Scott Cook ’09, and 
Anthony Indelicato ’07

On the bench with Mark DeShong ’69
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Full obituaries and pictures, 
when available, can be 
found at willistonblogs.com/
obituaries, where you may 
leave a comment of support or 
remembrance.

1952

Barton David Kagan of Randolph, 
Mass., died September 10, 2017. 
He is survived by his wife, Barbara; 
his daughters, Phyllis, Rory, and 
Anita; his brother, Richard; and four 
grandchildren.

1953

Natalie Field of Jackson, Mich., died 
November 8, 2015. She is survived 
by her sister, Harriet.

Malcolm M. Stone Jr. died 
November 25, 2016, in Epsom, 
N.H. He is survived by his wife, 
Carol; his sons, Malcolm, Keith, and 
Kenneth; his daughter, Dorothy-
Ann; his stepchildren, Ryan and 
Lisa; his brother, Richard; four 
grandchildren; and five step-
grandchildren.

1955

William H. “Willie” Aydelotte died 
October 3, 2017, in Reno, Nev. He 
is survived by his wife, Mary Anna; 
his stepsons, Chris and John; and his 
brother, G. Thomas.

1956

Conrad T. Coulombe of San 
Marcos, Calif., died July 4, 2016.

1960

George “Alec” Harwood of 
Homosassa, Fla., died August 28, 
2017. He is survived by his wife, 
Judith; his daughters, Sarah and 
Amy; his stepson, Brian; his brother, 
Hugh; and five grandchildren.

Marshall R. Louis died November 
11, 2017, in Bangor, Maine. He is 
survived by his fiancée, Beth; his 
daughters, Rachel and Ana; his 
son, Josh; his brothers, Tom ’62 
and Ken ’65; his sister, Sue; and a 
granddaughter.

1961

Charles M. Cohn died January 31, 
2018, in Northampton, Mass. He is 
survived by his wife, Catherine, and 
his son, Charles.

1962

John A. Alogna of Bethlehem, 
Pa., died November 5, 2017. He 
is survived by his wife, Winifred; 
his sons, Forrest, Michael, and 
Alexander; his daughters, Nora, 
Marian, and Victoria; his brother, 
Michael ’57; his sister, Patricia; and 
10 grandchildren.

1964

James Bump of Putnam, Conn., 
died in November 2017. He is 
survived by his loving companion, 
Rachel; and his brother, Ben.

1967

Douglas E. Little died November 
19, 2017, in Middlebury, Conn. 
He is survived by his sons, Edward 
and Radley; a daughter, Phoebe, 
predeceased him. He is also survived 
by his brothers, Alan and William.

1981

Ginger Kahn Stuck died July 9, 
2017, in Monroe, Mich. She is 
survived by her husband, Charles; 
her daughter, Josephine; her sons, 
Jack and Ryan; her stepdaughter, 
Nicole; her stepson, Christopher; 
her mother, Charlene; her 
brothers, David and Adam; her 
sisters, Amy and Michele; and four 
grandchildren.

1996

Bradley A. Sandner of Chicago, Ill. 
died January 15, 2018. He is survived 
by his mother, Geraldine; and his 
sisters, Cheryl, Leanna, Jacqueline, 
and Ellen.

2000

David Brennan Callahan died 
August 29, 2017, in Easthampton, 
Mass. He is survived by his father, 
James; his brother, Kevin; and his 
sister, Robyn.

2009

Jonathan R. Dudeck of Austin, 
Texas, died October 19, 2017. He is 
survived by his parents, John and 
Diane.

williston.com
DISCOVER MORE WILLISTON 
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For seniors, placing a class plaque is an 
honored end-of-year tradition—and a powerful 
metaphor about connecting across the years

Fences are said to make good neighbors. At Williston they also make his-
tory. Our iconic Class Fence represents every graduating class all the way 
back to the school’s founding, plus one enigmatic group called “L.L.D.” 
When seniors receive their plaque in the days before graduation, they 
link with all the alumni who preceded them. It’s an achievement not 
four years in the making, but nearly two centuries.

Long-serving Headmaster Joseph Sawyer (1896-1919) introduced the 
fence as a fundraising initiative during Williston’s 75th anniversary celebra-
tion in 1916. Upon reaching a campaign goal, classes earned a plaque. Those 
with few or no surviving members were adopted by alumni groups, ensuring 
that every class eventually met Sawyer’s challenge. But they didn’t do it all 
at the same time, which is why class years don’t appear in chronological 
order. The current tradition of awarding plaques at graduation began in the 
middle of the last century.

Today, the Class Fence stretches along Park Street, framing the pond, the 
Alumni Gates, and the Homestead, before turning down Payson Avenue to 
continue its journey toward immortality. New sections have been added 
in recent years near Scott Hall and at Galbraith Field, bringing the current 
count to 177. Many more will follow.

As to the mysterious “L.L.D.”? Those are the initials of an early Williston 
Seminary fraternity, a society so secret no record remains of what the letters 
actually stand for. By the time Williston abolished fraternities in the 1920s, 
the men of L.L.D. had achieved their place on the fence and in the sun. 
When you’re next on campus, see if you can find it. Until then, welcome to 
the club, Class of 2018! — BY RICHARD TELLER ’70

ON THE FENCE
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